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Learn from the experience of compulsory testing and strive for zero infection
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The government carried
" out its first enforcement ac-
tion for compulsory testing
on 24 December 2020 in
Shatin, ordering residents of Ming Yan
Lau block of Jat Min Chuen estate to
produce a negative test result before
they can enter and leave. This is a
sign that the government is on the
right path, as it demonstrates the gov-
ernment's resolve to strictly implement
compulsory testing and to achieve the
goal of zero infection in the communi-
ty. The operation also enhances Hong
Kong's ability to fight the pandemic,
as the experience gained is an impor-
tant step towards population-wide man-
datory testing and comprehensive lock-
down measures. The government
should draw lessons from this experi-
ence to refine future operations, so
that the impact on citizens' daily lives
could be reduced.

Earlier in mid-December 2020, a
small-scale community outbreak took
place at Ming Yan Lau of Jat Min
Chuen in Sha Tin. A total of six Cov-

id-19 cases involving four apartment
units were linked to the building, with
some of them having an unknown
source of infection. Consequently, the
government set up mobile specimen
collection stations at the building from
17-21 December to conduct screening
on residents. On 24 December, the au-
thorities followed up with a surprise in-
spection operation at Ming Yan Lau,
cordoning the area temporarily and or-
dering residents to provide the text
message or other relevant proof that
shows the result of the Covid-19 test
they were ordered to take earlier be-
fore they can enter or leave the prem-
ise. Those who could not provide
proof received warnings and were im-
mediately tested in a nearby site. They
also had to stay home untl results
came back.

Out of necessity to prevent non-com-
pliant residents from leaving early, the
operation had to be swift and decisive,
and Ming Yan Lau residents were not
notified beforehand. But more impor-

tantly, this operation also showed that

the government is now leaning to-
wards a new approach in which multi-
ple authorities would work together to
enforce compulsory screening. Carry-
ing out compulsory testing was no easy
task. Housing Society officials had to
check through its list of residents and
then visit for verification. Health per-
sonnel had to carry out the tests on
site. Throughout the whole operation,
the authorities also had to maintain or-
der. As an example, the Sha Tin Dis-
trict Office, Tin Sum Police Station,
the Auxiliary Medical
Hong Kong Housing Society, and oth-

Service, the

er relevant departments were involved
during the 24 December surprise in-
spection. Hong Kong's anti-pandemic
effort in the past year has not been as
effective as expected, with quite a few
errors being identified along the way.
It is precisely because the efforts of dif-
ferent government departments lack co-
ordination and precision. The joint-op-
eration on 24 December is a good
start to rectify the problem. According
to Caspar Tsui Ying-wai, the Secretary

for Home Affairs, the goal of this oper-
ation was to ensure that all residents of
Ming Yan Lau had undergone compul-
sory tests, and that only then can the
area be eventually clear of Covid-19 in-
fection. This demonstrated the authori-
ties' determination in achieving zero in-
fection, and their resolve to mobilise
citizens to cooperate with anti-pandem-
ic measures.

Learning from the successes of main-
land China,

must be taken immediately in places

swift and firm actions

where Covid-19 cases are found. By
locking down the area and conducting
compulsory screening, small communi-
ty outbreaks could usually be stopped
in a short period of time. The safety
and health of citizens are better pro-
tected this way, and people can return
to their normal lives sooner. Hong
Kong has been battered by four waves
of Covid-19 pandemic now, and the
day when the pandemic ends still
seems to be so far away. This is be-
cause necessary measures such as man-
datory universal testing and compre-

hensive community lockdowns were
never put in place. The government,
enterprises, and citizens are all paying
a heavy price as the people's liveli-
hoods and normal economic activities
cannot resume. After the operation on
Ming Yan Lau on 24 December, the
public should understand the simple
fact that powering through a
short-term pain is better than having
to sustain the agony in the long-term.
The surprise inspection operation
may cause some inconvenience to the
residents, yet most of them did not
complain too much. This is because
they understand that for the good of
both themselves and the community, it
is better to cooperate. The government
should review the 24 December inspec-
tion operation and refine the detailed
implementation plans. By doing so, a
feasible and smooth mechanism could
be set up for future mandatory commu-
nity screening, thus breaking Covid-19
transmission chains and taking a big
step towards zero infection in Hong

Kong.
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