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"Korean wave visa' promoted by Republic of Korea to attract arts and cultural talents
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the talent pool of the cultural industry, the au-
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= In order to attract overseas

ITIE technology and cultural talents,

Republic of Korea's Ministry of

X/

tance schemes would be launched this year, with

Justice announced recently that

several visa application assis-
the aim to enhance the diversity of immigrants,
including setting up "Korean wave visa" for tal-
ents who intend to engage in Korean arts and
cultural performance, as well as "cultural ex-
change students", bringing about a change of the
previous foreign worker visa system designed
mainly to increase manpower for the labour in-
tensive industry.

The Korean wave has been internationally re-
nowned and attracting people who want to be
stars or engaging in the relevant industrials to

come over to Republic of Korea. To maintain
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thority plans to establish a new "Korean wave vi-
sa" that targets talents who engage in performing
arts activities in the country, or "cultural ex-
change students" who come over to study the in-
dustrial system of large Korean brokerage firms,
hoping to further enhance the competitiveness of
the Korean wave on the international stage.

In addition to the Korean wave visa, the Min-
istry of Justice expects that this year's immigra-
tion policy will focus on introducing foreign tech-
nical and cultural talents, and strengthening the
residential support system for foreigners. The cur-
rent immigration policy of the country mainly fo-
cuses on the jobs that local people are less will-
ing to engage in, and the visa required for the in-
troduction of foreign workers. While starting

from this year, the authority will enhance the im-
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migration support services for foreign students
who contribute to high-value-added industries.
According to the Yonhap News Agency, the
number of foreigners living in Republic of Korea
has continued to rise steadily since 2016. Al-
though there is a downward trend due to the
pandemic over the past two years, the statistics
of the Korea Immigration Service of the Minis-
try of Justice showed that there are still roughly
1.975 million foreigners residing in the country
as of 2021,
population.
As of the end of December 2021, there are ap-

accounting for 3.82% of the total

proximately 170,000 foreign students in Korea,
of which over half of them are enrolled in de-
gree programmes irrelevant to language studies.
The authority plans to launch a fast-track

scheme for permanent residence and naturaliza-
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tion of talents in the first half of this year, allow-
ing IT talents who have obtained master and
doctorate degrees in the country to hunt for jobs
in the local market even after the expiry of their
student visas without worrying about visa issues.
Additionally, the authority plans to relax the
restrictions on children of illegally residents, and
guarantee the right to education for those who
have grown up in Republic of Korea and devel-
oped a sense of belonging to the country. Accord-
ingly, a new residential system is being formulat-
ed for children who have grown up locally and
received primary school education. For parents
of illegal residents who are guardians of the chil-
dren, residential restrictions will also be lifted
with detailed regulations to be formulated in con-
sideration of the children's years of study and

public opinion.
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the text and do the exercises.

Four different people talk about their jobs. Read
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JOAN:

Saturdays are busy because that's when everyone goes shop-

"I work on Saturdays and in the school holidays.

ping. Our shop sells clothes and accessories for men, wom-
en and children. I work in the children's department. It can
be crazy sometimes, but it's fun.”

JUSTIN:

not at university. Oxford has thousands of tourists in the

"I work during my summer holidays when I'm

summer, so it's casy to find a job as a tour guide. I take
tourists to visit the university colleges and then we go down
to the river. We go along the river on a boat. The tourists
love the boat trip, but last summer one tourist fell in the riv-
er! I love meeting people from all over the world."

PAM: "

to see me because they hate dentists. Sometimes it's very

I like my job, but lots of people don't like coming

hard work, but it's great to help people when they have a
problem. It's so important to look after your teeth."

PAUL: "My job is very difficult, but I like it because I love
flying. I fly planes that take people to different places on
holiday. Most of the time I fly in Europe to places like
Spain, Greece and Italy. The most difficult thing about my
job is when the weather is bad. Snow and thunderstorms

are the worst. The best thing is visiting different places."

Activity 1 — Check your understanding: gap fill

Complete the gaps with a word from the box.

pilot dentist

shop assistant tour guide

1. Joan words as a
2. Justin works as a
3. Pam works as a

4. Paul works as a

‘What job would you like when you are older?
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