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Perfect anti-pandemic measures and strive for zero infection
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the beginning  of

A 2021, Chief Executive Car-

@ rie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor

uploaded a video clip of a
conversation with Executive Council
convenor Bernard Chan on her social
media page, stating that the SAR gov-
ernment has already perfected its an-
ti-pandemic efforts in terms of minimis-
ing imported cases. In the video, the
Chief” Executive also said that the gov-
ernment will step up its testing efforts
to bring down the number of cases to
zero, so that cross-boundary travels
with mainland China and overseas
countries could resume as soon as possi-
ble.

Hong Kong has been affected by
the covid-19 pandemic for nearly a
year, both the economy and the peo-
ple's livelihood have been hit hard. Al-
though the number of newly con-
firmed cases has decreased slightly in
recent days, it is still too soon to let
down our guard. The government

should step up its anti-pandemic efforts
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and at the same time come up with a
large-scale vaccination scheme quickly.
Achieving zero covid-19 cases would
be a fitting New Year gift to the peo-
ple of Hong Kong.

Hong Kong recorded the lowest
number of confirmed cases in a month
and a half on 1 January, with 36 new
local confirmed cases and 13 having
an unknown origin. While it is good to
see a decline in the number of new cas-
es, it is worth noting that cases of un-
known origin still account for more
than 30 per cent of the total number
of confirmed cases. More importantly,
experts are worried that the number of
cases might rebound after the holidays
as citizens go outdoors for activities
and gatherings. As Chief Executive
Carrie Lam said, although the govern-
ment has already introduced many rig-
orous anti-pandemic measures, the key
to achieving zero infection is still the
cooperation and self-discipline of the
public. However,
of the

the implementation

government's anti-pandemic
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measures is also an important aspect in
the fight against covid-19. This is espe-
cially true after a year-long marathon
fight against the pandemic, as many cit-
izens are now experiencing anti-pan-
demic fatigue. At this time, it is particu-
larly important for the government to
strengthen its control measures.

On the one hand, there should be
measures to prevent imported cases,
and Hong Kong has already perfected
these measures according to the Chief
Executive. ~ The  government  did
strengthen a series of measures target-
ing imported cases since December
2020. These include mandatory quar-
antine in designated hotels for overseas
arrivals, designated transport for in-
bound travelers, and extending the
quarantine period to 21 days. These
measures seem to be quite successful
for the time being, but a leak-proof de-
fence requires perseverance. In particu-
lar, the new coronavirus variant found
in the United Kingdom has spread

globally. As the new variant is even
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more infectious, there is a chance that
personnel and vehicles involved in port
quarantine work could bring the new
variant into the community. The gov-
ernment must be cautious in formulat-
ing and implementing relevant guide-
lines as there is no room for negligence.

On the other hand, the government
should strengthen anti-pandemic mea-
sures that aim to stop covid-19 from
spreading among local communities. In
December 2020, the authorities tight-
ened mandatory testing measures and
began to carry out enforcement opera-
tions. At the same time, the govern-
ment is also planning to use Bluetooth
technology to record the whereabouts
of citizens with the "LeaveHomeSafe"
mobile phone app, so as to save the cit-
izens' trouble of having to scan QR
codes wherever they go. The govern-
ment should expedite the implementa-
tion of these measures to ensure our de-
fence against the pandemic s
leak-proof.

Vaccination schemes have begun in
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many countries and regions around the
world, and different types of vaccines
are now available in mainland China.
Vaccination is the key to getting out of
this pandemic. The inception and pro-
motion of a large-scale vaccination
scheme must be the top priority of the
government. The authorities must se-
cure the procurement and delivery of
vaccines to Hong Kong as soon as pos-
sible. The government can also request
assistance from the central government
when necessary to introduce effective
and reliable vaccines from the Main-
land to protect the health and safety of
Hong Kong citizens. The people of
Hong Kong have been fighting the cov-
id-19 pandemic together for a whole
year already, and the critical moment
to overcome the pandemic has finally
come. To achieve zero infection and
hopefully resume economic activities
and cross-boundary travels as soon as
possible, the public must continue to
cooperate with the government's vari-

ous anti-pandemic measures.
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