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Hong Kong has been engulfed in collective sorrow as
the city mourns the victims of the devastating fire in Tai Po.
Across all sectors of society, tributes flow not only for those
who tragically lost their lives, but also for the firefighters
whose courage and sacrifice embody the highest ideals of
public duty. These solemn gestures are far more than ritual;
they honour the deceased, comfort the survivors, and forge
a shared sense of resolve essential to confronting adversity
together.

At this juncture, the foremost imperative is unequivocal:
to provide the injured with the best possible medical care,
ensure that displaced residents are properly supported, and
help them recover from the psychological shadows of the
disaster. The reconstruction of homes and restoration of
normalcy demand an orchestrated response — one that
hinges on the HKSAR Government's ability to coordinate
swiftly, departments' capacity to implement measures
decisively, and society's willingness to stand shoulder to
shoulder in solidarity.

On the first day of mourning, Chief Executive John Lee,
accompanied by principal officials and the civil service
leadership, observed a silent tribute to those who perished
in the Wang Fuk Court blaze. Outside Government
Headquarters, crowds gathered from early morning —
some elderly residents travelling across districts before
sunrise simply to "express a heartfelt gesture." In all 18
designated condolence points, and in parks near the
affected estate, long lines of residents queued patiently to
lay flowers and articulate their grief.

The city has also not forgotten the firefighters who ran
towards the flames in defence of Hong Kong's
safety. Outside the Shatin Fire Station, tables were
covered with an outpouring of flowers and handwritten
notes. One message addressed to the fallen firefighter Ho
Wai—ho — "Brother Ho, your shift is over. Rest in peace.
'—brought many to tears. A mother accompanied her two
young sons to pay respects, emphasizing to them the
importance of gratitude whenever help is received. Beyond
the fire services, members of numerous government
departments worked around the clock during the
emergency, displaying a level of diligence and responsibility
that deserves equal recognition.

From the moment the fire broke out, the HKSAR
Government has remained firmly at the forefront. The
Chief Executive convened multiple cross—departmental
emergency meetings, established task forces, and directed
a broad spectrum of relief operations with speed, structure
and precision. This coherent, centrally coordinated response
proved indispensable to stabilizing the situation.

Indeed, whether extinguishing the fire, organizing
rescue efforts, or undertaking relief, investigation, and
review, the government has rightly served as both organizer
and executor — and must continue to be the anchor of
support for the affected community. Public backing for
these efforts is not merely appropriate; it is essential for an
effective and humane disaster response. As noted in a
recent Gang Ao Ping column article, the chief executive
and the HKSAR government demonstrated the
responsibility and resolve expected of those "in the
driver's seat" and "the first to be held accountable"
through their swift, forceful response and effective
handling of the incident.There remains a daunting
volume of work ahead, but with the overall direction now
established, the only viable course is to press forward with
unwavering determination. Only through such resolve can
the government address public concerns, rebuild trust, and
guide Hong Kong towards recovery.

Yet it is troubling that even during a time of collective
grief, a minority of anti—government elements attempt to
exploit the tragedy. By spreading misinformation and
attacking the rescue efforts, they seek to sow division and
achieve the malicious objective of "creating chaos through
disaster." Such behaviour must be clearly recognized and
firmly rejected.

Although the emergency phase of the rescue has
concluded, helping residents heal from trauma and return to
normal life remains a long and demanding process. The
HKSAR Government is now mobilizing all resources to
provide temporary housing, financial and material support,
and policy assistance to affected families. A
cross—departmental

MHRREA) : A recent article on Hong Kong and Macao Work Office noted, the chief executive and the HKSAR
government demonstrated the responsibility and resolve expected of those "in the driver's seat" and "the
first to be held accountable" through their swift, forceful response and effective handling of the incident.
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Teachers today face pressure to meet not only academic
demands but also the broader social expectations expected
of those shaping the next generation.
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investigation team has been established to
ascertain the precise cause of the fire, and
enhanced citywide fire—safety inspections
are already under way.

At this critical juncture, unity is paramount.
Hong Kong must remain steadfast in
supporting the government's follow-up
and relief efforts, ensuring that the affected
residents can rebuild their lives, regain safety and
stability as soon as possible.
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54 : The entire region was engulfed by the aftermath of the hurricane,
leaving thousands displaced and in urgent need of aid.
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1§ll’j > The community was engulfed in sorrow, with residents mourning
the victims of the tragic incident.
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54 : The pandemic has engulfed the world, bringing economies and
societies to a standstill.
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1§I]"J . The government orchestrated a nationwide campaign to raise
awareness about climate change.
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1&1]1:7 : The rescue operation was orchestrated with precision, involving
multiple agencies working together seamlessly.
( EXRBIBETEIKIBEOHTH SRS EMENEESE )
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5l48) : The media coverage of the event was orchestrated to ensure
maximum exposure and public engagement.
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* Daunting ( PJ1aK9 ~ S ABEER adj. )
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f5l4) : Starting a new job can be a daunting prospect.
( FtEFT LIE TS BA R mANS o )
ERABERGEEGS  SHENBREER
5l4) : She has the daunting task of proofreading for 200000 words
every day.
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