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Term Explanation:

Intangible cultural heritage encompasses the prac—
tices, representations, expressions, knowledge,
and skills —as well as the associated instru—
ments, objects, artifacts, and cultural spaces —
that communities recognize as part of their cultural
heritage.

According to the 2003 Convention, it manifests in
five broad domains: oral traditions, performing arts,
social practices/rituals/festive events, knowledge
concerning nature, and traditional craftsmanship.
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Concept Explanation:

e |ntangible cultural heritage is not a static or fro—
zen historical relic, but a dynamic culture that "is
transmitted through generations and constantly
adapts to changing times". For instance, the
overseas spread of Lunar New Year culture and
its "localization" across various parts of Asia (such
as "Lo Heil" in Singapore and Malaysia, and the
making of square sticky rice cake "banh chung"
in Vietnam) vividly demonstrate the vitality of in—
tangible cultural heritage during its transmission.

® |ntangible cultural heritage helps enhance na-—
tional identity. The successful inscription of the
Lunar New Year as a world intangible cultural
heritage serves as an irreplaceable spiritual bond
for uniting Chinese sons and daughters at home
and abroad, and for deepening their sense of
cultural identity.

® Protecting intangible cultural heritage helps "fos—
ter respect for cultural diversity." The ways vari—
ous countries celebrate the festival vary signifi—
cantly due to regional and cultural differences.
Such diverse festive customs embody the
shared spiritual wealth of humankind.
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Term Explanation:

Overall national strength is the mani—
festation of a country's total capabili—
ties, composed of material "hard pow—
er' and non—material "soft power".

Cultural soft power refers to a nation's
ability to exert a non—coercive, attrac—
tive influence on the global stage
through its cultural heritage, core val—
ues, and international discourse powver.
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Concept Explanation:

® \\Vhen a nation's traditional culture is
transformed into a "cultural symbol
universally accepted, recognized,
and appreciated by the world", the
country's soft power is significantly
enhanced. The Lunar New Year be—
ing designated as a statutory holiday
in over 20 countries worldwide and
influencing one—fifth of the global
population is a direct manifestation
of this cultural attractiveness.

® The number of intangible cultural
heritage items possessed by a na—
tion serves as one of the solid indi—
cators to measure its cultural depth.
Through successful inscription, a
country can better participate in the
formulation of international cultural
rules and elevate its cultural dis—
course power within international
organizations.
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