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.Headfor('ﬁfjﬁyﬁn ...... EE)

To move or travel toward a specific place, person, or direction.

] - 1.I'm heading for town.
2.She took her coat and headed for the door.

¢ Press ahead/forward ( ( FREH ) EFHEE )

A severe mudslide disaster recently struck Gyirong
County in Xizang, tugging at the hearts of people across the
country including Hong Kong compatriots. Following the di—
saster, the Central Government attached great importance to
the situation, and General Secretary Xi Jinping immediately is—
sued important instructions. Rescue forces from all over the
country swiftly rushed to the scene. Now, some rescuers
have already advanced into the core disasterhit zone, demon-
strating the nation's powerful rescue capacity. Ta Kung Pao
sent journalists deep into the disasterstricken area, where
they saw with their own eyes this heroic rescue operation of
racing against time to save lives, and witnessed the heart—
warming moments of aid and support pouring in from all
quarters and the united will of the people. They also gained a
deeper appreciation for the blood-thicker—than-water bond
of kinship between Hong Kong and Xizang, a bond that tran—
scends mountains and seas.

The disaster—stricken core area features complex terrain
and harsh weather conditions. The mudslide severed roads
and disrupted communications, making rescue operations ex—
tremely challenging. Yet, over the past five days, rescue
teams pressed ahead step by step. Upon receiving rescue or—
ders, firefighters, officers and soldiers of the People's Libera—
tion Army (PLA) and People's Armed Police (PAP) sprang in-
to action, heading for the most severelyhit and most dan—
gerous frontline sites. At sites where landslides and mud-
slides could erupt again at any moment, rescuers braved se—
vere weather, hiking long distances to carry relief supplies
and using their bare hands to search for and rescue trapped
people. Ignoring the mud and exhaustion, they fought through
the night, building a steel wall with their own flesh and blood
to safeguard lives.

Communication is the lifeline of disaster relief. Thanks to
allout repair efforts, telecommunication signals at the Gyirong
Port have been rapidly restored and extended to cover the
core rescue site, providing vital support for command and co-
ordination, supply distribution and casualty evacuation. The
Information Office of the People's Government of the Xizang
Autonomous Region held a press conference in Gyirong
Town yesterday, releasing the latest information on the disas—
ter and updates on the rescue efforts, and emphasized the
importance of “four all-out efforts": making all-out efforts in
search and rescue, making all-out efforts in the relocation
and resettlement of affected people, making all-out efforts to
identify and address potential hazards, and making all-out ef-
forts to handle post—disaster matters properly.

The disaster in Xizang has deeply tugged at the heart-
strings of people across the country, including more than sev-
en million Hong Kong compatriots. The Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region Government swiftly activated its emer—
gency response mechanism to support the rescue efforts and
post—disaster reconstruction, through measures such as set-
ting aside HK$50 million from the Disaster Relief Fund. All
sectors of Hong Kong society are also paying close at—
tention; enterprises such as the Sino Group have an-
nounced donations to aid the disaster relief, and peo—
ple from all walks of life have expressed their concern,
demonstrating the flesh—and blood bond and shared
destiny between Hong Kong and the Mainland. Re-
porters from Ta Kung Pao covering the situation in Shi-
gatse truly felt the simplest yet most heartfelt emotion
conveyed in the local residents' words: "It feels like
we're all one family."

Although Hong Kong and Xizang are geographical—
ly far apart, their exchanges and cooperation have be—
come increasingly close in recent years. As recently as
mid—August this year, a Tibetan delegation visited
Hong Kong and signed several Memorandums of Un—
derstanding (MoU) on green development and agricul—
tural products. At the end of last year, the Commis—
sioner of Hong Kong Customs led a delegation to visit
Xizang, where both sides engaged in in—depth ex-—
changes on promoting bilateral economic and trade
ties, strengthening efforts to combat cultural relic
smuggling, and deepening customs cooperation. Dur—
ing the visit, the delegation made a special trip to the
Gyirong Port and the Shigatse International Land Port,
to conduct onsite inspections of port and border infra—
structure and learn about cargo supervision and cus—
toms clearance procedures for the South Asian Freight
Trains. As an important trade gateway
open to South Asia, the Gyirong Port plays
a pivotal role in facilitat—

* Brave ( BEYMI%S »

ing trade along the Belt and
Road. It is foreseeable that
once post—disaster recon-—
struction is completed, the
scope for cooperation be—
tween the two regions in
areas such as logistics

and clearance, economic

and trade exchanges, and
cultural interactions will be
even broader.

This sudden mudslide disaster
posed a severe test. Yet the "China
Speed’, "China Strength" and "China Com-
passion" displayed during the rescue efforts
once again underscored the unparalleled ad—
vantages of our state system. Faced with major
natural disasters, the Central Authorities coordi—
nate the overall situation and give precise directions.
Government departments and local authori-
ties across the country collaborate effi—
ciently and act in concert. Communi—
ties from all walks of life unite and
offer generous support. The pow-—
erful cohesion of the whole na—
tion working as one forms a solid
foundation for us to overcome
all hardships and risks.
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® Rush ( 21T #2% v.)
To move, act, or complete a task very quickly and with a sense of ur—

gency.
5 : 1.Firefighters rushed to the scene of the burning building
2.The children rushed out of school.

BER v.)

To deal with dangerous or difficult things without fear.
5 : 1.Let's brave the snow and go for a walk.
2.The firefighters braved the flames to rescue the family.

® Gateway ( HHAR ' FIF n.)

A place through which you can go to reach another larger place.
1 : 1.Perth is the gateway to Western Australia
2.Manchester is known as the gateway to the north.

o Cohesion (¥E () 'BEfEn.)

The act or state of keeping together.
5] : 1.The cohesion of the armed forces was rapidly breaking down.
2.The lack of cohesion within the party lost them votes in the
election.
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® Tug at one's/the heart/heartstrings

( EBYAD » FHENDF)

To cause a sudden, deep feeling of strong emotion.
5] : 1.She had felt something tug at her heart the

moment she saw the puppy.

2.The writer knows exactly how to tug at
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To continue to do something in a determined way.
5 : 1.She pressed forward with her work.
2.They're determined to press ahead with their plans despite
opposition.

readers' heartstrings.
* Spring into action ( 3ZB{T&h )
To suddenly become active, start moving, or start
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e Set (sth) aside (B ' FAEE) working. z oL
. : . %1 : 1.They were prepared and ready to spring Shigatse » 5 & TRER P FIRREMAT S ﬁ
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