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Achieving full alignment with the nation's 15th
Five—Year Plan and formulating Hong Kong's
first—ever five—year development blueprint consti-
tute one of the city's most important priorities at
present. Chief Executive John Lee recently an-
nounced that the government aims to release a pub-—
lic consultation document within this quarter, with
the official plan to be completed and published with—
in the year—a timeline that is notably earlier than pre—
viously anticipated. The Hong Kong SAR Govern-
ment's proactive and time—conscious governing ap—
proach deserves full recognition. Yet, whether
viewed from the perspective of rapidly changing ex—
ternal circumstances or Hong Kong's own develop—
mental needs, the drafting of the city's five—year
plan should be further accelerated. Some have sug-
gested that, while maintaining high standards, the
plan should ideally be unveiled by the third quarter.

The significance of the five—year plan to Hong
Kong's economic and social development cannot be
overstated. It will bring substantial opportunities to
the city while bearing directly on the interests and
well-being of all sectors of society and the wider
public.

The SAR Government and various sectors of so—
ciety have already undertaken extensive preparatory
work in implementing the Central Government's di-
rectives regarding the plan. Led personally by the
Chief Executive and coordinated primarily by the
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau, all policy
bureaux have established dedicated task groups. Im-
mediate thematic studies covering six major areas
and around 120 research topics have already com-
menced, encompassing fields such as the develop-
ment of the Northern Metropolis, the economy, fi—
nance, and innovation and technology. Under an ex—
ecutive—led framework, the government and the
Legislative Council have also established mecha-
nisms for collaborative research and the collection of
public views.

Nevertheless, more than a month has passed
since the release of the national 15th Five—Year Plan
outline, while different regions across the coun—
try—particularly neighbouring Guangdong — have
successively rolled out their own corresponding
plans. Hong Kong must therefore move faster and
work more efficiently in advancing its own formula—
tion process. Admittedly, the nation and mainland
authorities possess extensive experience and insti—
tutional foundations in implementing five—year plans,
whereas Hong Kong is embarking on such an un—
dertaking for the first time. As with all pioneering ef-
forts, difficulties are inevitable, especially given the
tight schedule and heavy responsibilities involved.
Even so, this task is of exceptional importance and
unavoidable necessity. Moreover, Hong Kong pos-—
sesses a number of unique strengths and favourable
conditions that make accelerated progress entirely
achievable.

First, both the SAR Government and society at
large have already developed a strong awareness
and broad consensus regarding the significance and
urgency of introducing a five—year plan. This is not
only inspired by the nation's successful development
experience and the need to respond to dramatic
shifts in the external environment, but also driven by
Hong Kong's own internal demand for economic
transformation, upgrading, and high—quality develop—
ment. Whether it is consolidating traditional
strengths or cultivating new growth drivers and en-
hancing Hong Kong's international competitiveness,
greater emphasis must be placed on strategic fore—
sight, long—term planning, and policy coordination.

The market, the business sector, and ordi—
nary citizens alike are all eagerly awaiting
the release of the plan, hoping to find a
greater sense of certainty as well as
clearer prospects for personal devel-
opment and future living.

Second, although this is Hong &
Kong's first attempt at formulating a Q
five—year plan, the city is not starting
from scratch. The national 15th Five—Year
Plan outline, particularly the section on Hong
Kong and Macao, has already provided a clear stra—
tegic blueprint for the city's future development.
Guangdong's own 15th Five-Year Plan, formulated
within the broader framework of the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, also
provides valuable reference points for Hong Kong,
especially in key areas such as the development of
the Northern Metropolis and the building of an inter—
national innovation and technology hub. Further—
more, Hong Kong benefits from the strong institu—
tional advantages of "One Country, Two Systems,"
efficient governance characterised by construc—
tive interaction between the executive and leg—
islative branches, and world—class profes-—
sional expertise in law, finance, and think
tanks. All these strengths can play a vital
role in expediting the formulation process.

