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Resumption to normalcy brings boundless Joy, and development now becomes a race against time

Having accomplished their mission, the quarantine
centres at AsiaWWorld—Expo were at last closed yesterday.
On the same day, Fung Kai No 1 Primary School beat
others to resuming classes before implementation of
measures to exempt cross—boundary students from
travel quota and nucleic acid testing (NAT), so over 30
cross—boundary students took the lead in coming back
for face—to—face classes. Between such ‘closure" and
‘opening’, one gets the impression that Hong Kong is
picking up the pace on the road to normalcy. On the
other hand, shop owners in Shenzhen's Luohu have
been informed that Lo Wu Control Point would be
reopened on Monday, the 6th of this month. It is meant
full boundary reopening will come true imminently,
which everyone has been looking forward to in the past
three years. The SAR Government and whole society
must act promptly to shift the focus of work to
economic reconstruction and accelerating integration into
the country's overall development. We must not only tell
the Hong Kong story well but more importantly also take
solid action to keep breaking new ground for good
governance.

For this Year of the Rabbit's Spring Festival, "out with
the old, in with the new" has a double meaning: one is to
bid farewell to the old year and usher in the new one, the
other to bid farewell to the life amid the epidemic and
usher in a new stage for society to return to the
pre—epidemic normal life. Right now in Hong Kong, many
things are waiting to be done, and we must race against
time. One can feel the sense of urgency from Fung Kai's
rushing to resume classes. According to original plan, the
arrangements to exempt cross—boundary students from
travel quota and NAT would not be carried out until the
second week of this month, but school authorities,
parents and students could wait no longer. Some student
said he so much looked forward to returning to
face—to—face classes that he became too excited to sleep
the night before last. Another student said he could hardly
recognise some of his classmates having not seen them
for three years. Some parent frankly said that her child had
taken online courses during the past three years, and as
the effectiveness of e-learning was not so good she was
worried that her child might have difficulties to catch up
with others in learning progress. Hence, even now the
procedure of coming to Hong Kong to attend classes was
troublesome, but for the child's future, it'd be better for
the child to adapt to campus life as soon as possible.

investment. From the retaliatory rebound of travel fever
and high—flying box office during the golden season of the
Spring Festival holiday, to the good start shown by China's
manufacturing Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) at the .

beginning of the year, one can notice China's quickened ﬁ:
pace to resume normalcy. The IMF has recently raised its
global economic growth outlook this year, an important
factor for this being the full recovery of China's economy.

The Mainland is striving to boost economic growth,
countries in the world speeding up to resume normalcy,
and Hong Kong also acting. On Saturday, Chief Executive
John Lee Ka-chiu will lead a delegation to visit the Middle
East and look for business opportunities. This is another
important move to give full play to Hong Kong's
advantage of 'being closely connected to the world",
following important events such as hosting Global
Financial Leaders' Investment Summit to proclaim that
"Hong Kong is back to the centre of the international
arena". With full Hong Kong—Mainland boundary
reopening, Hong Kong's advantage of enjoying the
Motherland's strong support will be accentuated. Only
when Hong Kong gives full play to its distinctive
advantages of "enjoying the Motherland's strong support
and being closely connected to the world", can there be
genuine resumption of normalcy.

Hong Kong under "one country two systems" takes on
the mission of "well telling the Hong Kong story" and "well
telling the China story". The pre—condition for "telling well"
is "doing well", as actions speak louder than words. Hong
Kong's future lies in accelerating its integration into the
country's overall development. Construction of the
Greater Bay Area is in full swing. Hong Kong must firmly
seize major development opportunities at present. The
SAR Government, enterprises and whole society must
move like a nimble rabbit, and walk the talk at once to
make all preparations for full boundary reopening and
connecting Hong Kong to the Mainland's development.
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e WORDS AND USAGE

* A race against time/the clock (idiom) —
A situation in which one has to do or finish something very quickly
before it is too late. ( SREFEERN » FHEM)

