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AREHETE LM (Citizen-
ship and Social Participation)
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Term Explanation:

Citizenship refers to the rights and
obligations an individual holds as a
member of a country, while social
participation denotes the concrete
actions citizens take to engage in
public affairs, such as community
service, environmental protection
and charitable giving, thereby fulfill—
ing their responsibilities to society
and the nation.

The Citizenship and Social Devel—
opment curriculum stresses that
citizens should not only enjoy
rights, but also care for society and
contribute to the country, realizing
their civic value through participa—
tion.
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Concept Explanation:

Yin's story is the plainest footnote
to "citizenship and social participa—
tion." She began planting trees
simply to shield her home from
sandstorms, yet she did not stop at
her own doorstep—over 41 years
she mobilized more than 240
neighbouring households, elevating
a personal struggle for survival into
the guardianship of the nation's
ecology.

Sakolsky, though not a Chinese cit—
izen, demonstrated the same spirit
of participation across borders by
raising funds and travelling to the
sandy land.

Different in identity and nationality,
both answered the same ques-—
tion through participation: faced
with  social and environmental
challenges, what can | do? This is
precisely the reflection that civic
education hopes every student
will take away.
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(The Chinese National Spirit
and Traditional Virtues)
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Term Explanation:

The Chinese national spirit, with
patriotism at its core, embraces
unity, peace—loving, diligence,
courage and unceasing self-im-—
provement; traditional Chinese
vitues include perseverance,
gratitude, mutual support and
devotion to the common good.

Together they form the spiritual
treasury accumulated over mil—
lennia of Chinese culture, serving
as the bond that sustains national
identity and underpins the coun—
try's development.
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Concept Explanation:

In Yin Yuzhen one can find al-
most every footnote to traditional
Chinese virtues: her vow to "rath—
er die planting trees than be bul—
lied by sand" embodies unceas—
ing self-improvement; "if ten
survive, ten thousand will' re—
flects the perseverance of the
Foolish Old Man who moved
mountains; selling her only sheep
for saplings shows diligence and
courage; rallying neighbours to
plant together is mutual support;
and her 26-year search for the
donor—"the trees have grown;
my old friend must see them"—
is a vivid portrait of gratitude.

These virtues are not museum
exhibits but a living spiritual life—
line in contemporary sand—fight—
ers. The Chinese national spirit
endures precisely because it
keeps finding its freshest ex—
pression in ordinary Chinese
people.
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