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SpaceX capsule returns with all-civilian spaceflight mission accomplished
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= After three days The capsule traveled back and  landed in the Atlantic Ocean During the three-day journey, apart on one of the spacecraft's engines,
i; in space, the mission forth the atmosphere in an automatic off the coast of Florida. from enjoying the starry sky and the which were easily resolved. Another
@ of the 4 space tour- control mode. During the reentry, After taking a rest in the cabin to  views of the Earth from the win- goal of the trip was to raise a dona-
ists  of the U.S. the heat shield of the capsule under-  wait for the arrival of the recovery  dows, the crew members also con-  tion of US$200 million (approx HK

space company
SpaceX's Inspiration4 ended as the
Crew Dragon capsule parachuted in-
to the Atlantic Ocean at 7:06 pm
EST on 18 September, bringing the
world's first all-civilian space journey

to a successful end. SpaceX CEO

Elon Musk extended congratulations
to the crew, and the "mission com-

mander” Jared Isaacman believed
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that more people would be taking

part in space tourism in the near fu-

ture.
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went extreme heat of over 1,900 de-
grees Celsius, but the capsule and
spacesuits had shielded the crew off
completely from the high tempera-
ture. The spacecraft traveled for sev-
eral minutes in a zone where commu-
nication was blocked, and applause
was then heard from the SpaceX
flight control center in suburban Los
Angeles as the first parachute was
seen deploying. The spacecraft gradu-
ally slowed down to a speed of about

25 kilometers per hour and gently
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ship, the 4 space passengers stepped
out of the cabin and boarded the re-
covery ship in less than an hour after
landing. They smiled and waved to
the livestream cameras, and after re-
ceiving simple health checks, they re-
turned to the Kennedy Space Center
for reunion with their families.
Inspiration4 had settled into a cir-
cular orbit 585 kilometers above the
Earth, which is the highest altitude
humans have ever reached since the
end of the "Project Apollo" in 1972.

ducted a number of scientific experi-
ments and live broadcast activities, in-
cluding having a call with the actor
Tom Cruise who is about to fly in a
SpaceX spacecraft soon, ringing a
closing bell for the New York Stock
Exchange, painting and playing gui-
tar in the cabin.

SpaceX's human-spaceflight chief,
Benji Reed, said that only two minor
issues had occurred during the jour-

ney - a malfunctioning fan in the toi-

let and a faulty temperature sensor

$1.55 billion) for a children's hospital
where one of the travelers Hayely Ar-
ceneaux now works, and this was suc-
cessfully achieved upon landing.
SpaceX plans to launch 6 commer-
cial space flights in the years to
come, and 4 trips to the Internation-
al Space Station are fully booked so
far. It i1s expected that each journey
can accommodate up to 3 passengers
who will be led by a former astro-
naut, and the first flight will take off

carly next year.
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I live in Mewquoy. Tt's o small town on the Atlontic coast in
the south of Englond, It has got great beaches ond is the
best ploce to surf in the UK There are lots of surf schools
where you can learn how to surf, I go surfing with my friends
every weehend. My faveurite place is Fistral Beach.

I love Mewguay becousse there are kots of other things to de
as well as surfing If you lke woter sports, youw can go
hayaking, water-shiing or Coasteering &5
different becouse it is rock climbing, jumping infa the sea
and swimming in the same activity, but you should always go
with a gpecial inctructor.

If you lFke ardmals you con also visit the Blue Reef Aguarium
and see lots of different fish and even sharks. You con alss
go horse riding on the beach or visit Mewguay Zoo. There are
lots of other attractions foo like mini golf and bowling. Come
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LU 1. surfing 2. kayaking
In the early 1990s, at the dawn of the Internet

Vocabulary > 3. water-skiing
. swimming 5. horse riding
. calaque  c. surf

4
era, an explosion in academic productivity seemed a. equitagdo
d

to be around the corner. But the corner never ap- . natagdo . esqui aqudtico
peared.

Extracted from "When Will Tech Disrupt High-
er Education?” written by Prof Kenneth Rogoff
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Check your understanding: multiple selection
Circle the things Alex writes about.
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the dawn of the Internet eral X4 [at the begin-
ning of the Internet eral ; [an explosion in aca-

demic productivity] EFHE [a boom in academic

- the weather in Newquay

+ places to visit in Newquay
+ things to do in Newquay

- food in Newquay

and zee for yourself]

productivityJ 5 M [seemed to be around the cor-

ner] MJEREUE [seemed to be appearing soon] °
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- history of Newquay
- where Newquay is located
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Discussion

What is your town like?
What can people do when visiting your town?
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