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Australia aiming to include Singapore in air travel bubble plan as quarantine station
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ate a "travel bubble"

ment officials said on
14 March that the
country was discussing
with Singapore to cre-
between the two
nations as early as July, allowing Singa-
poreans and Australians who had
been vaccinated to travel between the
countries, and hoping that Singapore
could serve as a "interchange station"

such that people from third countries

would be able to fly to Australia after
completion of quarantine in Singapore.

Deputy Prime Minister Michael Mc-
Cormack told Australian Broadcasting
(ABC)  that Australia

was working with Singapore at the mo-
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ment potentially for an air travel bub-
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ble beginning in July, and as more vac-
cination programmes were rolled out,
Australia would be able to reopen
more bubbles with more countries.

The Sydney Morning Herald and
The Age quoted government sources
saying that the deal would allow Singa-
poreans and Australians who had
been vaccinated to travel between the
countries without quarantining, and
both countries were working on the
mutual recognition of vaccination cer-
tificates.

It was said that New Zealand,
which had already had travel bubble
arrangement with Australia, might al-
so be included in the plan.

COVID-19 pandemic,

Australia had imposed stringent bor-
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der control measures that non-citizens
were basically banned from entering
the country unless with special rea-
sons, and even citizens returning back
to the country would need to com-
plete a 14-day quarantine, added that
passenger volume of inbound flights
had been significantly tightened and re-
duced, resulting
40,000 Australians stranding abroad.
The Australian government there-

in  approximately

fore hoped that international students
and business travelers from third coun-
tries would be able to travel to Austra-
lia after completing the quarantine in
Singapore.

Singaporean Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong said in a TV interview

on 14 March that he hoped Singapore
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could start reopening its borders by
end of the year, given that many coun-
tries would have substantial propor-
tions of their populations vaccinated
by later this year.

Singaporean Minister for Transport
Ong Ye Kung said on 12 March that
Singapore was ready to set up air trav-
el bubble with other countries by mu-
tual agreement so as to resume tour-
ism activities within the year.

He added that the country had uni-
laterally opened its borders to places
with the COVID-19 crisis under con-
trol such as Australia, New Zealand
and China etc., and such measure had
not led to an increase in local transmis-
sion, hoping other places to recipro-
cate what Singapore had done in or-
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der to form a travel bubble.

Regarding the development of the
tourism industry this year, he pointed
out that recovery of personal and sight-
seeing tours might become a reality in
the second half of the year, but empha-
sized that the claims were only specula-
tions.

While the Singapore Airlines has
been testing the International Air
(IATA)
tronic travel pass starting from 15
March. From 15 to 28 March, passen-
gers travelling from Singapore to Lon-
don could download the IATA Travel
Pass app to submit their COVID-19

test results or proofs of vaccination in

Transport Association's elec-

order to shorten and simplify the rele-

vant boarding procedures.
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