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Social stanility Is the fundamental pre-condition for Solving the housing problem
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Hong Kong Housing Society yesterday said it was
facing the production peak in its history. It has 25 projects
in the planning phase or under construction and more
than 45,000 flats will be built, of which 35,000 will be built
within the next 10 years. This good news is inspiring and
delightful. Today as Hong Kong is governed by patriots,
the SAR Government sets it as its governance goal to
satisfy citizens' aspirations to live a better life, acts with
courage and determination and earnestly improves its
work style. It is no longer a dream to achieve the goal of
letting citizens'live in bigger places'and"say goodbye to
partitioned flats"!

Hong Kong has accumulated quite many deep-seated
social problems, the housing problem being the thorniest
one. In Hong Kong, the burden to purchase or rent a
home has remained the heaviest in the world. The
average waiting time for a public rental housing flat once
exceeded six years. It now drops to 5.5 years, but still far
away from the"three—year" target set by the government.
Moreover, there are more than 200,000 people in Hong
Kong still living in partitioned flats laden with potential
safety hazards, which are so small that one can hardly
turn around inside one. Such Hong Kong-style'slums'
exhibit a striking contrast to row upon row of skyscrapers
on every side. The existence of partitioned flats is an
epitome of the wealth gap in society and a shame of
Hong Kong as an advanced economy. It also sows the
seeds of social instability. In this regard, Hong Kong has
suffered bitter experiences.

The Central Government attaches great importance to
Hong Kong's housing problem. Central Government
leaders think what Hong Kong people think. In his
important speech delivered last year at the meeting
marking the 25" anniversary of Hong Kong's return to the
Motherland, President Xi Jinping mentioned that
Currently, the biggest aspiration of Hong Kong people is
to lead a better life, in which they will have more decent
housing’, and instructed that " The newly inaugurated
HKSAR government should be pragmatic, live up to what
the people expect of it". Two years ago, Xia Baolong,
Director of the State Council's Hong Kong and Macao
Affairs, set a timetable for Hong Kong to solve the
housing problem, saying that Hong Kong should "say
goodbye to partitioned flats and cage homes" by 2049,
when the country is to achieve the Second Centenary
Goal [of comprehensively building a modern socialist
country]. During his ongoing inspection tour in Hong
Kong, Xia Baolong yesterday went to yum jou cha in a
restaurant in Kowloon Bay so he could make close
contact with citizens. Chatting during the meal, some
Legislative Council member told him what concerned
Hong Kong citizens the most was housing shortage.

Solving the housing problem is an arduous task and the
road is long. How to tackle it? Where there's a will there
is a way. The crux of the matter is to have courage and
determination. Hong Kong is not short of land. Surely
many sites of brown land and farmland, left idle for
mosquitoes to reside in and breed, should be used for
development, but land on the periphery of country parks
with little conservation value should not be regarded as
the'restricted area [for development] " either. In addition,
there are development plans for the Northern Metropolis
and East Lantau Metropolis. With such a multi-pronged
approach, the problem of expanding land resources could
be neatly solved. Regarding housing construction,
through simplifying procedures, the whole process could
be shortened by half to greatly increase supply. By using
new construction technology, the pace of housing
construction could become even faster.

Most importantly, with the Hong Kong national security
law implemented and the electoral system enhanced,
obstructions to blocking and jeopardising the SAR
Government's governance for a long period of time have
already been removed one after the other, and Hong
Kong has achieved the transition from chaos to order and
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unveiled a new chapter of advancing from stability to
prosperity. Under the principle of "patriots governing
Hong Kong', Hong Kong practices an executive-led
system as stipulated by the Basic Law with the executive
authorities and the legislature cooperating with each
other, which greatly improves the efficiency of policy
implementation. This provides the fundamental guarantee
for the pace of housing construction to accelerate. It is
not by chance that the Housing Society's production will
set a record high in next 10 years. Instead it is a vivid
reflection of the new situation and new stage. If it used to
be a question and regret "when thousands and thousands
of homes could be built", then it is now gradually
becoming a reality that can be seen, touched and felt.

Social stability is a pre—condition for developing the
economy and improving people's livelihood. As shown by
facts, the Motherland gives Hong Kong the strongest
backing. Everything the Central Government does in
Hong Kong is for the betterment of Hong Kong and for
the benefit of Hong Kong citizens. Xia Baolong pays a
six—day inspection tour in Hong Kong to make contact
with  various sectors and conduct fact-finding
investigations and studies at the grassroots level. This
also shows that the Central Government pays attention to
Hong Kong and cares about Hong Kong citizens.

Today, Hong Kong ushers in the third National Security
Education Day after the implementation of the Hong
Kong national security law. In addition to long-lasting
education and publicity in this regard, this is a good
opportunity for Hong Kong society to further understand
the reason that the safety of our home is premised on the
security of our country, thus to further cherish social
stability that is not easy to come by and to safeguard
national security with a greater awareness.
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* Row upon row (idiom) —
many rows. ( BOXHEE » —HEHE)
Examples:
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1.The bookstore has row upon row of computer science

books.

2.She could see row upon row of people waiting to be served.

¢ Sow the seeds of sth (idiom) —

To do something that will cause something to happen in the

future. (&R FET )
Examples:
1.He is sowing the seeds of his own downfall.

2.Rich industrialised countries have sown the seeds of global

warming.
* Where there's a will there's a way (proverb) —

If someone is determined to do something, he or she will find
a way to accomplish it regardless of obstacles. ( &AL » &

SEBERM)

Examples:

1.Don't tell me it's impossible. Where there's a will, there's a

way. And we're going to find that way.

2.0vercoming this economic recession won't be easy, but

where there's a will, there's a way.
* By chance (idiom) -
By luck; without planning or intent. ( &5 » {844 )
Examples:
1.1 found this book by chance at a book sale.
2.We met by chance in a class in college.
* Come by sth (phrasal verb) —

To manage to get something that is rare or difficult to get. ( #

o 53))
Examples:

1.When you live in a hot, dry place, water may not be easy to

come by.

2.At that time, teaching jobs abroad were hard to come by.
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| spoke to Mr Chan — my student's father —

Peter wants it all — excitement, fame, health
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- IEFES | forty—seven, twenty—five
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David was enrolled in the 2018-2021 class.
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