Development brooks no delay, and op-
portunities are fleeting. Hong Kong's
five—year planning process is supported not
only by clear guidance from the Central Au-
thorities and broad backing from society, but
also by the city's unique institutional strengths
and readily available experience to draw upon.
Difficulties should therefore not become grounds
for hesitation, nor should they impede progress. The
SAR Government should continue to press ahead
with urgency, consolidate collective efforts, and en-
hance efficiency while safeguarding quality stan-
dards. A comprehensive plan for Hong Kong's
long—term future must be delivered without delay.
This will allow it to align with the Policy Address in
the second half of the year, fulfil its strategic guiding
role, and inject sustained momentum into the city's
transition from stability to prosperity.
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e Proactive ( &Y - 1&HE
SERE adj. ) il -

e Consensus ( 35 n.)

i : After hours of debate, the committee finally

We must take a proactive

approach to addressing

climate change before it is  #t&ko )

too late. R -
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reached a consensus on the new policy.

» EESRNTBEREMR

e ConsensustE& BT sRE S FEMMN—HE
R > BlagreementN[@ o agreement o] A2
WA Z B * MconsensusiizBBLEE 4

e BETRATHLT ' At TEFRERa
consensus / consensuses

o & HIBH : reach/build/achieve consensus ;
broad / growing / general consensus © 3% s >C

A BEIE o
HREER st ERERAHER o
X "proactive actions' EREER

=il

v %2 "take a proactive approach
/stance" Eihj& o

X "they made consensus"
v FEE Areach / build / achieve consensus

Embark on (#F - B E[¥

TE{EFERIZ] ) - 1.The significance of X cannot be over— FERX -FEENE c MELIILH

&) - stated. ( EEMARAEM ) (importance + necessity) ° 3% B8
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e {315) 7R &f | Addressing youth unemployment
and T B NESR hAHNEEE "press ahead' ( B ERIE ) 1L

The city is embarking onan
ambitious plan to become a

global innovation hub. . important' 328 % > MAEXE2RA0 is of exceptional importance
(SR HESFHT—EHE & =Jko unavoidable necessity if Hong Kong is
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1. RS N¥E — "press ahead with urgency"
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B "X cannot be overstated" ©

e 5]4) 7~ %0 : The significance of mental
health education to young people's
long—term well-being cannot be
overstated. ( VIEBREHEHFRAR
i%%%)ﬂtﬁ’qig'l‘&* ' BEEGEA DR R
:L:L [e]

e O B K L FEFKIE  cannot be
emphasised enough/ is of paramount
importance /is of the utmost importance °

2.X is of exceptional importance and un—

avoidable necessity. ( FEEZMEIE

%)

¢ "Of + abstract noun" 2 F X Z HEHE
HAXN o HEZAELLRLZARE

(important — of importance ) » ZER
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EREBHEZESANMTHNESE )

o E % A = : of great/ considerable/
strategic significance ; of immediate /
long—term concern o

3.X bears directly on Y. ( & # &

®'Bearon' BEE [ BEERREZE
Egffooenac BEE | > Lk "affect" 5 "relate
to' BEMW » BFH [EAZE] NES
BOK o fii_E "directly" E3AARIE <K o

e 5|47~ % : The quality of air pollution
control bears directly on the health
and quality of life of every resident.
(ZRTEGIENNN 0 BEBEFRTS
—fNmROBREEFEE © )

e ]G] 7= & : With the deadline approaching, the committee must
press ahead with urgency and finalise the recommendations
without further delay. ( BEEHAREET + ZE € WANBEHE T1E »
RREMERAE  TEEEEE )

2.EBREARKET » #BARZE AN — "Development waits for no one, and

opportunities do not linger."

o [BAHT] BRERHEANZEFHKM o FE R B "time does not
wait for us" > M2 FEIA AL "development" s £ 4] FH X = HE

(BEAE ) ERfish > BRRELE o FAFER T RXEE "time
and tide wait for no man" 898)=\ » EEREENY [#REE -~ FEIX] o

o {3]4) 7R &0 : In the race for technological leadership, progress waits
for no one. Every year of inaction is a year of falling behind. ( 3
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o H{ha#Z2:85% | "Time and tide wait for no one" ( &
¥ S| B % X EE )/ "Opportunities, once missed,
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