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The FA Cup

It is the most famous sporting competition in the UK. It's
watched by millions of people. Read about the FA Cup
and learn more about football's oldest competition.

History

The Football Association Challenge Cup (FA Cup for short) is the old-
est football competition in the world. The first ever FA Cup was held
in the 1871 - 72 season and it has been held every year since, except
for the years during both World Wars.

Format

The FA Cup is a knockout competition, with teams selected random-
ly in a 'draw’. This 'draw' decides which team plays at their home
ground and which team plays away.

The competition starts in August when the non-league and amateur
teams enter the draw. The big professional teams such as Manchester
United, Chelsea and Liverpool enter the competition in the third
round in January.

The final is played at Wembley Stadium in May. Millions of viewers
watch the final, and images of the winning captain lifting the cup in-
spire teenage footballers all over the country.

The romance of the FA Cup

People often say the FA Cup has a special quality and romance differ-
ent from other sporting competitions. Over 700 teams take part, from
the mega-rich superstars of Manchester United to amateur teams.
The romance of the Cup refers to when smaller teams beat the super-
star professional teams from the Premier League. Surprise victories
are both common and part of FA Cup history, and these small teams
become known as 'giant-killers'.

Every year, fans of every team in the UK hope and dream that this
will be their year to go to Wembley and win the most famous of cups.

Activity 1 — Vocabulary matching

Match the vocabulary with the correct definition and write a — d next to the numbers 1 — 4.

.. an amateur

.. a professional
.. knockout

.. a draw

To find more English language activities visit www,britishcouncil.org/learnenglishteens

a. a competition where the winner continues to the next stage

b. the random selection of sports teams (from a box or bag) to play each other in a competition
c. someone who takes part in an activity (or sport) for fun and doesn't get paid for it

d. someone who does an activity (or sport) as their job and for money
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