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10,000-spectator cap at Tokyo Olympics frightens officials and volunteers
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spectators amidst the pandemic was

month, and the admis-

sion arrangement for

eventually finalized. After a five-party
meeting held on 21 June between of
the International Olympic Committee,
International Paralympic Committee,
Tokyo Olympics Organizing Commit-
tee, Japanese government and Tokyo
Metropolitan Government, was decid-
ed that a maximum of 10,000 specta-

tors would be allowed at sporting

events, while the Games could move

behind closed doors if infections surge.
However, certain government officials

and volunteers who participated in the
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preparation work were worried about

this last-minute decision, saying that

they might not have sufficient time for
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EE The Tokyo 2020 preparations, and some ticket holders
R Olympics 1n  Japan remained doubtful about whether to

attend the events.

The Tokyo Olympics Organizing
Committee had decided in March this
year that overseas audiences were
banned from entering Japan, while at-
tention is drawn at whether domestic
spectators would be admitted. A state-
ment released after the five-party talks
said that all parties had formally decid-
ed to open up the Games to specta-
tors, with an upper limit of 50% of
the venue's capacity or a maximum of
Yet, the

cap imposed only applies to general

10,000 people in principle.

spectators, while the admission quotas
granted to schools were not included
in the calculation.

As  sales of Tokyo 2020

opened since last year, if the number

tickets

of tickets sold at a venue exceeds the
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allowed capacity, a lottery among exist-
ing ticket holders would be run by the
authorities to decide who can enter
the venue. As for whether the Paralym-
pic Games to be held in August would
open up to audiences, a decision
would be made on 16 July.

The state of emergency in Tokyo
and other prefectures was just lifted
on 21 June and these regions would
take the
spread" until 11 July. The statement

of the five-party talks said if the "

"key measures to curb
key
measures to curb the spread" continue
or the state of emergency resumes af-
ter 12 July, there might be possibility
for the Games to go behind closed
doors in accordance with the infection
control measures implemented. The
parties would revisit the countermea-
sures should there be any abrupt

change in the infection and medical sit-
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uation.

The statement also mentioned that
in order to ensure a safe and secure
Olympics, spectators must wear masks
and would be prohibited from speak-
ing loudly or shouting. The organizing
committee would guide the flow of
people through broadcasts to limit the
movement of people in batches, and
guidelines for moving across prefec-
tures would be set out.
chief

Shigeru  Omi

The Japanese government's
Covid-19 adviser Dr.
and other infectious disease experts ad-
vised the government and organizing
hold the

Games behind closed doors to reduce

committee previously to
the risk of infection, or otherwise to
set tighter limits than the present regu-
lations if spectators would be admit-
ted, and only people living nearby

should be allowed to attend the

events. Yet, the suggestions were not
adopted by the five-party talks.

People participating in the prepara-
tion work of the Games felt a sense of
relief after the decision to admit specta-
tors was announced. A government of-
ficial said it would be difficult to for-
mulate relevant guidelines if the num-
ber of spectators remained unknown,
and it was a good step forward follow-
Yet,

holders might have divergent views. A

ing the announcement. ticker
Tokyo resident holding a ticket to the
wrestling final said over a dozen rela-
tives participated in the lottery but on-
ly one ticket was obtained, hoping to
enter the venues even if the events
would be scaled down. While an Osa-
ka resident holding a ticket to the
semi-final to women's football still had
not decided whether to make a trip to

Tokyo given the uncertainty.
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