AY

A2 i Bl gr

-

»N )

=

News '\
Buddy
-/

BRI 6 PH

BERE  OE

20214118200 (285—) &5 S EFRWEN WEI PO

TIJIJ Fi_fhb E%E

Climate summit ended with compromise deal achieved and Paris Agreement made operational
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The 26" United Na-
IIE tions Climate Change
held in

Glasgow, U.K. eventu-

ally ended on 13 No-

vember after an extra day of negotia-

Conference

tions. Representatives of the participat-
ing countries finally reached an agree-
ment, as well as a consensus over the
details of the Paris Agreement, striving
to achieve the goal of limiting global
temperature rise within 1.5°C. The na-
tions also reached a consensus for the

first time on reducing coal burning.

However, with regard to the deal on

phasing out of fossil fuels, the wording
was watered down and changed to

"phase down" after a last-minute objec-
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tion by India. U.N. Secretary-General
admitted that the

agreement is a "compromise", and that

Antonio Guterres

shortcomings in achieving the targets

of emission reduction remain with
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rooms for improvement.

The agreement reached by nearly
200 participating countries pointed out
that since adoption of the Paris Agree-
ment in 2015, the progress in reducing
emissions has not been satisfactory so
far. In order to combat global warm-
ing, the agreement calls on countries
to propose new plans to cut emissions
before the next climate summit to be
held in Egypt next year, bringing three
years ahead of schedule for the targets
set out by the Paris Agreement for
2025.

The agreement also emphasized that
developed countries have yet to meet
an ecarlier pledge to provide US $100
billion (approximately HK $779.1 bil-
lion) in climate finance annually to as-
sist developing countries in responding
to climate change. It also included a
commitment to double the funding at
2019 level supported by wealthy na-
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tions to help low-income countries im-
prove climate resilience by 2025. Ac-
cordingly, a U.N. committee will be
set up to report on progress towards
delivering the funding and govern-
ments will be summoned to meet in
2022, 2024 and 2026 to discuss cli-
mate issues.

The negotiators also finalized the
fundamental norms and rules govern-
ing the international carbon markets in
accordance with Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement. Yet, in face of the opposi-
tion of the United States and the Euro-
pean Union, the countries failed to es-
tablish a compensation mechanism for
poor nations suffering losses due to nat-
ural disasters, and only dialogues will
be conducted on this matter in the fu-
ture.

India proposed a last-minute change
to a clause in the agreement on cutting

coal use, hoping to reflect the national
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conditions of emerging economies. Indi-
an Environment Minister Bhupender
Yadav emphasized that the country
aims to speak out on behalf of develop-
ing countries, pointing out that only
coal was singled out in the discussion,
but other fossil fuels such as oil or natu-
ral gas were not mentioned. He added
that India strives to reach a climate
agreement that is reasonable and fair
to developing countries. Alok Sharma,
Minister of State at the Cabinet Office
of UK. as well as President for the
summit, made his concluding remarks
that the Glasgow climate pact is only a
"fragile win" and offered apology for
the last-minute changes to the deal. "I
also understand the deep disappoint-
ment but I think as you have noted,
it's also vital that we protect this pack-
age," he said.

The U.S. special presidential envoy
for climate John Kerry believed that
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the agreement will give countries more
confidence in coping with the climate
crisis. "We are in fact, closer than we
have ever been before to avoiding cli-
mate chaos and securing cleaner air,
safer water and a healthier planet,” he
said. Given the deal, the European
Union considered that the goals set
out in the Paris Agreement are still
achievable, whereas the U.K. Prime
Minister Boris Johnson described it as
"a big step forward" but admitted that
more efforts should be made in the
years to come.

Guterres said that the agreement is
the result of compromise, reflecting the
interests, conditions, contradictions and
political wills of various countries in
the world today. "We won't reach our
destination in one day or one confer-
ence. But I know we can get there," he

concluded.
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1. Check your understanding: true or false

Circle True or False for these sentences.

Hi Ericl

Edinburgh.

1. Jenny is on holiday in the Scottish city of

do. The

[HEFR herving @ great haliday here in Scotland,

Were in o hotel in the centre of
Hw;?rhu!ﬁmingpnd bast i1
tow cold to swiml There ore lots of thimgs to

> [penl 1 [p]
s AT s AR A

Talse

2. Eric is on holiday on a beach.

False

3. Jenny is not having a good holiday.
True Talse

4. The weather is beautiful in Scotland.

False

5. Jenny went swimming in the hotel.

Talse

6. Jenny likes the people in Scotland.

False

7. Jenny is going to Loch Ness to see the

True

HERE A

True
Jenmy x
True
True

True

somatimes T understand them.

Last week we went to Loch Mess, bur we
8 see the monster! Scotland is very
beautifi, but the weather is awful. ET8 very
cold and windy and it rains every dayl

Are you having o good haliday of the

See you soon
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