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Hong Kong to Relax Rules to Bring in Talents and Ease Doctor Shortage
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; The SAR Government
has proposed revisions to
the Medical
(Amendment) Bill that is

currently pending approval from the

Registration

Legislative Council, as it seeks to al-
residents—who
but hold the

recognised medical qualifications—to

low  non-permanent

are trained overseas
practice as specialists in Hong Kong.
The acute problem of population age-
ing has been aggravating the shortage
of healthcare manpower in the city.
This results in a realistic and urgent
need to step up efforts in attracting
more non-local healthcare profession-
als to Hong Kong. The previous
of the
strict, as they proposed that in order

amendments bill were too
for a non-locally trained doctor to be

eligible for full or special registration
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in Hong Kong, he or she must be a

Hong Kong permanent resident. The

Government's efforts to relax the rules
in view of the city's present situation

are consistent with the public interest

and deserve recognition and support.
In finalising the bill, the Government
should, on one hand, ensure the strict
the

mechanism  to maintain the quality

implementation  of evaluation
and standards of the healthcare system
in Hong Kong, and on the other
hand, give careful consideration to the
benefits and remuneration of the city's
existing doctors, in order to facilitate
the import of overseas specialists.
According to the Medical Registra-
tion (Amendment) Bill which has been
tabled to the Legislative Council for
the first reading, the SAR Govern-
ment proposes to relax the require-
ments for hiring doctors and allow
non-permanent residents to practice as
specialists in Hong Kong without tak-
ing the local licensing examination.
The

made in response to the views put for-

proposed amendments  were
ward by members of the Bills Commit-
tee in three previous

shows that the SAR Government is re-

meetings. It

ceptive to the suggestions and willing
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to relax the rules to bring in overseas
medical specialists as a way to allevi-
ate the severe shortage of doctors in
Hong Kong.

Medical staff' shortage has been a
major issue in the public healthcare
system in Hong Kong. The problem
has been aggravated by an ageing pop-
SAR
Government estimates that the city
will be short nearly 2,000 doctors by

ulation and brain drain. The

2040. Several members of the industry
said the actual situation is more seri-
ous than that.

There is a global shortage of doc-
tors, and countries and regions around
the world have been competing for
medical personnel. If only permanent
resident doctors are allowed to prac-
tice in Hong Kong, it will create an in-
surmountable hurdle for foreign doc-
tors with professional specialist qualifi-
cations who wish to work here and
hinder the Government's effort to ad-
dress the doctor shortage. Moreover,

given the increased mobility of profes-
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sional workers in this highly globalised
world, Hong Kong should not restrict
its selection of candidates and evaluate
them by their resident status, but in-
stead focus on their recognised profes-
sional qualifications.

Obviously, the Government must es-
tablish a stringent mechanism to vet
specialist qualifications in order to en-
sure the quality of imported doctors.
While the SAR Government suggests
to expand the original hiring scheme
to cover non-permanent Hong Kong
residents, the proposed amendment ap-
plies only to specialist doctors, whose
qualifications, under the proposal, will
have to be recognised by the Hong
Kong Academy of Medicine in order
for them to gain full registration in
Hong Kong. As for those who have
graduated from overseas medical
schools but have yet to complete their
internship, they will have to be a per-
manent resident and pass the local li-
censing examination before they can

practice in Hong Kong. It is believed
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Reading skills practice:
My city
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that if the Government can strictly im-
plement this mechanism and have
enough measures in place to monitor
the quality of overseas-trained doctors,
it will manage to maintain public confi-
dence in the healthcare system in
Hong Kong.

Given that doctors have been in
short supply in Hong Kong, relaxing
the rules for overseas-trained doctors
through implementation of appropri-
ate measures will not affect the bene-
fits and remuneration of local doctors.
The SAR Government has also prom-
ised that the Hospital Authority will
provide sufficient employment and spe-
cialist training opportunities to all qual-
ified local medical graduates. Indeed,
admitting overseas-trained doctors will
help facilitate the continuous enhance-
ment of the local healthcare system
and the work environment of doctors.
This will ensure the provision of quali-
ty healthcare services to Hong Kong
citizens and benefit both healthcare

workers and the public.

LearnEnglish Teens

Look at the flyer and do the exercises to practise and
improve your reading skills.
Preparation

What can you find in the city and countryside? Write
the words or phrases in the correct group.

fields

a stadium

a museum a farm

an art gallery a shopping center

a forest animals

In the city In the countryside

Circle your understanding: matching

Choose the best attraction in Liverpool for these people

and write a - d next to the number 1 - 4.
1. Sam: I like music but I don't like all that modern music
and dancing.
. George and Doris: Well, we don't have much money.

. Yuka: My sister and I love buying shoes.
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. Luka: I love all forms of exercise, especially team sports.
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