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Fair competition must be upheld and not be jeopardised by sinister forces it
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Aberdeen Wholesale Fish Market, Hong Kong's largest
of the kind in size with its market share once reaching
70 per cent, is an important landmark in Aberdeen and
also a key project for invigoration in the government's
Invigorating Island  South initiative. Nevertheless,
Aberdeen Wholesale Fish Market has long been
manipulated by sinister forces and thus there is a lack of a
fair competition environment, which not only negatively
affects the incomes of fishmongers but also hurts the
interests of consumers. In a joint operation, six
government departments including the Competition
Committee and Police Force earlier kicked off an
investigation in the Aberdeen fish market. Major
progresses have been made so far. The public is looking
forward to it that authorities concerned will ensure laws
are strictly enforced to deal a heavy blow to law
breakers, so as to restore a fair competition environment
in the market and bring back fairness to consumers.
While good governance in Hong Kong cannot be achieved
overnight, it is on the right track to start with problems
concerning people's livelihood, with caring about citizens'
"shopping baskets".

In the past several months, Ta Kung Pao reporters
have conducted an in-depth investigation into the
"underground operation" of the Aberdeen Wholesale Fish
Market, and discovered that there are two major tricks to
breach the Competition Ordinance.

The first is to monopolise the pricing of seafood
products. For instance, the price for Sabah grouper is set
at $65 per catty (gan) across the board, which is labeled
as "public price". However, at the Cheung Sha Wan and
other fish market, there is no such saying as a "public
price". As a matter of fact, import prices are different for
the same kind of seafood product from different places,
of different qualities or in different seasons. Moreover,
pricing is also affected by the different locations of fish
stalls and different business operation strategies of
fishmongers. This is exactly what is meant by market
competition. The saying itself that there are "public prices"
itself is suspected of price—fixing and violating the major
principle of fair competition.

The second is to monopolise supply channels. At 3:00
to 4:00 a.m. and 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. every day, the cargo
trucks carrying seafood products would be parked neatly
in lines after arriving in the market. Then there would
come some individuals carrying certain forms and some
others standing guard at the tailgates of the trucks. When
workers of a fish stall come to pick up their goods,
someone would write down what they take. There is no
money changing hands on the spot. But according to
owners of some fish stalls operating there, some people
would come to them afterwards to collect money and
each month a 10 per cent "commission" would be taken
from each stall according to its business turnover. In this
way, several million dollars would be pocketed in a breeze
each month from collecting "protection fees" alone.

Aberdeen Wholesale Fish Market's annual business
turnover amounts to about $1 billion, and as such is
coveted by sinister forces. More than a decade ago,
some sinister forces already had got a hand in this
fish market, illegally charging ‘commissions" through
controlling supply channels. They did this starting with
clam, then extending to other kinds of seafood such as
abalone, scallop and elephant trunk clam, and finally to
fish. Sinister forces now have infiltrated into each corner
of the fish market. For instance, the import price of
abalone is $80 per catty but the wholesale price jumps to
$90-100 per catty after sinister forces' manipulation.
Some fishmongers were retaliated who had refused to
give in and obtained goods through other channels. Their
seafood products were either thrown into the sea or died
inexplicably. As fishmongers are powerless to resist, the
sinister forces stretch their hands farther and farther. As a
result, the problem of market monopolisation increasingly
intensifies.

Any place that is seemingly under nobody's jurisdiction
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is bound to become a cesspool of vice. In Aberdeen B3
Wholesale Fish Market, there are undercurrents
everywhere with problems keeping piling up over the .
years and becoming increasingly serious. Sinister forces' ﬁ:
monopolisation of the fish market pose an open challenge
to the rule of law. If the government fails to deal with it,
not only people's livelihood would be affected but Hong S
Kong's reputation as a free market would also be
damaged. Thankfully, some exploited fishmongers could
no longer suffer in silence and had reported their cases to
the Competition Committee earlier. Days ago, a joint task
force of the Commission and other five government
department including the Police Force marched with
great strength and vigour into the fish market to conduct
an investigation. In reply to an enquiry by Ta Kung Pao,
the Competition Committee said it declined to make any
comment at this stage since the cases were right under
investigation. We hope that authorities concerned will
take resolute actions to strictly enforce the law after
sufficient evidence is collected.

Since it is not a new problem that sinister forces are
entrenched in the fish market, perhaps some people may
have grown accustomed to it and accept what is wrong
as right. However, in a new era of "patriots governing
Hong Kong', things have been set right in political
domains and peace basically restored in society. Now in
economic and people's livelihood domains, matters
should also be clarified and things set right, and sinister '
forces should be rooted out. According to the blueprint
of the government's Invigorating Island South initiative,
Aberdeen Wholesale Fish Market will be a key project of
invigoration and turned into " Hong Kong-version Tsukiji *
in future to become a tourist attraction. Only when the
courtyard is swept clean with weeds and garbage in
corners removed, can the door be opened to welcome
guests from everywhere.
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*Deal a blow (to sb/sth) —

To cause someone or something, usually a plan or hope, to

fail or to be affected very badly. ( T » & )

Examples:

1.Law enforcement deals a serious blow to the international
drugs trafficking ring.

2.The sanctions have dealt a severe blow to the local tourism
industry.

¢ Across the board (idiom) -

Applying to all. ( 24 » @8 )

Examples:

1.1 think teachers should be paid more across the board,
rather than singling out any one group.

2.They decided on a pay increase of 10% across the board.

°|n a breeze (idiom) -

Easily; handily; without much or any effort. ( Ef 58 » 2 1%

7)

Examples:

1.I'm confident that | can pass the math exam in a breeze.

2.Enjoying the benefit of a week off between games, the
home team won this match in a breeze.

* Have (got) a hand in sth (idiom) -

To be involved with something or have influence on

something. (1 @ 21 )

Examples:

1.He thanked all who had a hand in his release.

2.Who planned the party — | bet you had a hand in it, didn't
you?

*Root sth/sb out (phrasal verb) —

to find and remove a person or thing that is causing a problem.

( HEIARBR > FEHIRIATAE )

Examples:

1.The mayor was determined to root out corruption in city
government.

2.The principal promised to root out the troublemakers.
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