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‘Against the backdrop of rapid change, the
future has become increasingly uncertain”
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Today marks the 11th National Security Educa—
tion Day, while the Hong Kong National Security
Law is approaching its sixth anniversary since imple—
mentation. The Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region Committee for Safeguarding National Secu-—
rity is hosting the opening ceremony and a thematic
seminar for the occasion. Xia Baolong, Director of
the Hong Kong and Macao Work Office of the Cen—
tral Committee and of the State Council's Hong
Kong and Macao Affairs Office, will attend via video
link and deliver a keynote speech. Against the back-
drop of escalating conflicts in the Middle East and
growing global instability, this year's National Secu-
rity Education Day enables Hong Kong residents to
gain a deeper understanding of the theme: "Proac-
tively aligning with the 15th Five—Year Plan while
maintaining a coordinated approach to development
and security." It also reinforces the recognition that
a stable and secure environment is hard—earned,
and strengthens the resolve to safeguard high—qual—
ity development through high—level security.

Yesterday, Ta Kung Pao published an exclusive
frontline report by its special correspondent from
the Strait of Hormuz. The article quickly went viral
across online platforms and social media, sparking
widespread discussion. The most common re—
sponse from readers was praise for the journalists'
courage and professionalism, coupled with wishes
for their safety. This reflects a broader reality: as
technology advances and information becomes
more abundant, the public's desire for truth only in—
tensifies, making on-the—ground reporting all the
more valuable. First—hand accounts from the front—
line bring the reality of war closer to home. A remark
from a local resident — "We envy those who live in
peaceful and stable countries" — serves as a power—
ful reminder of the preciousness of peace and sta—
bility.

For the Chinese people, although the threats
of war and territorial loss have long receded, the
struggle to safeguard national security has never
ceased. In today's world, where hegemonism is on
the rise, areas such as trade, finance and technology
are increasingly weaponised, and threats in non—tra—
ditional security domains are rapidly growing. It is
therefore essential to uphold a holistic approach to
national security, embedding awareness of national
security into everyday social life. Hong Kong, posi-
tioned at the forefront of this struggle, has experi—
enced these challenges firsthand. The unrest and
‘colour revolution" in 2019 left deep and lasting
scars. Meanwhile, so—called sanctions imposed by
the United States on central and HKSAR officials,
along with the imposition of a 145% tariff on Hong
Kong despite its zero—tariff status, exemplify acts of
coercion and bullying. These developments make
clear that external forces will not cease their at—
tempts to destabilise Hong Kong as a means of con—
taining China.

For this very reason, the need to strengthen
national security education in Hong Kong has be-
come increasingly urgent, and a comprehensive in—
stitutional framework has been established. Article
10 of the National Security Law explicitly stipulates
that "the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
shall promote national security education through
schools, social organisations, the media and the in—
ternet," thereby providing a firm legal foundation for
such efforts. In February this year, the State Council
Information Office released a white paper titled
"Hong Kong: Safeguarding China's National Security
Under the Framework of One Country, Two Sys—
tems." The document offers a comprehensive re—
view of Hong Kong's experience in safeguarding na—
tional security, outlines the responsibilities of the
executive, legislative and judicial branches as well as
various sectors of society, and provides clear guid—
ance for a collective societal effort in advancing na—
tional security education.

Around this year's National Security Education
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Day, accountable officials of the HK-
SAR government have expressed
their firm stance on safeguarding na—
tional security within their respective
policy areas. The eight disciplined

services have organised open days,
community—based national security )
education ambassadors have con-

ducted outreach at the grassroots lev—

el, and study tours for primary and second-
ary school students have been arranged to
Beijing and Nanjing. These initiatives have signifi—
cantly enhanced public awareness and understand—
ing of national security. The National Security Com-—
mittee's opening ceremony and thematic seminar,
together with a wide range of school and communi-—
ty activities, vividly illustrate that every Hong Kong
citizen is both a beneficiary and a guardian of nation—
al security. Far from being an abstract or distant
concept, national security is embedded in the ev—
eryday well-being and ordinary lives of the peo—
ple.
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5l . Against the backdrop of rapid digital transformation, traditional indus—
tries are being forced to rethink their long—term strategies.
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51 . Ultimately, these efforts help reinforce the foundations of a more resil—
ient and inclusive society.
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5] © Technology has become so deeply embedded in our lives that it is al—
most impossible to imagine functioning without it.
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programmes to help workers adapt to tech-
nological changes. Such measures can pro—
vide individuals with the skills needed to re—
main competitive in the job market." o
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