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Brging 1 iy advantage nto play, Hong Keng ey

The SAR Government plans to bring in 35,000 talents annually
on average, or about 100,000 in three years, to expand Hong
Kong's talent pool. Surely such an ambitious plan to compete for
talents is quite aggressive. Yet planning to attract talents is one
thing, whether they want to come is quite another. On this, quite
a few members of the public have expressed their concerns.
Actually, the foundation of Hong Kong is sound and it has the
unigue advantage of enjoying strong support of the Motherland
and being closely connected to the world. As long as we can
foster an environment for talented people to give full play to their
abilities and skills and drawn on other places' experiences in
attracting talents for the plane tree to grow up, we need not
worry about it that no phoenix will come and settle down.

Various governments in the world are racking their brains to
compete for talents. Hong Kong could be said to have fallen
behind the trend. But we can still make it now if we exert
ourselves to catch up. During the Warring States period, King
Zhao of Yan sought talents like a thirsty person seeing water. He
specially set up a Gold Platform to welcome talented people.
When the news spread, talents from other states came to the
Yan State one after another. Yan grew strong because of this. In
ancient times, there was no advanced information technology, so
setting up the Gold Platform was aimed at generating publicity to
show that King Zhao was sincere in attracting talents and he was
generous to offer good incentives. The Chief Executive's 2022
Policy Address unveils a series of measures targeted at attracting
talents and enterprises. Putting aside the effectiveness of such
measures, this at least signals an impressive start, outlining a
"Hong Kong welcoming you" posture. Sufficient efforts must be
devoted to such publicity. In addition to establishing the Talents
Service Unit as well as Dedicated Teams for Attracting
Businesses and Talents in the 17 overseas Economic and Trade
Offices (ETOs) of the Government, the SAR Government should
also make use of various platforms and opportunities of officials'
overseas visits to make its policy known widely, the more widely
known the better.

A fine fowl perches only on a fine tree. To attract talents, there
must be substantial "greeting gifts" besides sincerity, such as tax
incentives, helps for starting up businesses, education for their
children and coordinating immigration police, etc. Hong Kong has
a solid foundation. It carries haloes by itself such as an
international financial hub, free market, a city with advanced
information technology, a melting pot of Chinese and Western
cultures, and having an advanced transport network. Yet Hong
Kong's greatest and most unique advantage lies in the China
factor. Although Hong Kong itself is a small market, the
Motherland behind Hong Kong is the world's second largest
economy, a big consumer market with a population over 1.4
billion. The Mainland's middle class population reaches 400
million, more than the total population of the United States. Hong
Kong is a bridge and window between our country and the world.
Any person or enterprise that hopes to take a share in China's
development cannot overlook Hong Kong's status. The effect of
any achievement by a talented person could easily multiply.
Looking around the world, there is no city like Hong Kong that
has such unique advantage.

Hong Kong and Singapore are an old pair of rivals, and
comparison is often made between the two places. There is no
exception when their policies to compete for talents are
concerned. Some recent comments have it that Hong Kong's
status as an international hub is likely to be replaced by
Singapore. As a matter of fact, such a saying is uttered with
ulterior motives if not out of ignorance. Former Singaporean
Minister of Foreign Affairs George Yeo Yong-Boon recently
pointed out that Hong Kong all along has the backing of Mainland
China to perform the role as a link between the Chinese and
foreign economies, for which Singapore is no match. Even a
Singaporean has such clear understanding, there is no reason for
Hong Kong to sell itself short.
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Mistakes are proof that you're trying
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With the successful convening of the 20th National Congress
of the Communist Party of China (CPC), our country embarks on
a new journey toward building a modern socialist country in all
respects and achieving the second centenary goal. Nothing can
ever stand in the way of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation. Hong Kong's role will not be weakened but rather be
steadily strengthened. For Hong Kong, this is a golden
development opportunity once in a blue moon, which also
enhances Hong Kong's attraction to high—end talents and
enterprises in innovation technology. Introducing in talents from
overseas can help foster local talented people. WWhen the cake of
domestic economy is made bigger, all social strata will benefit
from it. More development opportunities will in turn enhance
Hong Kong's attraction to talents to form a benign circle.

