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' Gollaas /- The Beijing Winter Olympics 2022
I remember my first Olympic Experience. enchanted by the picturesque tracks the  brief moment in time, the athletes' pride is our  recognition. Already China has staked her

It was the summer of 2012. | was eight
years old, lazing around during the summer
holiday, flicking through the TV channels. As |
swapped through the many programs, one
caught my eye - The London Olympic Games.
The TV was broadcasting the men's 100m final.
| remember hearing the breathlessness of the
announcers and the roar of the crowds. As the
gun sounded, a symphony of chaos ensued. |
recall losing myself in the excitement of the
moment. As Usain Bolt defended his 100m
titte  withan Olympic record of 9.63, |
wondered just how long it would be until my
country would host the games again.

Fast forward a decade, and the 2022
Beijing Winter Olympics is steadily underway.
Still ever the avid sports lover, in the past week
having the television on has become a part of
life. Despite the pandemic somewhat
dampening this special event, | still find myself

athletes ski on. Many mixed emotions arise
with the twist and turns of each event. Beneath
the masks, most wear smiles of gold.

This year's Olympics has barely started
and already a hundred memories worth
cherishing has blossomed. It would be
ostentatious of me to prattle on about the
intricacies of the sports given my amateurish
knowledge, however one aspect everyone can
find resonance with is the athlete's emotions.
All humans feel some emotion, just as
everyone's sacrificed something for a greater
goal. No matter how superhuman athletes may
feel, when they triumph or when things don't
go as planned, we who lounge at home feel a
part of ourselves cheer and commiserate
alongside them. It's rather bizarre to find myself
celebrating for an individual | learned of but a
day ago basking in glory a thousand miles away,
but such is the beauty of the Olympics - for a

pride, and the athlete's loss is our loss. The
Olympics connect us not just as spectators and
athletes, but as humans. Especially in a year
where we've all lost things both tangible and
abstract to disease and pathogens, it's a
touching reminder that despite being in
solidarity, we can achieve unity.

This Olympics also presents a much
deeper sentiment, albeit a bit more selfishly.
Ever since 1894, a total of 50 Olympic Games
have been held. These host cities spread far
and wide, ranging from 5 continents and 41
cities.  However, among these esteemed
countries lies the cream of the crop - those
being countries that have hosted the Olympics
twice. These include big names such as
France, The United States, Japan, and the
United Kingdom. Put simply, being able to host
the Olympics is impressive; to be able to host it
twice means  widespread international

presence with the 2008 Summer Olympics.
With its many timeless moments, to call it a
success would be an understatement. With the
Winter Olympics, China has cemented her
legacy as a major powerhouse. To see my
country arise from befuddlement and poverty
to a standing worthy of respect and pride
makes this a rather sentimental moment, not
just for me but forover 1.4 billion people who
call this country home.

And so, the winter games continue.
Watching the screen, | feel kindred to my
eight—year-old self, watching my first
Olympics again. While the crowds are absent,
the anticipation and excitement are not. The
emotions, both pain, and pride, leave as deep
an impact as before, perhaps even more. \While
superstition may be a fool's errand, for the sake
of hope, here's to Beijing reaching new heights
and bringing to all, the best possible Olympics.




