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The Director of the Hong Kong and Macao Work
Office of the Communist Party of China Central Com—
mittee and the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office
of the State Council, Mr Xia Baolong, concluded his
inspection visit to Hong Kong yesterday. During the
brief two days, Mr Xia traveled indefatigably, visiting
nine key locations to both go deep into the frontlines
to gauge the pulse of development and engage in
warm exchanges to show care for public well-being.
Upon his departure, Mr Xia gave a "thumbs—up" to the
Chief Executive, Mr John Lee, a scene that was pro—
foundly meaningful. This was not only a recognition of
the HKSAR Government's work, but also embodied
the Central Government's earnest expectations for
Hong Kong to accelerate its economic transformation
and achieve high—quality development.

The timing and spatial layout of this inspection
visit hold unique and profound meaning. Coinciding
with the launch of the public consultation for Hong
Kong's first Five—Year Plan, Mr Xia's research visit to
Hong Kong fully reflects the Central Government's
high regard for Hong Kong's alignment with the Na—
tional 15th Five—Year Plan. From the Hung Shui Kiu
University Town Area and the Microelectronics Cen-
tre in Yuen Long InnoPark to the Kwu Tung North
New Development Area and Light Public Housing, the
first day of the itinerary focused on major key projects
within the Northern Metropolis, gaining on-site in—
sights into land development, industrial layout, and
public housing support, while also interacting warmly
with public housing residents to show care for the vi—
tal interests of citizens. The Northern Metropolis
serves as both a strategic hub for Hong Kong's inte—
gration into the Greater Bay Area and a crucial lever
for resolving deep—seated conflicts in land and hous—
ing; it must be advanced with accelerated speed and
quality, and its current good progress and the "sight of
sunshine" are highly encouraging.

The second day's itinerary focused on Shen-
zhen—Hong Kong connectivity and international indus—
trial advantages, with visits to the new Huanggang
Port and the container terminals. The new Huanggang
Port aims to create an upgraded version of the "co—lo—
cation arrangement’, unblocking bottlenecks in the
flow of technological innovation, talent, and materials
between Shenzhen and Hong Kong; meanwhile, the
container terminals concern port transformation and
the cultivation of high—end maritime services, consol-
idating Hong Kong's status as an international ship—
ping centre. With one end connected to the vast
mainland market and the other facing the global eco—
nomic and trade network, the inspection of these two
nodes carries profound significance.

Mr Xia's "thumbs—up" is both an encouragement
and a spur. As the current global economic landscape
undergoes profound adjustments and competition
among neighboring city clusters intensifies, Hong
Kong faces the severe challenge of "moving forward
or falling behind; even moving slowly means falling
behind". Throughout this inspection, Mr Xia's recogni-
tion of the Northern Metropolis construction, his at—
tention to the upgrading of the new Huanggang Port,
and his observations on the transformation of the
container terminals all demonstrate that the Central
Government expects Hong Kong to dismantle barriers
to the cross—border flow of production factors, so as
to not only consolidate its traditional competitiveness
but also accelerate the cultivation of new develop-
mental advantages, achieving breakthroughs in devel-
opment through deep integration into the overall na—
tional development.

The key to accelerating transformation to achieve
tangible results lies in taking planning as the guide and
building social consensus. The formulation of Hong
Kong's first Five—Year Plan marks a profound shift in
the HKSAR Government's governance philosophy
from "positive non—interventionism" to a "combination
of a proactive government and an efficient market".
During the current public consultation phase, all sec—
tors of society need to actively offer suggestions and
advice, contributing wisdom particularly on core is—
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sues such as how to deepen the interface
of rules in the Greater Bay Area and how
to ensure the orderly advancement of the
multi-billion—dollar  projects in the
Northern Metropolis. The vitality of a
plan lies in its execution. From the
“two—envelope tender" system in &
‘large—scale land disposal" to the for— 3
mulation of dedicated legislation for the

Northern Metropolis, and to the alignment

of cross—border infrastructure, every measure
tests the government's executive capability and so—
ciety's level of cooperation.

‘One Country, Two Systems" is Hong Kong's
greatest advantage, and the Central Government will
always be Hong Kong's strongest backing. The clear
signal delivered by Mr Xia's visit is that the Central
Government cares deeply about and highly supports
Hong Kong's economic transformation and develop—
ment, hoping that all sectors in Hong Kong will act
proactively to accelerate the breakthrough in develop—
ment. To live up to the "thumbs—up" with brave ac—
tions, all sectors of Hong Kong must embrace a
sense of urgency that brooks no delay, proac—
tively align with national strategies, firmly
grasp the opportunities of the National 15th
Five—Year Plan, and leverage the Five—Year
Plan as a key lever to dare to tackle the "hard
bones" of deep-seated conflicts in land, tal-
ent, and innovation and technology. Only in
this way can Hong Kong reshape its competi—
tive edge amid fierce regional competition,
achieve a new leap forward for itself in the
process of serving the development of the na-
tion's new quality productive forces, and respond
to the high expectations of the Central Government
and the aspirations of citizens with solid outcomes of
transformation.

* Unblock ( ¥Ti# - Bl 3885 ERiE] v. )
To remove an obstruction or barrier from a path, flow, or system.
i

1. The upgraded port infrastructure aims to unblock the flow of technologi—
cal innovation, talent, and materials.

2. The government introduces new measures to unblock bottlenecks in
cross—border logistics.

¢ Consolidate ( [ v.)

To make a position of power, success, or safety stronger, more solid, or
more secure.

B

1. The new measures will help consolidate Hong Kong's status as an inter—
national shipping centre.

2. Reading regularly is a great way to consolidate your vocabulary knowl-
edge.

e Consensus ( 3#5&n.)
A general agreement around something among a group of people.
i

1. Building a broad social consensus is the key to accelerating economic ,
transformation.

2. After much debate, the students finally reached a
consensus on their graduation project.
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To fulfill expectations, standards, or promises through proactive per— ¢ Brooks no delay
formance. j ( BFAFHAF)

5 2 1. We must work hard to live up to the "thumbs—up" given by the A IEEEE »
Central Government. : LM 0 MASLZ ST
2. The new movie didn't quite live up to the audience's high expecta— o

tions. : 5] 1 1. To reshape its com-—

° Align with ( .ﬁ. ...... ﬂ-& ] .Eﬁi. ...... maﬂ_& )

To bring components, policies, or strategies into cooperation or agree—

ment with a broader plan.

5] 1 1. Hong Kong needs to proactively align its local develop—

ment with national strategies.
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petitive edge, Hong Kong
must act with a sense of
urgency that brooks no
delay.

2. Environmental protec—
tion is a critical matter that

! —_ll 2. Make sure your career goals align with your personal values. brooks no delay.
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