A26

) )
2

52

BEGRE - XOE

202198138 (28—) &5 EFRWEN WEI PO

Ty AR HE g

Foreign Domestic Helpers Should Come in Stages as Hong Kong Continues to Fight the Pandemic
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The SAR Government
" is expecting to reach a con-
sensus  within this  week

with authorities in the Phil-

ippines and Indonesia to allow new-
ly-hired foreign domestic helpers to
come to Hong Kong. The Philippine
Government also disclosed that for-
eign domestic helpers would be able
to come to Hong Kong starting from
next Monday. Resuming the import of
workers can help relieve the city's
shortage of foreign domestic helpers.
Nevertheless, 40% of Hong Kong's
previous confirmed imported cases of
COVID-19 came from the Philippines
and Indonesia. Experts alert the risk

of community outbreak if the city's

border i1s fully reopened to foreign do-

mestic helpers. The progress achieved
in Hong Kong in combating the pan-

demic did not come easily, and it is

nis iy

based on such progress that Hong
Kong seeks to resume cross-border

travel with the mainland. In resuming
the import of new helpers to Hong
Kong, the government should put pub-

7

lic health and safety as its priority by
allowing first a small portion of for-
eign domestic helpers to come and ar-
ranging for them to stay at quarantine
centres after their arrivals. The govern-
ment may gradually increase the im-
port quota as the situation stabilises.

April,

banned flights from places with serious

Since Hong Kong has

outbreaks, including the Philippines
and Indonesia. It has seen no new in-
coming foreign domestic helpers over
the past three to four months. Many
families found it difficult to hire for-
eign domestic helpers despite offering
a substantial wage increase. The De-
partment of Labor and Employment
of the Philippines said that starting
from next Monday, the HKSAR Gov-
ernment would allow Filipino helpers
who have completed two doses of CO-
VID-19 vaccine to enter Hong Kong
upon checking their documentary
proof for completion of vaccination is-
sued by the Philippine quarantine au-
thorities. The Hong Kong Union of

Employment Agencies estimated that
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4,500 helpers would come to Hong
Kong from the Philippines alone.

The resumption of the import of for-
eign domestic helpers by the SAR
Government amid the stabilisation of
the local epidemic situation is a good
news to the employers who are in ur-
gent need of domestic helpers. Howev-
er, Betty Yung Ma Shan-yee, chair-
woman of the Hong Kong Employers
of Domestic Helpers Association, said
that employers are actually "half hap-
py and half worried", as they are con-
cerned that helpers would be infected
during their stay at the quarantine ho-
tels and bring the virus home even
though they are fully vaccinated and
tested beforehand.  Ho
Pak-leung, the director of the Centre

negative
for Infection of the University of
Hong Kong, noted that it may not be
able to help prevent the import of the
Delta variant even though all helpers
are vaccinated. He said Hong Kong
has recorded around 830 imported cas-
es this year, 40 percent of which came

from the Philippines and Indonesia.
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He believed it is inevitable that the
number of new cases would surge as
the government restores the inflow of
foreign domestic helpers. Respiratory
medicine expert Leung Chi-chiu also
raised concerns about the serious out-
breaks in the Philippines and Indone-
sia. He said 10% to 30% of the incom-
ing helpers may have recently contract-
ed the virus, and that if these people
"convert from positive to negative”
and obtain a negative result in the
PCR-based nucleic acid test before or
after coming to Hong Kong, there is a
chance that 1% to 2% of them would
become "re-positive” upon entering
the community and lead to local trans-
mission.

It is suggested by a number of ex-
perts that the government should car-
ry out trials and lift restrictions step by
step before gradually allowing a full re-
sumption of admission of foreign do-
mestic helpers to Hong Kong. Also, it
should put public health and safety as

its first priority and require incoming

helpers to stay at quarantine centres

Reading skills practice:
Finding a job

Look at the job adverts and do the exercises to

practise your reading skills

Preparation

Match the duties to the jobs. There are two duties for

each job.
1. babysitter

4. waiter / waitress

2. shop assistant 3. paper boy

5. cleaner 6. cashier

. display items on the shelf]

b. give customers their

change

. sell shop's items

d. serve food and drinks

. deliver newspaper

f. read stories and play

with young childrem

. look after children

h. make somewhere tidy

1. help customers

items to buy

find

j- wake up early

k. clean the floor

L. take customers' order
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rather than hotels. To start with, the
SAR Government may launch a "pilot
scheme" and arrange a few chartered
flights to bring the first batch of for-
eign domestic helpers to Hong Kong.
It should control the number of incom-
ing helpers at the initial stage of the
scheme. That way, it would be easier
for the government to handle the situa-
tion if "re-positive” cases are reported.
The government should wait until the
scheme is mature to increase the num-
ber of helpers allowed to enter Hong
Kong.

Hong Kong should stick to its "zero
infection" approach in fighting the vi-
rus. The ultimate goal is to create the
conditions necessary for Hong Kong
to resume free travel with the main-
land and Macau.

As it reopens the city's border to
newly-hired foreign domestic helpers,
the SAR Government should make
comprehensive plans and  arrange-
ments to contain the virus and plug
any loopholes in measures to prevent

the importation of new cases.

LearnEnglish Teens

Checking your understanding: matching

e advert A
advert B
advert C
advert D

Dicussion

a. delivering newspaper
b. looking after children
c. working in a shop

d. working in a small restaurant

Do you have a part-time job?
What type of part-time job would you like?

To find more English language activities visit www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglishteens

. Munchies Cafe
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