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The Primacy of National
Interests
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The meaning of a state :
According to the theory of public

international law, a state has four
essential elements, namely the
people, territory (including territorial
lands, territorial waters and territorial
airspace etc.), sovereignty and
regime.

The People's Republic of China
has been established since 1949.

Hong Kong has been part of the
territory of China since ancient
times (Preamble to the Basic

Law ) . The Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region is an
inalienable part of the
People's Republic of China

(Article 1 of the Basic Law )
and shall be a local
administrative region of the
People's Republic of China,
which shall enjoy a high
degree of autonomy and
come directly under the
Central People's Government

With military,
technology, cultural and public

The five essential elements of the holistic view of national security ‘
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Regarding economic security as the
foundation
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ultimate goal

fundamental task

science and

security as means of guarantee
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Taking the people's security as the
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Achieving political security as the
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Promoting international security
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The principle of national
security is to accord top priority to
national interests. National security
concerns the welfare of the 1.4
billion people of the whole country
and is an important cornerstone of
its stability. People live in peace
when the country is prosperous,
and the country comes before the
family. It is definitely the most
fundamental and down-to-—earth
aspiration shared among people in
the whole world that their countries

see peaceful development, their

societies enjoy prosperity and

stability, and they lead a

peaceful and fulfilling life. The
fundamental interests of all people
hinge on national security. If the
skin is gone, what can the hair ﬁ[
adhere to? When the country's core
interests such as its territory, il
sovereignty and regime are at risk,
national security will be threatened
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( Article 12 of the Basic Law ) .

gﬁ%ﬁ %i:: - a‘zié safeguard national security.
Overall Goal : National Security
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Five Pairs of Relationships of Holistic View of National Security

Attaching importance to external security
And equal importance to internal security

| y and there will be no security for the

- people. It is the basic responsibility

‘ \) of every Hong Kong citizen to
(|

Attaching importance to homeland security
And equal importance to the people's security

The meaning of
national security

National security means a
status in which the regime,
sovereignty, unity, territorial
integrity, welfare of the people,

Safeguarding National
Security is the Common
Responsibility of all the
People

Attaching importance to traditional security
And equal importance to non-traditional security
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sustainable economic and social The Central People's Government %ij ;,j iy ijc
development, and other major Attaching importance to development has an overarching responsibility . f—; i,.,
interests of the state are relatively And equal importance to security for national security affairs relating R B
not faced with any danger and to the Hong Kong Special B~ ERE &
not threatened internally or Administrative Region. It is the duty — M E L=
externally, and the capability to of the Hong Kong Special Z.AR®E
maintain a sustained security Attaching importance to our own security Administrative Region under the i RESE
status. And equal importance to common security Constitution to safeguard national AT AR
(Article 2 of the National Security security and the Region shall
Law of the People's Republic of perform the duty accordingly (Articles 3 cHERR4E
China) (1) and (2) of the Hong Kong National Security —FESREE ) 38
@ Law). It is the common responsibility of all BN R B
the people of China, including the people of B= FEEN
N Hong Kong, to safeguard the sovereignty, ZE M B B0 R

unification and territorial integrity of the People's
Republic of China (Article 6(1) of the Hong Kong
National Security Law).
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