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*The lingering shadow [ BE3A &Y * BERIKEY ]

514 : The lingering shadow of Japanese militarism
serves as a reminder to all Chinese people,
including those in Hong Kong, that remembering
history is far from empty talk, and safeguarding
national security is more than a mere slogan.
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September 3rd marks the 80th anniversary of the victory
in the War of Resistance Against Japan, and China will hold a
series of commemorative events, including a military parade.
However, the Japanese authorities have smeared these
activities as having an "anti—Japan tone" and have tried to
obstruct the attendance of leaders from various countries.
Such ridiculous tactics once again demonstrate that the
Japanese government has yet to truly reflect on its wartime
crimes and continues to distort history by every possible
means. The lingering shadow of Japanese militarism serves
as a reminder to all Chinese people, including those in Hong
Kong, that remembering history is far from empty talk, and
safeguarding national security is more than a mere slogan. In
today's complex international geopolitical environment, this
carries important and practical warning significance.

Multiple media outlets have reported that Japan has
issued formal or informal “discouragements” to European
and Asian countries, urging them to avoid attending China's
commemorative events for the War of Resistance Against
Japanese Aggression. They claimed that these activities are
meant to ‘promote anti-Japanese sentiment." Such
behind—the—scenes maneuvers by Japan have aroused
indignation among people of justice around the world. The
Chinese side is aware of the situation and has strongly
expressed its concerns to Japan.

A spokesperson for the Chinese Foreign Ministry stated
yesterday that the Chinese government solemnly
commemorates the 80th anniversary of the victory of the
Chinese People's War of Resistance Against Japanese
Aggression and the World Anti—Fascist War in order to
remember history, honor the fallen heroes, cherish peace,
and open up the future. Any country that faces history in an
honest and frank manner, truly learns lessons from history,
and is genuinely committed to peaceful development should
not have any doubts about, much less raise objections to,
such commemorations.

In fact, to mark the 80th anniversary of the end of the
anti—fascist war, many European countries held large—scale
commemorative events on May 8th , "Victory in Europe Day.
(V-E Day)" Germany, which, like Japan, once launched acts
of aggression, held official memorial ceremonies on this day
to reflect on the calamities of war and celebrate the nation's
rebirth. Italy regards April 25th as ‘Liberation Day,"
commemorating its liberation from fascist rule and Nazi
occupation, with nationwide parades, gatherings, and other
commemorative activities.

Looking at the world, only Japan has not reflected on the
evils of its wartime aggression, nor sincerely apologized or
made appropriate reparations to the victims. Instead, it
interferes with and undermines China's commemorative
activities. This is not only a blatant infringement on China's
sovereignty, but also a denial of the international
community's shared commemoration of the victory over
fascism. It constitutes a grave provocation to the postwar
international order and a betrayal of human civilization and

conscience.
Unlike Germany, which achieved reconciliation with
European nations after the war through profound

introspection and sincere apologies, Japan, despite accepting
the Tokyo Trials after the war, has never truly repented or
made a genuine break with its past mistakes. \What the world
has witnessed is that Japanese right—wing forces have
repeatedly revised textbooks to downplay their acts of
aggression. Japanese politicians to this day continue to visit
the Yasukuni Shrine, which honors convicted war criminals.
The Japanese authorities also keep pushing the limits of the
postwar pacifist constitution: expanding the scope of
operations for the Self-Defense Forces, increasing military
spending, actively participating in various strategies aimed at
containing China, as well as interfering in cross-strait
relations and supporting "Taiwan independence" forces. All
these actions evoke memories of Japan's path of militarist
expansionism before \World War .

Even more infuriating is that, while denying crimes such
as the Nanjing Massacre and the atrocities of Unit 731, the
Japanese authorities simultaneously make grand annual
commemorations of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, casting themselves as ‘victims" rather than
perpetrators. This distorts facts, confuses what is right with
what is wrong and mislead

e cross-strait relations [ MERHE |
f5l48) : The Japanese authorities also keep pushing the limits of

the postwar pacifist constitution: expanding the scope of
operations for the Self-Defense Forces, increasing military
spending, actively participating in various strategies aimed at
containing China, as well as interfering in cross—strait relations
and supporting "Taiwan independence" forces.
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the people. — instilling a false sense of history
in Japan's younger generation. Japan's
obstruction and smearing of China's activities
commemorating the 80th anniversary of the
victory in the War of Resistance Against
Japanese Aggression is precisely an
expression of this warped mentality.