Hong Kong's future lies in its integration into the overall
development of our country to proactively dovetail with the
Guangdong—-Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area and with
national strategies such as the Belt and Road Initiative. This also
gives Hong Kong the greatest confidence that it will stand out in
the global competition for talents and for enterprises. John Lee
Ka—chiu's Policy Address is guided by General Secretary Xi
Jinping's "four expectations" and tally with the important remarks
on Hong Kong by the 20th National Congress of the CPC. The
general orientation is correct and various policy objectives are
very clear. This marks a good beginning for good governance.
There are sufficient reasons for Hong Kong residents to maintain
their confidence in the future.

WORDS AND USAGE

e Settle down (phrasal verb) —
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To start living in a place where you intend to stay for a long time,

usually with your partner. ( & » LB )
Examples:

1.Eventually I'd like to settle down and have a family, but not yet.
2.As a southerner, he did not want to move north, fearing that he

'might never settle down in the provinces".

* Make it (idiom) —
to succeed in a particular activity. ( BUSHLH )
Examples:

1.You're brave and courageous. You can make it.
2.She made it in films when she was still a teenager.
¢ Sell sb/oneself/sth short (idiom) —

To undervalue someone, something, or oneself; to underestimate
or underappreciate the good qualities of someone, something, or

oneself. (/N& * 21K )
Examples:

1.Don't sell yourself short - you've got the skills and the

experience.
2.This is a very good school. Don't sell it short.
¢ Stand in the way of sth/sb (idiom) —

If you stand in the way of something or stand in a person's way,
you prevent that thing from happening or prevent that person

( SLEPELE - SEFEEE )

from doing something.
Examples:

1.The British government would not stand in the way of such a

proposal.

2.You know | won't stand in your way if you want to apply for a

job abroad.
* Once in a blue moon (idiom) -
Very rarely; almost never. ( FEZER » AXFH K
Examples:

1.My sister lives in Alaska, so | only see her once in a blue moon.
2.The earthquakes hits once in a blue moon in this part of the

earth, we never felt it.
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1. As spoken on the phone.../ As discussed.../
As agreed -

Tﬁgﬁiwf%UI%Iaﬁ*ﬁ  HE R mHEN
HEE B BT EENHKET  BEMEBEASIL L HHEE o
Subject (I, you, we, they, he, she, it) REEH] o

B A 0 As we discussed on the phone
yesterday/ this morning...

2. We could care less OR We couldn't care
less

b EERABPIAET  REFMTUDREC—E
FRESEDRIO— R o

REFEEBRZEREESHRMBRARANEOCE—EEER
P ARTEF o 4]

The politician thinks we are interested in
what he comments, but we couldn't care less
what he says, to be honest.

3. First—come, first-serve

FFFRE ﬂ?mﬁ'ﬁﬁf‘&&ﬁé’]a,b o REEZBINAIE
E—HEE ) JEtho

IEEE;%/HE;ZE First—come, first—served o

4. If worse comes to worse &2 U0 %% 4 2 1%

541 : The typhoon is still strong. If the worst
comes to the worst, we can stay home instead of
going to school.

5. Chalk full?

BERFT—REFRRETE ° fEsZEChock—full

Chock%%_t%aﬁﬁ?l IR (cheek ) KimE|
% (full to the brim) —HHERE

Chock—fullgi 2 miI 2T miER °

7] © My newly—invented mushroom soup,
chock—full of corn, bacon and porcini, was
absolutely delicious.

6. Hliterally

fE?v)\lz}(i%hterally_ﬂd?'_T%Eﬂ ER T ERARE—
EERERTIT o &EE I #E & 2 "actually","Strictly
speaking"

Ffr WA 3% 1f 7~ 82 = Tom's stomach is literally
exploding.

f514) : Tom has a feeling that his stomach is
about to burst; he literally gobbled 4 pizzas down!

7. A little OR little

Alittle BEEER » 'little BEREARR ©

There is a little milk in the bottle.
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8. Millions of thanks and regards

REBLHEFERATEREESBRELNL
thanks and regards / many thanks and regards, &
ZEmillions of thanks and regards{E&EEEE o HEEL
FEEGNETS > RHTBEERERENID o BINHE
ZHTEEEOEZZIRERE o

f5]4/] : Thank you for taking time to review my
homework/contract/project plan.

Sometimes | like making mistakes, not those
irrevocable ones for sure. We simply cannot
learn anything from being perfect. That is why,
sometimes, the most precious thing we can make
is a mistake.




