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The much-anticipated "Tiangong Class" Hong
Kong and Macao Special Session was successfully
held yesterday. The Shenzhou-23 crew, including
Hong Kong's first payload specialist, Lai Ka-ying,
explained and demonstrated scientific experiments
from space for primary and secondary school stu-
dents in Hong Kong and Macao. They also engaged
in a live dialogue with students on Earth. It was the
first time that national-level aerospace and science
education resources had been specially brought to
Hong Kong and Macao. The arrangement fully dem-
onstrated the central authorities' high regard and
special care for the two cities. It is also of profound
significance in fostering young people's affection
for the country, encouraging them to pursue inno-
vation and technology, and accelerating Hong
Kong's integration into and contribution to national
development.

Meticulously planned and prepared, the
‘space lesson" was packed with fascinating demon-
strations and lively interaction. Scientific experi—
ments and physical phenomena demonstrated by
the astronauts in microgravity drew bursts of
amazement and applause from students watching
the live broadcast. One of the most memorable mo-
ments came when Dr Lai Ka-ying, Hong Kong's
payload specialist, conducted her presentation en—
tirely in Cantonese. She took students on a virtual
tour of the space kitchen and shared how baking a
cake in space reminded her of Hong Kong's beloved
street snack, egg waffles. She also spoke about un-
dergoing extreme training, including desert survival
and sleep deprivation, and how sheer determination
helped her overcome the challenges. The warm en—
couragement and inspiring story of this "senior from
space" struck a chord with young people in Hong
Kong and Macao and sparked their curiosity about
the unknown.

A space lesson specially arranged for Hong
Kong and Macao speaks volumes about the central
authorities' care for young people in the two cities.
As is widely known, the China Space Station has an
extremely demanding schedule, with scientific ex—
periments and research missions conducted one af-
ter another. Even so, a special Tiangong Class ses—
sion dedicated to Hong Kong and Macao was incor—
porated into the Shenzhou-23 mission. Such an un—
precedented arrangement reflects the country's
care for and expectations of the younger generation
in both cities. Under "one country, two systems" ,
people in Hong Kong and Macao are not merely
supporters of the country's modernization. They are
active participants in it. Hong Kong's future is close—
ly tied to that of the nation, sharing both its achieve—
ments and responsibilities.

For young people in Hong Kong, this was not
only a "top—tier" science lesson but also a vivid and
direct lesson in patriotism. By combining the coun—
try's major scientific and technological achieve-
ments with the astronauts' personal stories of per—
severance, the session proved far more compelling
than conventional textbook preaching. Through the
astronauts' accounts of their training and inner
struggles, Hong Kong students could gain a genuine
understanding of the spirit of China's manned space
programme: the courage to endure hardship, to
fight, to tackle difficult problems and to make sacri—
fices. Such values can help young people develop a
sound outlook on life and a strong sense of values.
They can also inspire them to connect their person—
al aspirations with the country's development and
quietly sow the seeds of love for the country and
Hong Kong, as well as enthusiasm for innovation
and technology.

The space lesson also showcased Hong Kong's

strengths in scientific research and its abil-
ity to attract talent. As Chief Executive
John Lee Ka-chiu said in his speech,
‘The dream of space exploration has
never been beyond our reach. Hong
Kong people, too, can soar into the

skies and contribute to our country's &
space programme." Dr Lai' s journey u
into space marked a historic break- !
through. On board the space station, she
personally assembled and operated MUSICO,

a scientific instrument developed by the Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology. For the
first time, a Hong Kong astronaut was operating a
payload independently developed in Hong Kong.
Hong Kong's contribution to the national space pro—
gramme extends well beyond this mission. Local
research teams have provided instruments and
technological resources for the country's lunar and
Mars exploration missions, while also conducting
experiments in space. In doing so, Hong Kong's re—
search capabilities have contributed directly to
the country's aerospace development. The na—
tion has provided Hong Kong with platforms

of the highest level and valuable opportuni—

ties for collaboration. This represents strong
recognition of the city's innovation and
technology capabilities. Looking ahead,

more Hong Kong researchers and young

people are expected to distinguish them-

selves and contribute their talents to the
country's space programme.
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