EE N rERTGEESRE  BREN—F5 In regions on the Mainland, one can also feel such Examples: _ _
eI R Eﬁ}!fﬁnf%ﬂ B H A E UK S| sense of urgency to beat the clock. On the seventh day 1.It's a real race against the clock to prevent the spread of the virus.
TERACYMENT » Bk - E25EER of the Year of the Rabbit when people went back to work 2.1t was a race against time to reach the shore before the boat sank.
EUT AT BB BRI o after the long holiday, Guangdong province convened a * Beat sh to sth (phrasal verb) —
= < E/D = o High—quality Development Conference. This ) II]CIII'SJ[ To do something before someone else. ( R A—5 + HELE)

BEROHBESEENEY c TAFNE conference after the Chinese New Year" was large in size, Examples:
BEEMME L 0 AXKERLSEHEHE - #1118 vxlthGZS,OOé) par’gmpe_mt_s.l Iéuang . Kunm;cngr,] S(e:cretary of 1.You are fast — I'm sure you can beat all the other runners to the
7 o REHHRRERREN RS - FHES Uil SUEIee e IMIVINGIEI SemnNal=s @ e Golmimiils finish line.

Party of China, stressed that, having caught up with and
surpassed the Four Asian Tigers with efforts devoted in
the past four decades, Guangdong in future would

2.1 was going to ask her to the party, but you beat me to it.
¢ Beat the clock (idiom) -
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) o HL SRS 4ELNE O3S T A FE 2R accelerate the pace through high—quality development, ;JO ﬂnﬁisg OF)SUCCGGd in doing something before time is up.
i B 0 hEIESTS relying on such an important source of driving force as the o EEBFE
A RIEN qj%«;fﬁ’“ﬁmg’%mig.% ° Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area and Examples:
M ENICT > SIRSEINRER > & bringing into play such major platforms as Hengaqin, 1.In a desperate attempt to beat the clock, | raced to mail my tax
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Qianhai and Nansha to make solid progress in next five, 10
and 30 years, and 'a new Guangdong is bound to be
shaped". At the conference, leading officials of prefectures
and cities and representatives of enterprises vied to
speak, making clear their positions and high—quality
development goals and plans for this year. Guangdong's
enterprising attitude attracts attention from large
multi—national enterprises. Such industrial giants as BASF
SE and P&G have expressed their intents to make
additional large investment in Guangdong.

Guangdong's going all out is the epitome of the whole
Mainland. During the regions' "two annual sessions" held
not long ago, participants mostly talked about how to
strive  for economic development and attracting

N

Farther or Further

the frozen lake to observe the fish underneath.
4.The furniture shop is (farther / further) away than |

return before midnight.

2.The company managed to beat the clock on delivering its new
system.

¢ Give sth full play (idiom) -

To develop something completely. ( Z5 3548 )

Examples:

1.1 need a job that can give full play to my skills.

2.1 think we should give the concept full play in our new ad campaign.

e Walk the talk (idiom) -

To put your words into action. ( 57— * sREM&E) )

Examples:

1.He has to walk the talk. Then people may have confidence in him.

2.This consultant has sold us on some pretty ideas, but it remains to
be seen whether he can walk the talk.
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2.We have to drive farther down the hill in order to
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1.Cindy really can't remember any (farther / further)
back than that.

2.We have to drive (farther / further) down the hill in
order to see the village.

3.After a long hike, we went (farther / further) along
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thought.
5.Foodies looking to taste the best of Cantonese
gourmet can look no (farther / further) than Hong

Kong.
6.We dined in the restaurant at the (farther /
further) end of the street because it was a

MICHELIN-starred restaurant.
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see the village.
FartherfERRIGEER » Frn—YEFIRAT—EE
RHEEEE o
4.The furniture shop is farther away than | thought.
Farther awayfE RS ER B EIsFH L HFERE o
6.We dined in the restaurant at the farther end of the
streetbecause itwasaMICHELIN-starred restaurant.
Farther endiEBfEA— B > futtb HALR T
FERNET ) FAEC B R o
PN B— -~ B= ~ FROERMEFurther !
1. Cindy really can't remember any further back than
that.
3. After a long hike, we went further along the frozen
lake to observe the fish underneath.
FurtherE R1ERIGEAEA » SRR EEERE o
5.Foodies looking to taste the best of Cantonese
gourmet can look no further than Hong Kong.
Look no further fEA—{@%E:E ' ER22 [FNEBE
T EELRRTEEN] o
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