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In a rarely—seen accident, three workers were killed and six
others injured yesterday after a huge tower crane collapsed at a
construction site on Anderson Road in Sau Mau Ping in Kwun
Tong. According to a preliminary investigation, the accident was
caused by a faulty installation of the crane's base and, as such, itis
an incident involving human error. The SAR Government attaches
great importance to the incident. A suspension order was issued
to temporarily decommission all three other cranes at the
Anderson Road site, and authorities would be conducting safety
checks on all cranes at construction sites throughout the city to
make sure they operate safely and adhere to regulations. Just a
month ago, a giant television screen hanging metres above the
stage at the Hong Kong Coliseum in Hung Hom had suddenly
fallen down to severely injure one of the dancers. Now in a time
when enhancing protection of occupational safety is demanded
throughout the whole territory, a more fatal accident happened.
The SAR Government must make an all-out effort to investigate
and find out the truth and who should be held responsible. More
importantly, it must conduct a review on the effective
Occupational Safety and Health Ordinance (the Ordinance) and
make improvement to increase deterrence against any behaviour
in defiance of occupational safety.

The construction site where the accident happened is for a
Hong Kong Housing Society project. The crane, weighed 65
tonnes, suddenly collapsed and fell onto six converted shipping
container offices beneath it, causing severe casualties. Chief
Executive John Lee Ka—chiu instantly extended his condolences
to the families of the deceased and wished a speedy recovery of
the injured. Secretary for Labour and Welfare Chris Sun Yuk—han
rushed to the scene to oversee the rescue operation. He said on
the spot that he suspected the base of the crane in question had
‘obvious faults" as the "H-iron beam had flipped", adding that he
had already reported it to the Chief Executive. The Social Welfare
Department was contacting families of the workers affected by
the tragedy to provide counseling and financial assistance. The
Housing Society has provided comfort funds to the families of the
deceased and injured workers and said it would fully cooperate
with the probe.

Each and every fatal industrial accident results in separation
between loved ones in life or death and broken homes. Many a
worker is the economic pillar of their family. When the pillar
collapses, the sky for the family also falls. It is always said that one
industrial accident is far too many. Yet in fact, similar accidents are
not so rare. On the whole, industrial accidents in Hong Kong in the
past decade are noticeably fewer than before. But the absolute
number is still quite high, as the average annual number of
occupational accidents reaches about 30,000. Construction
remains the industry with the highest accident rate and fatal
accident rate. Last year, over 3,000 accident happened in the
construction industry, with the accident rate of 29.5 per 1,000
workers. And in the past five years, about 23 construction workers
were killed on average annually in accidents. Some fell from
heights because their safety ropes were not securely fastened;
some were squeezed to death by dump trucks because their risk
awareness was not high; and some were hit to death by falling
construction materials....

Industrial accidents are seemingly accidental, but in fact caused
by inevitable factors. Once one lowers their awareness and tries
to do things the easy way by not fulfilling or completely fulfilling
the working procedure's requirements, this would present
potential safety hazard. The importance of occupational safety
education can never be emphasised too much.Occupational
safety must be stressed every month, every day and every hour.
Occupational safety training on workers must keep pace with the
times. When rick awareness is heightened up a notch, life safety
is protected a notch better. But many accidents happen not
necessarily due to workers' carelessness but because employers
pay insufficient attention to occupational safety for the sake of
lowering costs. The effective Ordinance is criticised for being in
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favour of employers. An employer would be given a small fine of
$10,000 for slight negligence and a fine of $50,000 for more
serious violation. Even for a serious, law-breaking fatal accident,
the maximum fine is just $200,000. This is simply a slap on the
wrist for those construction companies with deep pockets.

The last—term government proposed to revise the Ordinance to
increase the fines by almost doubling the current amounts. The bill
is already presented to the Legislative Council (Legco) for
deliberation. Nevertheless, there is still controversy over the bill.
The construction sector argues that the proposed fines are too
heavy for medium- and small-sized enterprises. But the labour
sector maintains that just giving fines is not sufficient to increase
deterrence, so a points system should also be introduced. Points
would be deduced for the contractor concerned if an industrial
accident happens until it is disqualified to undertake any
government project. And the maximum punishment is to ban its
operation. As a matter of fact, such rules have been in force in the
lift and other industries for years, so they may not necessarily be
inappropriate for other industries. There is probably room to
re—mend and improve the bill before its third reading.

People and their lives must be put first. Workers' occupational
safety is above everything else. The SAR Government no doubt
attaches importance to occupational safety. Right now, relevant
regulations must be reviewed, revised and improved to enhance
the supervision mechanism. The Labour Department must step
up inspection of construction sites and law enforcement to
eliminate risk factors in the bud, be prepared for danger in times of
peace and remain vigilant at all times.
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WORDS AND USAGE

® Adhere to sth (phrasal verb) —

To continue to behave according to a particular rule, agreement, or

belief. (&~F > B¥F)
Examples:

1. It is only when safety procedures are not strictly adhered to that

catastrophes occur.

2 Now companies must adhere to stricter guidelines on the

disposal of toxic waste.
* On the spot (idiom) —

If you are on the spot, you are in the place where something is

happening. ( 15 ' 715 )

Examples:

1.We ought to find out the views of the people on the spot.
2.He was arrested on the spot.

¢ Keep pace with (idiom) —

To go or make progress at the same speed as (someone or

something else). (#FESL » R E- -5k )
Examples:
1.0ur production can't keep pace with the orders comingin.

2.The government is not allowing salaries to keep pace with

inflation.
¢ For the sake of (sth/sb) (idiom) -

For the benefit, advantage, or purpose of something or somebody.

(&R HRt--HERE )

Examples:

1.For the sake of those who have already read the chapter, | won't

gointo it in too much detail here today.
2.He moved to the seaside for the sake of his health.
¢ A slap on the wrist (idiom) —

A small punishment when a more severe punishment is deserved.

(BEE) 0 /)
Examples:

1.They rob someone on the street and they get a slap on the

wrist = 30 days in jail.
2.The fine they gave her is just more or less a slap on the wrist.
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1) Break into or break out or break out of?
"The thieves broke out of the shop windows

and grabbed all money from the cashiers."
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‘ ‘The leopard broke out of cage and fled the
z0o."
[HFBRHIEET - et T EYE o |

N IEEFENENEBE AT Bburglars »

Miss Carol

R Bbreak intol BB EFETEFIMAN ~ SBITEN ©

Mbreak out ZIERABENRARBEENETSE
% 5 40 : | broke out in a rash after drinking a
cup of passion fruit tea. Fi18 7 #ERE - BlEE A
H4TE o

2 ) associated to or associated with

‘I am writing to file a complaint. It is
associated to the flight cancellation incident."

Associated®E AT U E R R » S RE
BYER TG o 4D

The associated cost is not included in this
tour.

EEAFEhBassociated BB EFER » T IUBR

"... It is associated with a flight cancellation
linsert flight details]. "

"to be associated with something"
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3) connected to or connected with TEHEE -
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"The wire is connected with the plug."
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m"connect with"—# ZIEHFHE A S E SV S EAh
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‘There is no evidence that could connect
Peter with the robbery."
BESE=2 G i S IE P IE S 1 vish U
Although everyone is now electronically
connected to the globe, we sometimes feel cold
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