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ZF#F : As you have joined the gov-
ernment since 1973, and you have
witnessed the changes of public ad—
ministration before and after the han-
dover, can you share with us what
you see in the changes in gover—
nance in HK?
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23 : Well, under the Basic Law,
the system of HK remains unchanged
for a period of 50 years up to 2047. So
from this perspective, the structure of
the HKSAR government will remain
unchanged. But you see there are new
developments day and day, so the gov-
ernment itself has to change , to make
changes to suit the current circumstanc-
es. So in this connection there should
be quite a lot of changes that has to be
introduced.
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Now if we look back starting from
1997, we witnessed quite a lot of crisis.
Take health problems as an example.
Very soon after the reunification, we
have witnessed the bird flu, and then
there's followed by SARS , and it's fol-
lowed by swine flu, and now we have
the COVID-19 pandemic. Wherever
we come across this kind of health prob-
lems, this kind of crisis, how are we go-
ing to react? How is the government go-
ing to lead the people of HK to react?
That's a very important issue.
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As we have seen from what the gov-
ernment has done in the past, it gradual-
ly changes its tactics, the way they han-
dle all these crisis. And you see, just
take COVID-19 for example. At the
very beginning, we said that we will pre-
pare for that, but unfortunately this is
not the case. So we witnessed four
different waves. Up to now the
fourth wave lasts for more than
six to seven months, but the
threat is still here.
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We have to rely upon vaccination,

but very unfortunately the vaccination
rate is relatively low. And everybody
has to come up with brilliant ideas.
How to tackle this problem attract
more HK' residents to receive vaccina-
tions. So the government has to take
the lead, to keep pace with the actual
situation and to make changes.
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Obama, his election slogan is "change".

American  former president
Well in HK under the basic principle of

50 years remains unchanged, we still

have to conduct a lot of changes, so
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that we can go with the pace
with the current developments.
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E # : Yes, thank you very much
Mr. Lai. Another question that I'd like
to seek for your opinion is that, the
CPC has pledged to improve the liv—
ing standard in HK. How would you
describe  Beijing's comprehensive
governance over HK?
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7 Well there's quite a lot of mis-
"one
HK

people rule ourselves, but this is in fact

understanding that are under the

country, two systems" principle.
not the case firstly. HK is an inalien-
able part of the People's republic of Chi-
na. If you take a look at the Basic Law
Article 1, states very clearly. And HK-

SAR is established under Article 31 of

2R (£—) 5 - FEEFENERKEBEMELRE -

the
of the HKSAR comes from the constitu-
tion and the Basic Law. The Chinese

Chinese constitution. So our basis

government as the ruling party of the
country of course it has the power. In-
deed it is that duty to rule HK in accor-
dance with the law laid down.
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So where is the law? The law is the
constitution. The law is the Basic Law
of the HKSAR. Every power that the
HKSAR political institution that it has
comes from the authorization of the cen-
tral government through the Basic Law.
So the central government has the
whole power of ruling HK, and so you
see under Article 12 of the Basic Law,

HK enjoys a high degree of autonomy
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and 1s directly under the central authori-
ties. It is a special administrative region.
Of course under the country, HK is on-
ly part of a country. It's an inalienable
part. So as authority, the central govern-
ment naturally, and it is responsibility
to rule HK in accordance with the con-
stitution, in accordance with the Basic
Law, and any other decision or law
made by the NPCSC. And also that the
central government will continue to ex-
ercise the comprehensive governance to
safeguard the national security in HK .
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