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( *3F : https://www.icho.hk/tc/web/icho/ich_funding_scheme_introduction.html )
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Term Explanation:

According to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage by UNESCO, “ICH" is the abbreviation for
‘Intangible Cultural Heritage."

Under this convention, intangible cultural heritage refers to the
various practices, expressions, knowledge, and skills that
communities, groups, or individuals recognize as part of their
cultural heritage. These include:

e Oral traditions (such as storytelling and dialects)
® Performing arts (such as Cantonese opera and lion dance)

e Social customs and festive events (such as the Tai Ping
Ching Chiu and the Yu Lan Festival)

e Traditional craftsmanship (such as paper offerings and
wood carving)

e Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the
universe (such as traditional Chinese medicine and feng shui)

These cultural forms are typically passed down through
generations and are characterized by their local relevance, living
nature, and strong community identity.
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Concept Explanation:

Intangible cultural heritage is not merely "ancient culture"; it is a
living cultural resource that embodies several key concepts:

1. Cultural Identity and Recognition

ICH represents the collective memory and everyday wisdom of
communities. It strengthens local cultural identity and, in diverse
societies like Hong Kong, helps foster social cohesion.

2. Living Heritage Passed Down Through Generations

ICH is not a static relic. It evolves and is transmitted through
practice, performance, and teaching, making it dynamic and full of
vitality.

3. Cultural Diversity and Inclusiveness

Each region's ICH reflects its unique history and values. Promoting
ICH encourages cross—cultural understanding and mutual respect.

4. Educational and Creative Resource

ICH can be integrated into education, design, tourism, and other
fields. It serves as a source of inspiration for creative industries
and enhances cultural literacy among younger generations.
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