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A month has passed since the United States and
Israel launched military strikes against Iran. The con-—
flict remains ongoing, with risks continuing to spill
over, pushing the Middle East into a period of height—
ened uncertainty*. Yet amid escalating instability, cer—
tain constants remain clear: China's commitment to
peaceful development is unwavering, and Hong
Kong's unique position of being "backed by the moth—
erland and connected to the world" continues to pres—
ent distinct opportunities. Only by maintaining steady
and resilient development in the face of external turbu—
lence, while acting with urgency to advance key initia—
tives, can Hong Kong seize these rare opportunities,
strengthen its international competitiveness, and ac—
celerate its transition from stability to prosperity.

At present, this asymmetric conflict has reached a
stalemate. Iran's counterattacks have grown increas—
ingly forceful, while the United States finds itself in a
dilemma, unable to withdraw with ease. Conflicting
statements from US officials reveal internal hesitation:
Secretary of State Marco Rubio suggested the conflict
could last for weeks, while Vice President J.D. Vance
indicated no intention of prolonged involvement. With
both escalation and withdrawal being discussed simul-
taneously, a resolution remains unlikely in the short
term, and the trajectory of the Middle East situation
remains highly uncertain.

A month of warfare, costing thousands of inno—
cent lives, is enough to remind the world of the devas—
tating consequences of conflict. While the outcome of
the war remains unclear, certain lessons are becoming
increasingly evident: the abuse of force cannot resolve
fundamental issues, and dialogue and negotiation re—
main the only viable path forward. This further under-
scores the importance of China's long—standing com—
mitment to peaceful development and dispute resolu—
tion through negotiation. Amid widespread uncertain—
ty, there are still clear certainties—China's strategic di—
rection is firm, and Hong Kong's opportunities remain
intact.

The turmoil in the Middle East once again high—
lights the soundness of China's strategy of peaceful
development, independent of great—power rivalry, as
well as its foresight in advancing green energy trans—
formation. China adheres to a policy of non—alignment
and rejects hegemonic ambitions, refusing to fall into
the so-called "Thucydides Trap". It will neither be
drawn into hot or cold wars initiated by the United
States, but will continue to pursue its own path of de-
velopment, acting as a promoter of world peace, a
contributor to global development, and a defender of
the international order. On the one hand, China focus—
es on strengthening its domestic development and
overall national strength, injecting stability into global
peace and development; on the other hand, it actively
fulfills its responsibilities as a major power by promot—
ing dialogue and encouraging peaceful resolutions in
the Middle East.

Backed by a strong motherland, Hong Kong is not
only effectively managing the impact of geopolitical in—
stability, but is also witnessing a range of new devel-
opment opportunities. Its status as a "safe harbour" is
becoming increasingly prominent, attracting business—
es, capital, and talent at an accelerated pace.Hong
Kong is actively seizing these opportunities by aligning
itself with major national strategies and accelerating its
own high—quality development. The city's current pos—
itive trajectory can be captured in two key words: "sta—
bility" and "speed".

"Stability" refers to strategic stability, policy con—
sistency, and a steadily improving economic outlook.
Financial Secretary Paul Chan recently revealed that,
as of March 27, visitor arrivals to Hong Kong had ex—
ceeded 13.7 million this vyear, representing a
year—on-year increase of approximately 17%. The to—
tal retail sales figure for February, to be released this
week, is expected to show solid growth, potentially
marking the tenth consecutive month of year—on-year

increase. Meanwhile, the latest Global Financial Cen-
tres Index confirms that Hong Kong remains ranked
third globally and first in the Asia—Pacific region, with
its score continuing to rise and narrowing the
gap with the top two centres to just two and one

points respectively. U\

"Speed" refers to the accelerated implemen—
tation of established strategies and the rapid
transformation of major projects from

blueprint to reality. Secretary for Devel—

opment Bernadette Linn stated yester—

day that the introduction of dedicated

legislation to expedite the Northern

Metropolis development could short— &

en completion timelines for certain Q
projects by approximately one year. To—

day, Chief Secretary Eric Chan is leading a

delegation from the Task Force on the Planning

and Construction of University Towns to Zhejiang,
Beijing, and Xiong'an New Area to learn from main-
land experiences in accelerating university town de—
velopment. The Sha Ling Data Park, a key driver of
Hong Kong's innovation and technology development,
has demonstrated the "Northern Metropolis speed’,
with tendering confirmed and construction commenc—
ing within the same month. With major infrastructure
projects advancing at an accelerated pace, Hong
Kong's journey towards high—quality develop-—
ment is clearly gaining momentum.
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5 : In an increasingly volatile world, it is no longer sufficient to rely on tra—
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In an increasingly volatile world, the issue of ___ has become a pressing

concern. ( BiEEM) )

The current situation remains highly volatile, making it difficult to predict fu—
ture developments. ( #IRIRE L S » TR EER @ STEERBIRTIE A SERR )

In a volatile society, uncertainty often leads to increased anxiety among in—
dividuals. ( fRREZE )

In a volatile world, it is important to remain adaptable and open—minded.
( EREE)

The environment is volatile, however, this also creates room for innovation.
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5 = This underscores the importance of creating a more balanced educa-
tion system. (IS T B —EEIEHETENEE 4 )

— 1R

FEE/ET > underscore IRE RARAENENAZR » #HEIFIIRKR []—F] A—
{EE SR ERES o

St s —ERESRL G F & aTBAE—A

(1) This underscores the importance of
(2) This underscores the need to...

RAEHEERRERNERE °

B0 - TR BERNE > TUERREZELMETEREAE » ABEER
"(1)/(2)"

EARETERL T B [ | B [ 247 ] 8985 o

»1FER

ISAP @ ©
EEH N ER I EER#EE M (How to respond to uncertainty ) o Z£ DSE &1k

o [REEN | TAE—EHIEE » Me—ETUERRSERENDITAE o filan &
£~ #E -~ 3i¥ - RENEASREBBSSRENERRNRE - BIERKTRZ [E-FE

e Stalemate ( {85 ~ B&EAKEE n.)

BT » stalemate RBS ARG [BHEF

F~ EEE | OER 0 SHIEARTEME - ]

REZIABRER o ERFE—EREBRPLARE

o TN EEREERRREARERRX ©

Bl > ERESFIEE 0 TUERE | "Asare-

sult, the issue has reached a stalemate, making

it difficult to achieve any meaningful progress."
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With rapid technological advancement, the
future impact of technology remains uncer—
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This makes it difficult for individuals to plan
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While such uncertainty creates challenges,

—EHT (#8 ) SRE L] NEEHH EXEEERAREE o

it also encourages innovation and creativity.
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To respond effectively, it is important to

stay adaptable and continuously learn new
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Students today often face uncertainty about
their future career paths. 4B 4 T RERE
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This creates pressure, making it difficult for
them to make informed decisions. % * 3
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While this uncertainty can be stressful, it al-
so allows students to explore different pos—
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Schools should provide more guid—
ance to help students cope with these
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