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Government should make early preparations as travel resumption with mainland most plausible
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Both of the two newly
H confirmed Covid-19 cases
@ in Hong Kong were found
to be the highly contagious

Delta variant. The Delta variant, the
most contagious mutant strain so far,
is currently causing a rebound of new
cases in the West. It also brought the
Australia-New Zealand travel bubble
to an abrupt end, leading to lock-
downs in the former country. In re-
sponse to the threat of the highly infec-
tious variant, Tokyo is also considering
Under the

imminent threat of a new wave of the

implementing lockdowns.

Covid-19 pandemic, the resumption of
normal travel between Hong Kong
and the West i1s becoming less and less
likely. Meanwhile, the Delta outbreak
has been successfully brought under

control in Guangzhou, China. Accord-

ing to Zhong Nanshan, member of the
Chinese Academy of Engineering, lim-
ited travel between Hong Kong and

mainland China could resume as early

as] Aalyer

as July. As the current pandemic situa-

tion shows that mainland China is in

the best position to resume travel with
Hong Kong, the government should

begin negotiations with its mainland

counterparts as soon as possible. The
authorities could consider opening up
business travels first, and then extend
the arrangement to family visits and so
on, after accumulating relevant experi-
ence. At the same time, the vaccina-
tion rate should be further boosted to
create a more favourable environment
for travel resumption.

World Health Organisation Direc-
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus recently warned that the Del-

tor-General

ta virus is the most contagious variant
of Covid-19 so far. At least 85 coun-
tries or regions have already reported
cases of this variant, and it is still
spreading rapidly among unvaccinated
groups. According to the Chinese ex-
pert Zhong Nanshan, the Delta vari-
ant is not only more contagious than
previous ones, but also has a shorter
incubation period and requires a lon-
ger time to turn negative in testing. A
fifth-generation transmission has been
recorded in only less than 10 days,
showing that the Delta virus is twice
as contagious as the common strain.

At present, the Delta virus has
caused a rebound of new Covid-19 cas-

es in many countries. Almost all of the

18,000 newly confirmed cases per day
in the UK are Delta variants, while 35
per cent of the new cases in the Unit-
ed States were also Delta variants. Ger-
many is expecting a rebound in new
cases due to the threat of the Delta vi-
rus. In Sydney, Australia, the number
of Delta variant cases has increased to
110, forcing the city to enter into a
two-week The

travel bubble arrangement with the

lockdown. country's
neighbouring New Zealand was also

consequentially suspended for three

days. India, where the Delta variant
was first discovered, has now discov-
ered an even more contagious Delta
Plus variant, of which there have been
at least 20 cases in its state of Maha-
rashtra. Back in Hong Kong, the new-
ly imported cases along with the two
local cases have all been infected with
the Delta variant. This indicates that
the Delta variant has entered the local
community already. Given the circum-
stances, it 13 highly unlikely that the
hopes of resuming travel with Europe
and America could be fulfilled in the
short term.
Meanwhile in  Guangzhou, the
spread of the Delta variant has been

successfully brought under control. Ac-
cording to Zhong, innovative measures
were taken to target the Delta variant
specifically. These measures include
swift source identification, accurate in-
vestigation of transmission chains, ex-
panded definition of close contacts,
and tiered control of local communi-
ties. People who went to high-risk ar-
eas were also tracked and assigned
"yellow codes" with the help of big da-
ta. Since there have been no new con-
firmed cases for over a week in Guang-
zhou, and that no community transmis-
sion is found in Hong Kong recently,
Zhong believes the resumption of trav-
el could happen sooner between main-
land China and Hong Kong, with lim-
ited travel starting as early as July.
Guangzhou's fight against the Delta
variant is a valuable lesson for Hong
Kong, while Zhong's advice on when
to resume travel between Hong Kong
and mainland China has also provided
hints for the city's border
re-opening and anti-pandemic efforts.

some

Mainland China's success on pandem-
ic control is evident to all, and as such
is in the best position to resume travel
with Hong Kong. The SAR govern-

ment may consider setting a phased re-
sumption of cross-boundary travel with
the mainland as its short-term goal.
To this end, the authorities should
make preparations together with their
mainland counterparts.

At the same time, the government
should spare no effort in promoting
vaccination. According to research con-
ducted by Imperial College London,
the possibility of younger people catch-
ing the Delta variant is five times high-
er compared to older people. US Presi-
dent Joe Biden also stated on social
media on 24 June that unvaccinated
young people are the most at risk.
Over 50 per cent of adults under the
age of 30 in England have now been
vaccinated. The relevant authorities
have set up hundreds of vaccination
points in stadiums and shopping malls,
of which the public can go directly
without having to make an appoint-
ment. Hong Kong can learn from
these practices to motivate younger
generations to take the jab, so that the
overall vaccination rate could be boost-
ed further, and travels between Hong
Kong and mainland China could be

resumed as soon as possible.
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