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Christmas as is coming soon.
How about running through an
A-Z of related words and phrases,
with two for each letter?
Advent: the period of four weeks before
Christmas; angels: they declared the birth of
Jesus some two thousand years ago;
Bethlehem: the birthplace of Jesus, where he was
born in a manger(= a long open box from which
horses can eat); Boxing Day: December 26, when
we unwrap our presents; chimney: the structure
above the roof through which smoke is carried up
away - and from which Santa Claus climbs down;
Christmas: December 25, and the day before is
Christmas Eve; December: the last month of the
year, the month of Christmas; decorations: our
homes and offices are more beautiful and festive
because of them; eggnog: while perhaps not
popular in Hong Kong, it's an alcoholic drink made
with egg and milk, often served in Christmas; elves:
tiny people with magic powers, and often appear in
Christmas decorations and stories.

Fireplace: it can be very cold during Christmas in
the North hemisphere, so the fireplace is a nice
place to be around; frankincense: one of the gifts
the three wise men gave to baby Jesus; gift:
everybody wants them; gold: another gift given to
baby Jesus; holly: a bush or small tree used in
Christmas decorations; Ho, ho, ho: the laughing
sounds of Santa Claus; icicle: when it snows, icicles
will fall down from roofs; incarnation: the act of God
coming to earth in human form as Jesus; Jesus: his
other name is Christ, meaning 'saviour'; Jingle
Bells: one of the most famous Christmas carols.

Kingdom of God: what Jesus promised to bring
to the world; kith and kin: an older term for 'friends
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and relatives'; Lord: what
Christians call Jesus; lights:
lots of them everywhere
during Christmas; Magi:
pronounced 'MAY-jai', the
three wise men visiting baby
Jesus; myrrh: pronounced
'MUR!, the third gift to baby
Jesus, a substance with a
sweet smell; Nativity: the
birth of Jesus Christ; nativity
play: a performance showing
the Nativity; ornament: an
object for decorations;
observance: the practice of
celebrating a festival.

Poinsettia: a plant with i
large red leaves that look like
flowers, and wused as
'‘Christmas flowers'; party:
suitable for people of all ages; queue: unfortunately,
it's everywhere; quiz night: a common form of
entertainment in the West; reindeer: animals that
pull Santa Claus' sleigh; Rudolph: the red-nosed
reindeer; Santa Claus: every child is waiting for his
presents; stocking: children want Christmas
stockings to be filled with presents; tinsel: shiny
material for decorations; turkey: the poor animal
being eaten.

Universal: Christmas is almost a universal
festival - many people celebrate it; ubiquitous: it
means 'everywhere'; Virgin Mary: the mother of
Jesus; vacation: a holiday; winter solstice: it's
very near Christmas, with the shortest day; wreath:
a circle of flowers and leaves; Xmas: the common
abbreviation of 'Christmas'; X'mas: only popular in
Hong Kongers, but otherwise quite rarely used;
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Yule: the festival of Christmas; Yuletide: the period

around Christmas day; zonked: very drunk or

extremely tired - or both; Zion: the kingdom of
Heaven.
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Questions:

1. What is frankincense?

2. How do we pronounce 'poinsettia'?
3. What kind of food is a yule log?

Answers:
1. A substance burnt to give a pleasant smell, often
used in religious ceremonies.
2. Poin-SET-tia.
3. A chocolate cake in the shape of a log.
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St. John the Baptist, c. 1513—1516 (Replica)
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The direct subsidy schools have to face the music
now that the audit report has disclosed a number of
irregularities in their school accounts.
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He didn’t work hard enough and failed the examination.

He would have to face the music when he got home.
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When the company announced the pay cut, there were a
lot of criticisms. The chairman became the first one to face

the music.

Face the music EEHLEFTF

He is going to tell the truth and is ready to face the
music.

fERGEAR  WEETFEmESEE -
MusicZ g = 4458

EATRENEIRIER  SIRBRSMF - TFEEH
& EHEHTW -

AR ERERR
A > face the musicZFN A5 E(EZR A T A
ARSERR - il
You can’t simply disappear when you have done
something wrong. Instead you should come forward and
face the music.
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The laughter of the children is music to parents’ ears. ERABEIRR -
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Praise from the boss was music to his ears. Hewas glad B ¥ /&music to someone’s ears » Ze/n e TR ~ BLHH
that his work finally got recognised. {Hface the musicHEAZR—RIFT o
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