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Stepped-up Efforts and Support Needed to Combat Child Abuse
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The Police announced
" that they had received 780
child abuse cases in the first

eight months of this year.

showed a  70%

year-on-year increase. According to ex-

The number

perts, family problems arise as a result
of the economic downturn amid the
COVID-19  pandemic.

take out their frustrations and stresses

Some parents

on their children, causing a rise in the
number of child abuse cases. The Po-
lice may help solve the problem tempo-
rarily by stepping up efforts to combat
child abuse, but in order to address the
root cause of it, firstly, the Government
must work with social professional insti-

tutions to provide substantial communi-

ty support services, such as child care

services, to grassroots families, as well
as special grants to jobless families; sec-
ondly, the Government needs to raise

public awareness on child protection to
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ensure early identification and interven-
tion of child abuse cases; thirdly, the

Government should legislate as soon as
possible and make it a statutory duty
for the public to report any suspected
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child abuse cases.

According to the information pub-
lished by the Legislative Council this
September, from 2016 to 2020, there
were about 1,000 child abuse cases in
Hong Kong. The number fell slightly
last year. Experts said that the suspen-
sion of school classes may have led to a
delay in the discovery of concealed
child abuse cases. The latest figures re-
leased by the Police showed that the
number of child abuse cases went up
significantly by  70%  year-on-year,
sounding the alarm again about the is-
sue of child abuse in Hong Kong.

According to the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
it is a child's basic right to be protected
from all forms of physical or mental vio-
lence, injury or abuse, neglect or negli-
gent treatment, maltreatment or exploi-
tation, while in the care of parents, le-
gal guardians or any other person who
has the care of the child. It is stated in
the laws of Hong Kong that child
abuse is a criminal offence. As an inter-
national city upholding the rule of law,

Hong Kong should have zero tolerance

FFERIREE AR XA

[ MiEifREE

for child abuse

should strengthen law enforcement and

cases. The Police
prosecution efforts to deter child abuse.
To stop child abuse, it is better to
prevent it than to combat it. It is a col-
lective responsibility of the Government
and society to provide concrete support
to grassroots families to help them
solve their difficulties and live in harmo-
ny with their family members. Hong
Kong has seen a lack of child care ser-
vices, but the situation has not been im-
proved over the years. Due to the pan-
demic, local primary and secondary
schools and kindergartens have suspend-
ed physical classes and required stu-
dents to attend online classes at home.
This has aggravated the problem of in-
sufficient child care services. Given the
rapid growth of jobless households, par-
ents who are under financial pressure
and emotional distress may take out
their negative feelings on their children,
causing an increase in the number of
child abuse cases in the city. The Gov-
ernment must look into the problem
and allocate additional resources to en-

hance community child care services. It
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should also consider providing special fi-
nancial aid to jobless families in order
to solve the difficulties of grassroots fam-
ilies and improve the home environ-
ments of the abused children.

More importantly, the Government
needs to improve the existing mecha-
nism for preventing child abuse. Cur-
rently, there is a reporting mechanism
for student absentees put in place by
the Education Bureau. It requires
schools to report to the Bureau on the
seventh day of a student's continuous
absence in cases where students fail to
attend school. Last April, the Social
Welfare

new guideline, which sets out clearly

Department implemented a
the procedures for identifying, report-
ing, as well as taking immediate protec-
tion actions and follow-up actions for
suspected child abuse cases. The Bu-
reau has reviewed and updated the
guideline for schools, and the Govern-
ment has also strengthened the training
of frontline professionals to enhance
their ability to identify and provide sup-
port to abused children at an early

stage. In the face of the significant in-

Writing skills practice:
An invitation

crease in the city's child abuse cases, it
is necessary for the Government to re-
view the relevant mechanism, allocate
additional resources, strengthen train-
ing and make up for the inadequacies,
in order for the mechanism to play an
effective role in protecting children
from abuse.

Moreover, it is necessary to legislate
as soon as possible for the mandatory
reporting of child abuse. Currently, at
least 70 jurisdictions around the world
have made it a statutory duty to report
any suspected child abuse cases. Back
in 2013, the United Nations Commit-
tee on the Rights of the Child already
recommended the SAR Government to
establish a mandatory reporting mecha-
nism. In 2019, the Law Reform Com-
mission of Hong Kong put forward rele-
vant legislative proposals. This May,
the Legislative Council Panel on Wel-
fare Services reaffirmed the need to leg-
islate the mandatory reporting of child
abuse cases. The Government must
speed up the progress of legislation in
order to provide more legal protection

to prevent and combat child abuse.
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at the email and do the exercises to

practise and improve your writing skills.

Preparation

Match the names of punctuation marks with symbols
from the top.
2 | | A
1. full stop

2. question mark

3. comma

4. capital letter

5. exclamation mark

1. Check your understanding: mulitple choice

Choose the best answer to complete the sentence.

1.
2. Jen is going surfing with her friends

. They are meeting at

. They are meeting

(Jen / Jim) sent the email.

(at the weekend / after school).
(the furf
club / beach).

. Jen thinks the weather will be

(bad / good).

(Two / Four) other people are
going surfing with Jen.
(before / after)

lunch.

To find more English language activities visit www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglishteens
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Subject: This weekerd

Hi lim

‘wrumuf.ingumuﬂ beach to go surfing m&mday
mmwrfl'.‘lanlmd Ruare coming. Do you want to come with
157 1t's going to be sunny and hot )
Speak so00n

Jen

Top Tips for writing

1. Stort a semtence with a copital letter,
2. Use capital letters for days of the week.
3. Finigh a semtence with a full dtep.

#, Finigh o qoestion with o question mark,

What do you usually do when you meet up with

your friends?
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