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Term Explanation:

‘Intangible Cultural Heritage'refers to cultural
expressions that exist in forms such as oral
traditions, performing arts, social practices,
festive events, and traditional craftsmanship,
rather than tangible buildings or artifacts. It
emphasizes the knowledge, skills, and cul—
tural values formed during human historical
development, passed down through genera—
tions. According to the Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heri-
tage (adopted by UNESCO in 2003), intangi—
ble cultural heritage includes:

e Oral traditions and expressions (e.g., folk—
tales, ballads)

® Performing arts (e.g., opera, dance, music)

® Social practices, rituals, and festive events
(e.g., Da Jiu Festival, Dragon Boat Festival)

® Knowledge and practices concerning na-—
ture and the universe (e.g., agricultural cal-
endars, traditional medicine)

e Traditional craftsmanship
textiles, wood carving)
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Concept Explanation:

(e.g., ceramics,

The core of intangible cultural heritage lies in 'living
transmission." It is not static relics but dynamic cultural
expressions that evolve through social and community
interactions. Its concept covers the following aspects:

e Community identity: Intangible cultural heritage often
represents the collective memory and identity of a
community, fostering a sense of belonging.

e Cultural continuity: Passed down through genera—
tions, it preserves traditional skills and customs, pre—
venting cultural discontinuity.

e Multiple values: It holds historical significance and
educational, artistic, economic, and tourism value,
promoting cultural exchange.

® Balance of preservation and development: Safe—
guarding intangible cultural heritage is not only about
conserving its original form but also finding ways to
sustain it in modern society, integrating it into con—
temporary life.
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Term Explanation:

"‘Da Jiu Festival" is an important folk
festival in Cheung Chau, Hong Kong.
It originated in the late 19th century
when residents from Hailufeng orga—
nized a ritual to thank the deity Pak
Tai for driving away a plague. The
event was later moved to North
Street in Cheung Chau and gradually
expanded to include Hakka and Can-
tonese communities, becoming a reli—
gious and communal activity for all
island residents. Its main elements
include:

¢ \Worship of Pak Tai: Praying for di—
saster relief and peace.

® Deliverance of souls: Rituals to ap—
pease spirits and maintain commu—
nity harmony.

e Festival features: The "Floating Co-—

lours" parade and Bun Scrambling
competition, attracting both locals
and visitors.

e Cultural status: In 2011, it was in—
scribed on the third batch of Na-
tional Intangible Cultural Heritage
representative items.
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Concept Explanation:

The essence of Da Jiu Festival lies in "living
transmission." It is not merely a religious ritual
but also a manifestation of coommunity culture.

e Community identity: Residents participate
collectively in worship and parades, foster—
ing belonging and shared identity.

e Cultural continuity: Traditional rituals and
skills are passed down through generations,
preventing cultural discontinuity.

e Multiple values: It embodies religious, his—
torical, educational, tourism, and cultural ex—
change significance.

® Balance of preservation and development:
While preserving traditional rituals, modern
carnival elements are incorporated to en—
gage younger generations and integrate tra—
dition with contemporary life.
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