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5) This cutlery set is of 10 pieces. or

This cutlery set is with 10 pieces.
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The lady with a pink hat is my
grandmother.
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Most of the students left the
classroom.
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Correct values must be fosterec

A school is a place to teach and
cultivate people. To teach is to impart
knowledge while to cultivate is to foster
correct values and positive thinking. The
Education Bureau yesterday released the
Value Education Curriculum Framework
(2021) for all primary and secondary
schools across the city. It includes diligence
as one of the priority values for the first
time and further stresses that pupils should
be taught from childhood the ideas of
patriotism and love of Hong Kong. The new
curriculum framework responds to what is
needed in Hong Kong. It is of significance
for helping students to establish correct
and positive values.

Values are criteria to judge what is right
or wrong and help make a choice. In fact
when people make a judgement on
"whether this should be done" or "whether
this is right', it is their values that are
functioning. These years, there appears
some bad mood in Hong Kong society,
such as indulgence in pleasure or seeking
after comforts while abominating labour.
This is in fact a result of our values erring
on the side of going astray. For instance,
the so-called 'lying—flatism" [doing the
bare minimum to get by], a passive outlook
on life, not only leads a person to become
low in spirits but also drags whole
society down into degradation.

It is very on point to list diligence
as a priority value for primary— and
secondary-school students. The Chinese
nation is well known for being diligent and
traditional Chinese culture regards diligence
as a virtue. For practice in daily life, this
requires primary— and secondary—school
students to learn with assiduity, to
understand their parents' arduousness and
to respect the working class, to actively
engage in all kinds of manual labour and
take the opportunity to harden their bodies
and strengthening their willpower and
stamina, so that they could become a
new generation which is self-reliant,
enthusiastic to forge ahead and full of
sunny aroma.

In recent years, mislead by some
politicians with ulterior motives, some
students have not kept their minds
on their studies but become keen on taking
part in political activities. They have
beautifies violence, spread fake and
hatred—inciting information, taken part in
various kinds of law-breaking activities,

and even hooked up with foreign forces and
advocated for ‘independence for Hong
Kong", etc. Among the arrestees there are
quite many students in the lower grades.
This also shows a distortion of values. The
Anti—Extradition Law Amendment Bill
turmoil started two years ago fully exposes
the deeply-rooted problems in Hong Kong,
one of which is that something has gone
wrong with our education. Some teachers
in their classrooms have over—emphasised
personal rights and overlooked collective
responsibilities;  have  over—advertised
so—called ‘critical thinking" out of the
elementary value judgement on what is
right or wrong; have over—praised Western
values while casting aside the elementary
virtues in Chinese culture of upholding
integrity and patriotism.

While rooted in one's heart, values are
by no means in one's blood but mainly
nurtured through education. Schools play
an important role in nurturing students with
correct values. As a proverb has it that
"the child is father of the man",
fostering correct values must start from
childhood. Only when it is set upright, can a
sapling potentially grow to be used as a
pillar.

Fostering students with correct values
cannot do without nurturing them with

their national identity. This is by no
means ‘"brain—-washing" as smeared by
trouble—-making elements. Without a

country one can hardly have a home. ltis a
shared value, inside China or outside and in
ancient or present times, to respect and
cherish one's own country and, when
necessary, to throw oneself forward to
safeguard national security. "To be the first
to bear hardships and the last to enjoy
comforts”, "I will do whatever for the
benefit of my country by my life or death
and never try to evade my duty regardless
of my personal weal and woe', these are
always the spiritual pursuit of Chinese
intellectuals. How could educated people
today be exceptional? It is unquestionably
right and proper for us, as Chinese nationals
living in Hong Kong, to love our country and
Hong Kong.

With correct values, a person has
correct orientation in life and society has
righteousness. The Education Bureau sees
this as an important task to accomplish,
which is in the correct direction. Needless
to say, example is better than precept. It
would help students to grow into promising
young people full of positive energy, if
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(the person benefits from a favour or a
service ) » FiM@& M [for| o

The gift is for her.

| sent this gift for him.
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Please pass this note to my students.

The teacher gave some extra exercises
to students.
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| am here to collect my Christmas
parcel.

You are here for the class.

The certificate is for ensuring quality
of the product.
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from childhood

teachers could live what they teach,
parents give positive guidance and whole
society become optimistic and progressive.
It takes ten years to grow trees but a
hundred years to rear people. To establish
good social norms, long-standing efforts
must be devoted.
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WORDS AND USAGE

¢ Err on the side of (sth) (idiom) -

To act with a specified bias towards

something. (B {&la--- )

Examples:

1.l like to err on the side of caution and
always keep some money in my
savings account.

2.1t's better to err on the side of
generosity than to appear too stingy.

* Drag sh/sth down (phrasal verb) -

To bring somebody or something to a

lower social or economic level, a lower

standard of behaviour, etc. ( [ F#EME-- )

Examples:

1.Don't let them drag you down to their
level.

2.His disruptions are dragging down the
performance of the other students.

¢ On point (idiom) -

Focused on or related to the crux or

essence of a particular topic. ( {RI58 » b

58 )

Examples:

1.This legislation could not be more on
point.

2.Nothing that you're saying is on point!
You're just wasting time with mindless
rambling.

¢ Keep one's mind on sth (idiom) -

To concentrate on something. ( & 3*

o]

Examples:

1.Let's keep our mind on the job at hand.

2.The boss told us to keep our minds on
the company's goal.

e The child is father of the man

(proverb) -
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Wisdom does not come from age,
but from lifelong learning and
self-education. May the ever—lovely
Christmas inject loads of unending joy
in your life.
Wishing you all a magnificent
Christmas and happy new year!
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