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Full capactty of reverse vending maching achieved within 1.5 hour thanks to environmental citizenship
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= The Third Reading
ﬁi for the Waste Dispos-

al  (Charging for Mu-
nicipal Solid Waste)

(Amendment)
Bill has been passed by the Legislative
Council earlier on, and waste charg-
ing, which has been discussed in Hong
Kong for nearly 16 years, will eventu-
ally be put into implementation. While
to achieve waste reduction, cffective re-
cycling policies and measures are indis-
pensable. The SAR government plans
to introduce a producer responsibility
scheme for plastic beverage containers,
initially suggesting that an instant re-
bate of $0.1 for each plastic beverage

container returned be provided. To tie

in with the implementation of the

plan, a pilot scheme has been

launched by the Environmental Protec-

tion Department to place reverse vend-
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ing machines in multiple districts

across the city for collection of discard-

ed plastic bottles. Wen Wei Po con-

ducted several field wvisits previously

and discovered that the bottle-return-
ing machines were quite popular and
often under full load. The recycling in-
dustry said in an interview that al-
though the public awareness towards
waste recycling had increased over the
past years, it had become polarized
that some people were supportive,
while others ignored with acts of delib-
erate sabotage, urging the government
to step up promotion and education to
make further progress.

Following the producer responsibili-
ty scheme for plastic shopping bags,
waste electrical and electronic equip-
ment, and glass beverage containers, a
similar plan for plastic beverage con-
tainers is proposed, with the public
consultation ended at the end of May
this year. The Environmental Protec-
tion Department had received more
than 4,700 submissions for collation
and consideration to prepare for the
next stage of work.

In order to familiarize the public
with the plan and test out the applica-

tion of the reverse vending machines,
the Department rolled out a one-year
pilot scheme in the first quarter of this
year, installing 60 machines at loca-
tions such as public places or govern-
ment facilities, and providing an in-
stant rebate of $0.1 per plastic bever-
age container returned via e-payment
platform. People may return a daily
maximum of 30 containers and re-
deem the rebate for each Octopus
card or Alipay (Hong Kong) ac-
count held, or they may choose to do-
nate the rebate to designated charities
with no daily limit imposed. Journal-
ists of the Wen Wei Po paid a wvisit
previously to the Victoria Park Swim-
ming Pool at Causeway Bay where a
reverse vending machine was placed
to check out its operation. As the ma-
chine was located under the stairs and
not close to the entrance of the swim-
ming pool, it drew little attention of
the passers-by but was still known to
the public.

During the 1.5-hour visit by the

journalists, it was noted that more
than a dozen citizens feeding in used
bottles into the machine. The machine
reached its full storage capacity rapid-
ly and the service was subsequently
suspended. Some staff came to clear
the bottles later on and the machine
was put into service again.

People who used the machine gener-
ally believed that it was easy to oper-
ate and they did not really care wheth-
er there was a rebate or the amount
redeemable, hoping only to help recy-
cle the plastic materials and save the
Earth's valuable resources. While some
citizens did really wish to earn a little
income by this exercise that a mid-
dle-aged man said the plastic bottles
he brought for recycling were picked
up along the streets, and the few dol-
lars earned each time would help his
family make ends meet. Mr. Ben Lui,
Chief Operating Officer of the Fong
Chung Resources Management Co.
Limited who has been running the

“Sheung Wan Recycling Store”  initi-

Z4R7¢ 4200} 2 (Uodnoo ysed ) ETusi: |

Jomsuy

ated by the Environmental Protection
Department, said that local citizens’
awareness of waste recycling had been
greatly enhanced and some were very
supportive. He added that the compa-
ny had high requirements for waste re-
cycling that the waste should be sorted
out and cleaned beforchand, as there
would not be sufficient manpower and
places to deal with the garbage. He
was grateful that many people were
willing to spend time doing this and ar-
ranging delivery to the store.

Yet, he regretted that certain people
did not care about it and even caused
deliberate damages to the relevant fa-
cilities. Take the 24-hour recycling bin
put outside the store as an example, it
was problematic to deal with it in the
morning as it was often full of gar-
bage. He thought that further publici-
ty and education were important to se-
cure public support towards waste re-
cycling, as well as encourage people to
recycle materials with “residual val-

ues” to fulfil their civic responsibilities.
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Reading skills practice:
Going out

LearnEnglish Teens

Look at the adverts for things to do and do the

exercises to practise your reading skills.

Preparation

Match the actions to the places. There are two

actions for each place.
. at the stadium 2. at the cinema

. at the theatre 4. at the market

. watch your favourite sports team

1
3
5. competing in a sports event
a
b

. buy some local crafts
c. see a film with your favourite actor / actress
d. watch the latest blockbuster from Hollywood
e. try some local foods
f. register before you enter
g. sing songs with other fans
h. wear a sports kit
1. see a play

j- watch a musical

Check your understanding: true of false
Circle True or False for these sentences.

1. The musical performance of Oliver! starts in Auguest.
True False
2. The medieval market in Shepton town square is
closed on Sunday.

True False

To find more English language activities visit www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglishteens
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