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— Taiwan train derailment causing 50 deaths and 146 injuries in collision with truck
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A serious train derail-
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Hualien county, causing a large num-

ment accident occurred
in Taiwan on 2 April,
with a Taroko Express
train 408 derailing in
ber of casualties. Survivors said that
dead bodies were found everywhere
and the Taiwan authorities were rush-
ing to collect body bags for the victims.
According to the Taiwan Railways Ad-
(TRA) , it was suspected
that a construction truck originally

ministration

parked on the slope of the construction

site. suddenly slipped downhill without
pulling the handbrake and thus collided
with the train. Among the dead were

the train's driver surnamed Yuan and
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assistant driver, while the former was

just newly married, and the train con-

ductor was also injured. This was the

most fatal train crash in Taiwan in half
a century, and TRA would not pre-
clude seeking compensation from the
construction company.

The Taroko Express train carrying
about 500 passengers inclusive of crew
members departed from Shulin Station
in New Taipei City at 7:11 am on that
day, and was originally scheduled to ar-
rive at Hualien Station at 9:39 am on
the same day.

According to TRA,

railed at 9:28 am at the tracks between

the train de-

Chongde and Heren of Taiwan's east-
ern railway line. The exposed live vid-
co showed that the scenes of devasta-
tion were in a mess, with the first car-
riage stuck inside the tunnel torn apart,
resembling a tofu block being cut up as
described by survivors. There were also

people who climbed out of the forth
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carriage and took videos, saying that a
construction truck slipped down and hit
the train, resulting in the deadly derail-
ment. The Hualien County Fire Depart-
ment said that about 100 people were
evacuated immediately after the train
crash. Several carriages collided with
the tunnel walls, and the fifth to eighth
carriages were deformed, such that doz-
ens of passengers were trapped for
hours and rescuers found it difficult to
access the deformed train.

A passenger told the local news me-
dia that he felt a sudden violent jolt at
the time of the crash and was thrown
to the ground as he was sitting by the
aisle. As the train was stuck inside the
tunnel, many passengers would need to
climb to the roof of the train to get out
of the trap. The photos taken by the

passengers showed that power outage

occurred in the carriages and survivors
were forced to wait in the dark train to
be rescued. An on-site crew member
said that there was a small crack in one
of the deformed carriages and people
could only get off slowly one by one. A
survivor with light injuries told when
being hospitalized that it was terrifying
that many people were stuck under the
chairs and there were piles of bodies
with no vital signs. It was also pitiful
that many children were in the train.

A woman surnamed Wu told the me-
dia that she was sleeping in the eighth
carriage at that time. She woke up
shortly after the huge collision and saw
that the carriage was dark with smoke
everywhere. There were many children
going on vacation in Hualien and Tai-

tung. It was scary that dead bodies

were found everywhere in the carriages.
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The disaster occurred on the first
day of the long Qingming holiday peri-
od, resulting in a large influx of people
arriving at Taitung Station to wait anx-
iously or inquire about the re-opening
of the train services. An old man stand-
ing next to a help desk felt deeply dis-
tressed and desperate as he had not
been able to contact his son so far.

The old man,

named, called his son whom could not

asked not to be

be reached, so there was nothing he
could do but wait for the news nervous-
ly at the help desk. Another old couple
cried out loud upon hearing the sad
news as they originally expected to
greet their daughter and grandchildren
travelling back through this train. Fortu-
nately, they got in touch with their
daughter and just wished to return

home safely together.
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