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High-profle Public Memorial Reflects Gentral Governments High Regard and Inpires Hong Kong to Forge Aheao
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A public memorial for Mr Tung Chee—hwa was held
yesterday at the Hong Kong Funeral Home. Entrusted by
the Central Government, a number of state leaders attend—
ed the ceremony. Xinhua News Agency reported that Xi
Jinping and other central leaders had expressed their deep
grief over Mr Tung's passing in various forms and extend—
ed sincere condolences to his family. Xinhua also published
a detailed account of his life, paying tribute to his achieve—
ments and contributions. The whole country mourned his
passing alongside Hong Kong. Held at a level rarely seen in
Hong Kong since its return to the motherland, the memori-
al was a solemn tribute to Mr Tung's lifelong patriotism
and dedication. It also demonstrated the Central Govern—
ment's enduring care for Hong Kong and the great impor—
tance it attaches to the cause of "One Country, Two Sys—
tems" . At the same time, it has given Hong Kong society
renewed confidence and strength to build consensus,
forge ahead together, and open a new chapter of prosperi—
ty and stability.

Xinhua reported yesterday that the central authorities
had closely followed Mr Tung's condition when he was
critically ill. Xi Jinping and other central leaders instructed
the Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in
the HKSAR to convey their concern and regards, and de—
manded all-out efforts to treat him. Following Mr Tung's
passing, Xi Jinping, Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, Cai
Qi, Ding Xuexiang, Li Xi, Han Zheng, Hu Jintao and others
expressed their deep grief in various forms and extended
sincere condolences to his family.

Entrusted by the Central Government, Shi Taifeng, a
member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Com—
mittee and vice chairman of the CPPCC National Commit—
tee; Leung Chun-ying, vice chairman of the CPPCC Na-
tional Committee; Wang Dongfeng, vice chairman and sec—
retary—general of the CPPCC National Committee; Xia
Baolong, director of the Hong Kong and Macao Work Of-
fice of the CPC Central Committee and of the Hong Kong
and Macao Affairs Office of the State Council; and John
Lee Ka—chiu, chief executive of the HKSAR, attended the
public memorial. Shi, chairman of Tung's funeral commit—
tee, delivered a eulogy at the ceremony. He looked back
on Mr Tung's life as an outstanding contributor to "One
Country, Two Systems", a renowned patriot, an outstand—
ing social activist and a close friend of the Communist Par—
ty of China, and recalled his important contributions to the
country, Hong Kong and society.

From the high—profile public memorial held by the
Central Government and the tributes paid by Party and
state leaders, to Xinhua's detailed account of Mr Tung's
life, achievements and historical contributions, the excep-
tional level of the arrangements and the high regard in
which he was held fully reflected Mr Tung's special place
in the country's overall development and in the history of
the implementation of "One Country, Two Systems" in
Hong Kong. Such exceptional recognition was an affirma-
tion not only of Mr Tung himself, but also of those who re—
main committed to loving the country and Hong Kong, con—
tribute to Hong Kong's prosperity and stability, and uphold
the original aspiration of "One Country, Two Systems". It al-
so reflected the Central Government's strong commitment
to Hong Kong's development and to the cause of "One
Country, Two Systems".

Mr Tung was a pioneer in the implementation of
‘One Country, Two Systems' in Hong Kong. As the first
chief executive of the HKSAR, he firmly implemented the
principles of "One Country, Two Systems', "Hong Kong
people administering Hong Kong" and a high degree of au—
tonomy, while fully implementing the Basic Law. He un-
dertook a great deal of pioneering work during his tenure.
He responded calmly to the severe challenge posed by in—
ternational speculators attacking the Hong Kong dollar. He
attached great importance to strengthening exchanges and
cooperation between Hong Kong and the Mainland and,
with the support of the Central Government, signed the
Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Ar—
rangement (CEPA), injecting fresh impetus into Hong
Kong's economic recovery and long—term develop—
ment. He united and led different sectors of so-
ciety in fighting the SARS epidemic and
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worked to stabilise the economy and people's livelihoods.
With the interests and well-being of Hong Kong people at
heart, he also promoted a series of reforms for the benefit
of the city. His commitment to and defence of "One Coun-
try, Two Systems" earned him widespread respect and
recognition in Hong Kong, the Mainland and the interna—
tional community.

The high—profile public memorial for Mr Tung dem-
onstrated the Central Government's firm determination to
advance the cause of "One Country, Two Systems". Tested
in practice, "One Country, Two Systems" is a great innova—
tion that serves the national interest, reflects actual cir—
cumstances and benefits all Hong Kong and Macao resi—
dents. It is the best institutional arrangement for maintain—
ing the long—term prosperity and stability of Hong Kong
and Macao and promoting their long—term development.
Remembering Mr Tung and paying tribute to his lifelong
contributions means remaining true to the original aspira—
tion of "One Country, Two Systems" and en—
couraging all sectors of society to
move steadily forward along its
correct path. u\

The high—profile public
memorial also carries a pro—
found message for all
sectors of Hong Kong
society: to carry forward
Mr Tung's aspirations
and work together to
break new ground. His &
was a life devoted to )
the country and Hong
Kong, guided by a strong
sense of principle and marked
by selfless dedication. Through a
lifetime of service, he showed that
Hong Kong's future and destiny have
always been closely tied to those of the
country. Only by upholding the greater in—
terests of the country and integrating into
and contributing to national development can
Hong Kong continue to move forward steadily
and find renewed vitality. Looking back on
Mr Tung's life and achievements
therefore serves to carry forward
the spirit of loving the country
and Hong Kong, build a stron-
ger consensus across Hong
Kong society in pursuing de—
velopment, and encourage
all sectors to shoulder their
responsibilities so that
Hong Kong can better inte—
grate into and contribute to
national development.
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