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e Kick off ( Btk )
To begin.

1 : 1. The movie kicks off with a bank robbery.
2. The election kicked off at the weekend.

e Stand with ( 3z#¥ -~ B.---- 357E—i}#E )
To be or remain united.
%1 > 1. I will always stand with my friends.

2. They promised to stand with the govern—
ment in its attempts at tax reform.
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The Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) Annual Conference
kicked off yesterday in Boao, Hainan. At a time when
unilateralism and protectionism prevail globally, this
annual conference, aimed at "forging consensus and
promoting cooperation”, carries even greater signifi—
cance. It highlights China's firm determination and ac—
tions in promoting free trade and multilateralism. Ad-
dressing the Forum, Chief Executive John Lee Ka—chiu
said that Hong Kong will rise to global uncertainties
with an open posture and pursue new development
opportunities along three key directions, demonstrat—
ing Hong Kong's resolve to proactively participate in
regional cooperation and serve the nation's high-level
opening-up.

With a quarter—century history, the BFA has become
a key high-end dialogue platform in today's world.
Against the backdrop of ongoing conflicts in the Mid-
dle East and global economic turmoil, this year's con—
ference, themed Shaping a Shared Future: New Dy-
namics, New Opportunities, New Cooperation, carries
special significance. The BFA is not only a window for
China to showecase the vitality of its high—quality de—
velopment and its commitment to opening up to the
world, but also an important platform for the world to
share in China's opportunities and pursue win—-win co—
operation hand in hand. Notably, some prominent
guests have to be absent [from the Forum] due to the
impact of the Middle East situation on their home
countries. This highlights the complexity and severity
of the international situation under hegemonism and un—
derscores the practical significance of this year's con-
ference.

A key report released prior to the conference shows
that Asian economies now account for 49.7 per cent of
the global economy in terms of GDP (gross domestic
product), becoming the primary engine driving world
economic growth and firmly holding a core position in
global value chains (GVCs). The global value chain land—
scape now is characterized by “"Asia's dominance,
North America's stability and European Union's weak—
ening." This illustrates that, in spite of the severe im-—
pacts of unilateralism and protectionism, Asia remains
a crucial cornerstone for maintaining global security
and stability, with the importance of regional coopera—
tion further elevated.

Speaking at the "Global Free Trade Port Develop-
ment Forum" [of BFAI], John Lee said: "At a time of
mounting geopolitical tensions and rampant protec—
tionism, China's unwavering commitment to an open,
and inclusive, economic order and multilateral trade
gives this volatile world the reassurance it needs." Le—
veraging the advantages of "One Country, Two Sys—
tems", Hong Kong boasts a sound rule of law, free flow
of capital and talent, and a simple, low-tax regime, re—
mains the world's No.1 in economic freedom, and has
long upheld its commitment to free trade and multilat—
eralism.

John Lee's speech reflected a steadfast resolve to
stand with the nation in promoting global free trade
and multilateralism while seizing opportunities to
speed up development. The Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) is the world's largest
free trade agreement driven with China's joint effort,
which Hong Kong is actively seeking to join. It will al-
low Hong Kong to bring into play its unique advantag—
es and make greater contributions to regional econom-—
ic cooperation. Supporting Mainland enterprises in go—

ing global, on the other hand, is a move to put into
practice its mission of ‘leveraging Hong Kong's
strengths to contribute to the national needs", and fur—
thermore, a concrete action to align [itself] with the na—

tion's 15th Five—Year Plan and better fulfill its "integra—
tion and service" duties. The recent launch of the
comprehensively support Mainland enter—
prises in going global. Additionally, the
time. This not only reflects the nation's &
high trust in Hong Kong, but also pro— 1
Amid profound global changes, this year's confer—
ence not only aims to forge consensus and promote co—
of its five—year plan to go all out to promote innovation
and technology development and advance the construc—
strategy to cope with external upheavals but also an
exertion to seize development opportunities, consoli—
space for Hong Kong's long—term prosperity and
stability.

GoGlobal Task Force thematic websiteand
cross—sector professional services platform will u\
greatly enhance Hong Kong's capacity to

2026 APEC (Asia—Pacific Economic Co-

operation) Finance Ministers' Meeting

will be held in Hong Kong for the first

vides a significant opportunity for the city to

further consolidate and elevate its international
influence.

operation but also delivers an important message:
changes bring not only challenges but also new opportu—
nities. Right now, Hong Kong is accelerating the drafting
tion of the Northern Metropolis.

For Hong Kong, the combined efforts to implement
such a series of measures represent not only a solid
date competitive advantages, and pioneer a new phase
of high—quality development. This will undoubtedly in—
ject stronger momentum into and create broader
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* Prevail ( {4834/ L& v.)
To get control or influence.
i

1. Justice will prevail.
2. Did reason prevail over emotion ?

* Forge ( #& » & v.)

To put a lot of effort into making something successful or strong so that it
will last.

B

1. Strategic alliances are being forged with major Chinese companies.
2. It would be a mistake not trying to forge a consensus.

® Backdrop ([ E*H9 &R n.)
The general situation in which particular events happen.
B :

1. Their love affair began against a backdrop of war.
2. Against this bleak backdrop, there are rays of hope.

e Exertion (277 ' i n.)
The use of power, influence, effort etc to make something happen.
i

1. The exertion of authority over others is not always wise ; persuasion
may be better.
2. The contractors make special exertions to complete the project.

e Hand in hand ( —i8 ' #&F » &1F)
Together ; jointly ; in cooperation.

5] : 1. The chef works hand in hand with a nutri—
tionist.

2. Industrial growth and urbanization often go
hand in hand.

* Bring into play ( &8} - [ i ] SHE{EMA )

To cause ( sth) to start to operate so that one can
make use of it.

5l : 1. The exercise brings many skills into play.

2. The new rules will bring into play several
changes.
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The publlc is responding positively to the policy ( /AR Itk B 5K 8 2 fE =2
TF@B ) ; 5The company lowered prices in response to consumer
demand ( /Aaﬁﬁﬁfgﬂi@@iﬁﬁ‘%‘ﬁ@%* ) ©

Eonl (8] = [RIE | » BJ5TFcope with » deal withsghandle
% 2538 o 4 : She can't cope with all her work ( 1R £ FE < #h 89 T
f£) : He's good at dealing with pressure ( ﬁ%ﬁ’iﬁﬁiﬂiﬁ ) 5 = He
handled the situation very well ( ##3EEEEEEHET )
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