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Strengthened Equipment and Cross-border Collaboration Key to Gombat Sea Smuggling
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Marine police senior in-

spector Lam  Yuen-yee,

who was on board a po-

lice vessel to carry out an
anti-smuggling operation, died at sea
after the vessel was hit and capsized
by a smuggler's speedboat. People
from various sectors of the society con-
demned the cold-blooded smugglers
while the city mourned. Recently, sea
smuggling activities have been preva-
lent in Hong Kong. Smugglers blatant-
ly challenge the rule of law, threaten-
ing the lives of law enforcement offi-
cers. The Government should increase
the number of law enforcement offi-
cers at sea as well as improve their
training and equipment in order to en-

hance their capabilities in law enforce-

ment and better protect their safety.

Law enforcement cooperation with
the police of Guangdong should also
be strengthened by, for example, step-

ping up enforcement actions against
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smuggling activities controlled by syn-

dicates in Hong Kong and Guang-

dong, and those who break the law
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should be given heavy penalties. A
multi-pronged approach is needed to
curb the rampant sea smuggling activi-
ties.

According to some analyses, due to
the pandemic, travel across land bor-
ders has been restricted, leading to an
obvious increase in sea smuggling ac-
tivities. Information indicates that the
average number of arrests made by
the Marine Region of the Hong Kong
Police in enforcement operations
against sea smuggling activities before
the pandemic was 26 a year between
2017 and 2019. The number grew
more than double in 2020, surging to
66. In spite of that, smugglers who are
driven by huge profits, are willing to
take the risk of prosecution. They
work day and night to transport goods
across the sea border. The modified
high-powered speedboats they use for
smuggling goods are fast and highly
mobile, and the places where the activ-
ities operate are close to mainland wa-
ters. This has not only made it hard
for the Hong Kong Marine Police
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and Customs to intercept the suspects,
but also emboldened the smugglers -
like those in the above mentioned inci-
dent - to go so far as to hit the police
vessel in order to avoid interception
and threaten the lives of the city's law
enforcement officers.

Sources said the Hong Kong Ma-
rine Police currently have about only
a dozen speedboats that are fast
enough to catch the smugglers. How-
ever, there are hundreds of illegal op-
erations every day that involve the use
of speedboats by smugglers. The po-
lice are therefore overstretched. If
smugglers dare to risk their lives by
ramming their speedboats into police
vessels in order to avoid investigation,
the police would be in danger. The de-
votion to duty of the fallen police offi-
cer and the sacrifice made to maintain
the rule of law have earned our deep-
est respect, but such fatal incident
should not happen again. It is neces-
sary for the authorities to make a com-
prehensive assessment and take imme-

diate measures to enhance the safety
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of law enforcement officers in marine
operations.

As the principle of "patriots adminis-
tering Hong Kong" is put into prac-
tice, the relationship between the Exec-
utive and the Legislature has been im-
proving progressively. It is the respon-
sibility of the executive and legislative
authorities to work together to allo-
cate additional resources and intro-
duce improvement measures in order
to provide the necessary support to
the law enforcement agencies. This is
to enhance the equipment, manpower
and training necessary for carrying
out their operations, as well as to
strengthen the protection of the safety
of law enforcement officers to ensure
successful crackdowns on smuggling.

The which

were carried out in Hong Kong and

smuggling  activities,
Guangdong, must be controlled by

syndicates. To eliminate sea smug-
gling, it requires the enforcement de-
partments of Hong Kong and Guang-
dong to strengthen their arrest opera-

tions, interception efforts on the front

Reading skills practice:
An email about sports

line, as well as collaboration, in order
to eradicate the syndicates that con-
trol these smuggling activities, bring
the masterminds to justice, and dis-
mantle the smuggling network span-
ning Hong Kong and Guangdong.
Moreover, the authorities of the two
places should strengthen their ongoing
mechanism  for
fight

smooth

cooperation in the

against smuggling to ensure

intelligence exchange, and
work together to formulate and make
timely adjustments to their anti-smug-
gling strategies, in order to address
the problem comprehensively.

Hong Kong is a place ruled by law.
Those smugglers who challenged the
rule of law must receive severe punish-
ment. Enforcement  departments
should quickly track down and appre-
hend the culprit causing the death of
the police officer, take enforcement ac-
tions to stamp out the syndicates, and
strictly prosecute the criminals in-
volved in the case; and the court
should impose a deterrent sentence to

effectively prevent smuggling.
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LearnEnglish Teens

Preparation

. volleyball
. ice hockey
. hockey
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Match the words or phrases.

. Australian rules football

2. football / soccer
4. rugby

6. American football
8. surfing

.g)‘ll—tlhrw-ﬂ.‘l'buchlmdm- school in Canada,
Fd kove ko play loe hockey one day.

%mmdmnumm.mw- swimming

ool at school and our dlass go swimming every Wednasday. We
also play iennis, voleyball and foolball, but foctball in Australia is
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b. futebol Australiano
d. hoquei

f. raguebi

h. voleibol

futebol Americano
. futebol

. hoquei no gelo
surf
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1. Circle your understanding: true or false

Circle True or False for these sentences.

1. Rob is from Canada.
True False

2. Rob wants to try ice hockey.

False

3. There is a swimming pool at Rob's school.

False

4. Rob goes swimming on Tuesday and

True
True

Thursday afternoons.
True False
5. Rob thinks football in Australia and soccer

are the same.

diffierent o soccer. Yiou can fouch the ball with your hands!

@‘lmnmummmuu in Australia boo. | go o
a surfing club after school on Tussdays and Thursdays. We go o
e beach and learm how o surl. INs gread funl Can you surd in
your eountry?

Bhnehe soon

Rob
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Top Tips for writing

1. Begin your email Dears nome.

2. Begin your email with thanks or the recson you ore writing.
1. Thiz parogroph kot got one idea.

4. This parograph has got ancther ides.

5. End yeur email Mirffe soom » your rame,
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6. Rob often goes to the beach. uorreredarg ‘|
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