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152 Injured in Fukushima 7.3-magnitude earthquake, recalling nightmare 10 years ago
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A powerful magni-
Hi tude 7.3 earthquake
@ struck the Tohoku re-

ary, causing at least 152 injuries, over

gion of Japan on the
evening of 13 Febru-

900,000 homes temporarily losing pow-
er as well as landslides. The strong
carthquake reminded many residents
of the horrible scenes of the 3/11 kill-
er quake nearly 10 years ago. Accord-
ing to the Japan Meteorological Agen-
cy, the earthquake this time was be-
lieved to be an aftershock of the 3/11
killer earthquake. Although no tsuna-

mi warning was issued, there might

still be the possibility of a strong earth-
quake, while a 5.2-magnitude quake
was recorded again on 14 February.
The earthquake struck at around 11:
(10:07 p.m. HK
on 13 February, with the epi-
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center located off the coast of Fukushi-
ma and the focus estimated to be at a
depth of about 55 kilometers. It was
felt in wide areas in Japan from Hok-
kaido to western Honshu. The agency
had classified the earthquake intensity
into 10 levels according to the degree
of shaking, and the late-night quake
registered a strong 6 on the Japa-
nese seismic intensity scale — the sec-
ond-highest level and the first time for
Fukushima to record a strong 6 since
the 3/11 killer earthquake.

The agency pointed out that the
quake was believed to be an aftershock
of the 3/11 killer earthquake, and
more strong earthquakes might occur
anytime according to past experience,
urging people in the affected areas to
stay alert. Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga expressed condolence to the af-

fected people at a meeting of Cabinet
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ministers on 14 February morning,
and instructed relevant departments to
work closely with regional officials in
order to respond swiftly to potential af-
tershocks, as well as urged wvigilance
among the community. Chief Cabinet
Secretary Katsunobu Kato warned
that more landslides might occur as it
was likely to have heavy rain in the
next couple of days.

According to statistics of the Japa-
nese fire department, 152 injuries were
reported across the country, particular-
ly in the Fukushima and Miyagi re-
gions, as at 6 p.m. local time on 14
February. The injuries ranged from
broken bones to cuts from shattered
glass, but no deaths were reported.
Fires occurred in Fukushima and Miya-
gi, and landslides had resulted in clo-
sure of roads in Iukushima. Many

houses were damaged during the earth-

quake and over 900,000 households
suffered from temporary power outag-
es. Electricity supply was basically re-
stored by 6 am. on 14 February, but
thousands of houscholds were still with-
out water supply. Due to the damage
of railway tracks and power outages
caused by the earthquake, the JR East
suspended certain shinkansen bullet
train services and estimated that it
would take around 10 days for the ser-
vices to return to full operation.

Videos

showed that supermarkets were in a

posted on social media
mess with items spilled off the shelves,
and the belongings inside residents'
homes strewn across the floor. The
doors of refrigerator were opened due
to the strong shaking and people
screamed in panic.

Aoi Hoshino, 46, with a small bar

in the city of Iwaki, Fukushima prefec-
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ture, said that all her whiskey bottles
were broken and shattered in the
late-night strong earthquake, bringing
back the frightening memories of the
3/11 killer carthquake 10 years ago
and making her very scared and trem-
bling. She said that the business was al-
ready hard hit by the coronavirus pan-
demic and she had been looking for-
ward to reopening the bar after lift-
ing the state of emergency originally
scheduled for 15 February. Unexpect-
edly, the plan was again disrupted by
the earthquake.

On 11 March, 2011, a 9-magnitude
offshore earthquake shook northeast-
ern Japan, triggering a series of tsuna-
mi that claimed more than 18,000
lives; while a 6.6-magnitude earth-
quake struck northern Hokkaido in
September 2018, causing multiple land-
slides and over 40 deaths.
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