Currently, international geopolitics are
complex and ever—changing. The tide of
anti—globalization is surging, and hegemonism runs
rampant. These realities remind us that peace is far from
guaranteed, and war is never "out of reach." At such a
sensitive moment, Japan's authorities have chosen to
resort to these petty maneuvers, clearly aiming to sow
discord and division within the international community,
"demonize" China, and seek profit for themselves.

To remember history is not to perpetuate hatred, but
to prevent the tragedy of war from being repeated. The
actions of the Japanese authorities run counter to the
cause of peace; not only do they fail to deceive the world,
but instead further expose their ambitions and heighten
global vigilance—truly the opposite of what they
intended. This incident once again reminds us that peace
is never taken for granted, and justice must be
continually upheld.

Some people in Japan ‘know politeness but lack a
sense of righteousness," and "focus on details while
disregarding ethics." No matter how many petty tricks
they play, they cannot stop the mighty tide of history, let
alone hinder China's rise.

e smear ( ¥§55 » 558 v./n.) However, the Japanese authorities have
smeared these activities as having an "anti—Japan tone"...

e obstruct ( BHEE * WHHBE v.) ...

leaders from various countries

o distort (gl » =i v.) ...

possible means

tried to obstruct the attendance of

continues to distort history by every
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e discouragement ( & @ ¥4 . #BH n. ) Multiple media outlets have
reported that Japan has issued formal or informal "discouragements"
to European and Asian countries...

e maneuver ( ¥t » &E& v./n.) Such behind—the—scenes maneuvers
by Japan...

¢ indignation (/&1 » % n.) ...
people of justice around the world.

have aroused indignation among

e commemorate ( #8 & v.) ..the Chinese government solemnly
commemorates the 80th anniversary...

e calamity ( ¢ n.) ...held official memorial ceremonies on this day to
reflect on the calamities of war...

* sovereignty ( E#E n.) This is not only a blatant infringement on
China's sovereignty...

e reconciliation ( 12 » F A n.) Unlike Germany, which achieved
reconciliation with European nations after the war...

e downplay ( $EHIRE » ;RIK v. ) What the world has witnessed is that
Japanese right—wing forces have repeatedly revised textbooks to
downplay their acts of aggression...

e constitution ( &% ; #AM n.) The Japanese authorities also keep
pushing the ||m|ts of the postwar pacifist constitution:...

e contain (B& ; &Hlv.) ..
aimed at containing China...

einfuriating ( FAMESIERAY adj. ) Even more infuriating is that...
e warped ( Hehf9 » BHZH9 adj. ) ..

warped mentality.

.actively participating in various strategies

.is precisely an expression of this

* hegemonism ( @#XE & n.) Currently, international geopolitics are
complex and ever—changing. The tide of anti—globalization is surging,
and hegemonism runs rampant.

e rampant ( JBIREY - (BB adj. )

* perpetuate ( {E35#E » E&E 1F v.) To remember history is not to
perpetuate hatred, but to prevent the tragedy of war from being
repeated.

e vigilance ( 2% » 215 n.) he actions of the Japanese authorities run
counter to the cause of peace; not only do they fail to deceive the
world, but instead further expose their ambitions and heighten global
vigilance...
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Any country @ [that faces history in an honest and frank manner, truly
learns lessons from history, and is genuinely committed to peaceful
development] should not have any doubts about, @ [much less raise
objections to], such commemorations.

F & : Any country (...) should not have any doubts about (...)
such commemorations. {Ho] Bl SR & NERHERN L S EEN B IEE ©

Hep F3EAR [FRIER ] Any country E%a?%/t’ﬁ [RES- - BFriEse
should not have any doubts about* BiEA [EHRMLEEH | such
commemorations.
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* a grave provocation [ ExEHEE ] 4] : Any country that faces history in an honest and frank frank manner, truly learns lessons from history, and is genuinely
5l 4) : It constitutes a grave provocation to the  manner, truly learns lessons from history, and is genuinely committed to peaceful development...

postwar international order and a betrayal of = committed to peaceful development should not have any doubts = EEEEENTLERE  FoRESE [country | HI={EEE o

human civilization and conscience. about, much less raise objections to, such commemorations. FEO | 1) H B I0]
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