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FE# : Under what stage is it in for the Protection
of the Harbour Bill for now? Have you started the
lobbying now?
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=5 Yeah, for my amendment in fact it consists
of two parts. The first part is to state very clearly
the central harbour, so my first part of the amend-
ment is to protect the central harbour, that is the
areas from Central to Tsim Sha Tsui. In fact that
central harbour is also stated in the ordinance,
when the ordinance was first passed in 1997.
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The second part of my amendment is to allow
the Chief Executive in Council to have the power
to consider any works can be carried out in areas
outside the central harbour, according to when
they see there is a public need. So Chief Executive
in Council can decide whether to carry out any
public works that's according to public needs.
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FEFF ¢ It scems that the current legislation is very
restrictive for the development of the harbourfront,
so what we see that your proposal is to give flexibil-
ity and more open options for the government to
do the harbour works for HK residents. So how do
you assess on the public consultation and the pub-
lic opinion for your bill?
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=ZE : In 1997 and 1999, when the bill was
passed, there were so many stakeholders and so
many organizations and people who supported the
bill, so you can imagine those who supported the
bill will oppose my amendment, unless they have
changed their views. It won't be easy.
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Although it's very difficult, I think we
need to do something in the new era of HK.
We should make some differences, we cannot
just be bound by the existing ordinance and limit
our feasibility to carry out any public works, that's
beneficial to the society.
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E #F : So assuming the amendment is passed,
which sector do you think will benefit most from
it? And to what extent can it alleviate the problem
of the insufficient land supply in HK?
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3% © My amendment is to give the government
departments with more visibility and flexibility
when they consider any complaining. Because of
the current ordinance, the government department
will not think about how to make well use of the
harbourfront. So the ordinance will limit their plan-
ning and creativity ideas of how to well use of the
harbourfront. In the harbour area, from Kwun
Tong to Kai Tak, if you have been there, then you

will find the transportation is very inconvenient
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and the traffic there is very heavy, al-
ways traffic jam.
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The passage of my Private Member's Bill. The
government can consider to build a bridge from
Kwun Tong to Kai Tak, so it will ease the very
heavy transport in the area. And I hope more of
this kind of public works can be carried out to help
people living along the harbourfront.
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FE ¥ : Even if the legislation that you propose has
been passed, do you think that there will still be
hurdles to overcome? Let's say, for the environmen-
tal assessments or the time planning, and the pub-
lic consultation of such changing for the harbour-
front. Do you think those are the hurdles that the

.
" -

- -
Tl

== ]
nialil (o]

HIREE

government has to overcome over for the future
years?
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FE ' Yes. Even with the passage of my Private
Member's Bill, the government still will face many
difficulties when they decide to carry out any recla-
mation along the harbourfront. As you said, they
have to go through the time planning procedures
and the environmental protection whatever. Very
complex procedures. The government should con-
sider reviewing all those ordinance. See how to
make our construction or the work of our govern-
ment more efficient. We have spent a lot of time
on very complex planning procedures.
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