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Beijing and Hong Kong Join Forces to Unlock New Opportunities for High-Quality Development
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The 29th Beijing—Hong Kong Economic Coopera-—
tion Symposium opened in Beijing yesterday, with 47
projects signed at a total value of US $7.479 billion.
These projects cover cutting—edge sectors such as
artificial intelligence, biomedicine and green finance.
Having accompanied Hong Kong through the 29 years
since its return to the motherland, this major econom-—
ic and trade event has evolved beyond conventional
business cooperation into a new phase of diversified
collaboration and engagement at multiple levels.As
the 15th Five—Year Plan period begins and Hong Kong
embarks on its first Five—Year Plan, the symposium
has become an important platform for aligning the
two cities' development plans and capitalising on their
complementary strengths. By unlocking new opportu—
nities for growth, Beijing and Hong Kong can jointly
contribute to building a stronger nation.

At the opening ceremony, Deputy Director Xu Qi-
fang emphasised that the Hong Kong and Macao Af-
fairs Office of the Communist Party of China Central
Committee would make every effort to ensure that
Beijing's 15th Five—Year Plan and Hong Kong's first
Five—Year Plan reinforce each other, turning institu—
tional advantages into fresh momentum for develop—
ment.As the nation's capital, Beijing is at the forefront
of national policymaking. It is home to leading univer—
sities, research institutes and numerous corporate
headquarters, giving it a strong foundation in scientific
research. Hong Kong, meanwhile, enjoys the unique
advantage of being backed by the motherland while
remaining connected to the world. Its internationally
aligned common law system, mature capital markets
and comprehensive professional services comple—
ment Beijing's strengths, making the two cities natu—
ral partners.

The results of this year's symposium deserve
closer examination. Of the 47 signed projects, 34 in—
volve investment in Beijing worth US$5.371 billion, six
involve investment in Hong Kong worth US$1.355 bil—
lion, and seven are agreement—based projects valued
at US $752 million. These include partnerships be-
tween the Hong Kong-Shenzhen Innovation and
Technology Park and Zhongguancun, MTR Corpora—
tion and Beijing Infrastructure Investment Corpora—
tion, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University and Al—
sphere, as well as Sino Group and Moonshot Al. Yet
the US$7.479 billion figure tells only part of the story.
What matters more is turning these agreements into
concrete projects that can be implemented and ad-
vanced, ensuring that the alignment of development
plans leads to meaningful cooperation across industri—
al and innovation chains.

Chief Executive John Lee Ka-chiu has proposed
three major areas for cooperation, reflecting Hong
Kong's commitment to leveraging its strengths to
serve the country's needs. These include promoting
two-way financial opening—up, deepening collabora—
tion in innovation and technology between Beijing and
Hong Kong, and making full use of Hong Kong's roles
as a "super connector" and "super value—adder". These
priorities closely align with the four areas for further
cooperation outlined by Beijing Mayor Yin Yong: im-—
proving cooperation mechanisms, strengthening in—
dustrial collaboration, supporting enterprises in ex—
panding overseas, and promoting closer cultural and
people—to—people exchanges. This alignment dem-—
onstrates the strong mutual understanding between
Beijing and Hong Kong in pursuing shared develop-
ment.

Notably, both sides have emphasised collabora—
tion in innovation and technology, as well as closer in—
d ustrial cooperation. These priorities could inject
fresh momentum into the development of the

Northern Metropolis. Beijing Mayor Yin
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Schools and parents have complementary

strengths in supporting children's development.
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Yong's proposal to promote more projects
based on the model of "research and develop-

ment in Beijing, validation in Hong Kong and e\
implementation overseas" is particularly en—
couraging for the Northern Metropolis.

Indeed, this model aptly reflects the
complementary strengths of the two
cities. Beijing leads the country in sci—
entific research output, while Hong
Kong can draw on its international
standards and global networks to
support pilot—scale testing, the
commercialisation of  research

findings and international certifica— 3
tion. If a number of demonstration

projects can be launched in key develop-
ment areas such as Hetao and the Northern
Metropolis, innovations could move beyond the labo—
ratory and into industrial production. This would help
accelerate the growth of Hong Kong's emerging in—
dustries and take cooperation between the two cities
to new heights.

"Setting Sail for the 15th Five—Year Plan: Beijing
and Hong Kong Towards a Shared Future" is far more
than a promotional slogan. It vividly captures the spirit
of cooperation between the two cities. The word
‘shared" reflects their commitment to embarking
on a new journey together, seizing common
opportunities and creating shared prosperi—
ty. Hong Kong should continue to leverage
its unique institutional advantages to
serve the country's needs, while Beijing
should expand opportunities for the
practical application of innovation and
create greater scope for openness and
cooperation. By combining their re-
spective strengths and working in close
coordination, the two cities can trans—
late their development blueprints into
tangible results and mark the sympo-—
sium's 30th anniversary with even greater
achievements. As Chief Executive John Lee
Ka-chiu emphasised, Beijing and Hong Kong
should work together to turn their achievements
into fresh momentum for high—quality develop-
ment. In doing so, they can make greater contribu—
tions to the country's high—standard opening—up.
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f5147] : The government is exploring viable alternatives to plastic packag—
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f51%] : The company is at a critical juncture in its development. ( %/A ] 1E
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Environmental campaigns must translate
public awareness into tangible results, such as
reduced waste and lower carbon emissions.
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Providing equal access to quality ed—

ucation is essential to unlocking the po—

tential of disadvantaged students. ( 321
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Advances in medical technology
could pave the way for more effective
treatments for previously incurable dis—
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