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Keeping two-way connection with Guangdong in mind to compile a good Five-year Plan for Hong Kong
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Guangdong officially released its 15th Five—year
Plan outline yesterday. Compared with the earlier
draft proposal, the key highlight of the finalized ver-
sion lies in the substantial increase in content related
to Guangdong—Hong Kong cooperation. It explicitly
proposes for the first time to proactively align with
Hong Kong's Northern Metropolis (NM) Develop—
ment Strategy, which draws wide attention, espe-
cially from Hong Kong society. Not only does it pro—
vide a clear and feasible road—map for deepening the
integration of the Guangdong-Hong Kong—Macao
Greater Bay Area (GBA) and enhancing Guang-
dong-Hong Kong collaboration, but it also gives
Hong Kong significant inspiration and reference for
drafting its first—ever Five—year Plan.

The full text of Guangdong's 15th Five—year Plan
outline is about 110,000 Chinese characters,which
noticeably puts the GBA construction at the top of its
priority tasks, proposing to build a vibrant and inter—
nationally—competent first—class bay area and a
world—class city cluster. Guangdong will join hands
with Hong Kong and Macao to reinforce consultation
and cooperation mechanisms and develop innovative
sourcing, industrial highlands, open hubs and happy
homes to turn the GBA into a powerful engine that
radiates across the entire province and region and
takes the lead in domestic and international develop—
ment.

As core members of the GBA, both Guangdong
and Hong Kong shoulder the heavy responsibility of
building a demonstration zone for high—quality devel—
opment and a pioneering area for Chinese-style
modernization. In its 15th Five—Year Plan, Guang-
dong aims to strengthen cooperation with Hong
Kong and proactively align itself with the NM devel—
opment, which is not only the intrinsic requirement
for the GBA integration but also an inevitable move to
enhance the international competitiveness of the city
cluster. This enlightens Hong Kong that drafting the
SAR's first Five—Year Plan is by no means a unilateral
matter. Rather, Hong Kong should not just restrict it-
self to consolidating its traditional strengths as an in—
ternational financial, shipping, and trade hub based
on its own unique position, but also must consider its
development within the broader national context and
the overall framework of the GBA.

It is the first time in history for Hong Kong to
compile a five—year plan, which is also an important
attempt to work out a medium- and long-term de—
velopment plan under a capitalist system. So there is
not much experience to draw on. Guangdong bor-
ders Hong Kong, with close economic ties, high inte—
gration of social circles and accelerated alignment of
rules and regulations. It is thus the most ready—made
learning target. Although there are differences be-
tween the two places in roles, economic structures
and social systems — and as such development plans
cannot be simply copied, yes during the process of
drafting Hong Kong's Five—year Plan, Guangdong's
experience can serve as a conceptual inspiration and
provide cooperation interfaces in areas such as proj—
ect alignment and policy coordination, thereby help—
ing speed up and improve the quality and efficiency
of the plan drafting process.

The most important inspiration from Guang—
dong's 15th Five—Year Plan for Hong Kong lies in its
equal emphasis on both "hard connectivity" and "soft
connectivity". On the hardware side, Guangdong is to
vigorously promote inter—connectivity among infra—
structure such as rail transit, airports, ports, and en—
ergy and water networks, to build a "GBA on rails".
On the software front, Guangdong is to focus on
aligning rules and mechanisms
and facilitating the smooth
cross—border flows of

people, capital, technology and data. As for Hong
Kong's current priorities — innovation and technology
development and industrial collaboration, Guangdong
leverages on both the Guangzhou-Shenzhen—Hong

Kong and Guangzhou-Zhuhai—Macao Sci-
ence and Technology Innovation Corridors

to strengthen Industry—University—Re—
search Collaboration and commercializa—
tion of research and development
(R&D) outcomes, and integrate
science and technology with in—
dustry. Hong Kong could learn
from all such proven pathways.

In particular, Guangdong's
plan states for the first time to
align with Hong Kong's NM de—
velopment, and elaborates in
detail on specific aspects such as
park development, industrial introduc—
tion, project layout, facility construction, tal-
ent recruitment, and ecological environment
protection. This not only injects strong external
momentum into accelerating the NM develop-
ment but also provides valuable experiences to
draw on in terms of institutional reform, develop-
ment modes and industrial distribution.

Hong Kong's first Five—Year Plan must look be—
yond itself to view the SAR from the standpoint of
the nation as a whole, and from the allover sit—
uation of global development. The drafting
process now comes to a critical phase.
Guangdong's plan provides an excellent
example and important reference, as
well as ready—made interfaces for in—
tegrated development. By drawing on
Guangdong's experience, Hong Kong
can speed up compiling its own plan
and enhance the quality, and also en—
sure the successful implementation
of the plan, thereby promoting Hong
Kong's deeper involvement in the GBA
development and its better integration
into and service to the country's overall
development.

* Align ( ([5&-----1—8v.)

To bring into agreement, close cooperation, etc.

i

1.He aligned himself with the protesters.

2.The prime minister is aligning himself with the liberals.

e Vibrant ( FE#mi& 789 adj. )
Full of life and energy.
i
1.Thailand is at its most vibrant during the New Year celebrations.

2.This area will develop into a vibrant commercial centre.

* Compile (#zH! ' #Ev.)

To collect information from different places and arrange it in a
book, report, or list, etc.

i
1.He compiled a book of poems.

2.It took years to compile the dictionary.

e Lie in sth. ( 7#4ER  7E/Y)
To exist or be found in something.
i :

1.The success of our campaign lies in establishing trust among
rural voters.

2.The fate of the company lies in the banker's hands.

® Turn sb/sth into ( %A% )

To make somebody/something become something.
i

1.Hollywood discovered her and turned her into a star.
2.The prince was turned into a frog by the witch.

¢ Restrict oneself to sth. ( #EHSHER BRHIZE----- )
To limit oneself to a particular thing or activity.
i
1.lf he's driving, he restricts himself to one glass of wine.

’ 2.l restrict myself to playing the game only twice a day.
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¢ Join hands ( #&F » &1k )

To unite in a common cause.

i :

1.Let's join hands to make this project a success

2.The two companies decided to join hands to devel—
op a new product

® Take the lead (in doing sth) (#588 » §85%¢)

To be the first to start doing something or be

most active in doing something.

i

1.0ur team has taken the lead in the second half.

2.Their company has taken the lead in developing this
new technology.

o As for ( B - I =

With regard to ; concerning.

i

1.As for the budget, we will discuss it tomorrow.
2.As for my past, I'm not telling you anything.
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IEE A B iEkeep something in mindfE
2&  To remember or think about something
when doing something ( ZE R EEHILESE
AL ) s Hokeep—3a o Hibear B o 40 :
| will keep your advice in mind ( &z
R B4 ) ; Please bear in mind
that the deadline is tomorrow ( 35321%
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