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FE# : While the epidemic is under control and
the economy is improving, there is a 7.8 percent
growth in GDP in the first half of the year, and an
unemployment rate has fallen to about five per-
cent. What is your outlook on the economy of HK
in the second half of 2021? And does the govern-
ment have any further measures to help those in-
dustries that are affected by the epidemic?
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= & : Well, unfortunately I think the road
ahead is still going to be very challenging, but I
have to say that the worst has to be over. I mean,
if we put ourselves in the situation like last year
this time, we have no idea how this pandemic is
going. We don't have the vaccine yet. In the early
months, we don't even have enough PPE. We
were in crisis, so that's why the government have
to come out with all these employment subsidies
scheme, to try to stabilize.
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I think that that worst time is over. The ques-
tion is how long we will see the economy back to
normality. I'm afraid that it's still going to be
months. Now I think we need to drive the vaccina-
tion up. Obviously, we have much improved now,
but we are far from reaching the right optimal

number. I was told by the scientists that someone
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suggests herd immunity of 70, 80 percent, but
then the latest thing now, because of the Delta
variant and so on, apparently 70, 80 percent is not
enough. Pretty much you need to get to 100 per-
cent. Until we reach there, the border restriction
will not be relaxed, and traveling will not resume
to complete normality. We're still months and
months away.
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Although, as
spared, and they're okay, financial industry is actu-

I said, certain industry is largely

ally quite okay, but can you imagine you are in
hospitality? It's still not good. Aviation, basically.
So those, it will still be some time before. I think
the key message is still everyone get vaccinated.
Seems like that is the only way out, for not just
HK, for the whole world, to return to some form
of normality.
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£ #F © Recently, the national delegation intro-
duced the 14" Five-Year Plan opportunities for
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HK, and more favorable policies are in

the pipeline to benefit HK and its resi-

dents. With the stronger national support, we

will gain more opportunities and achieve greater

development in financial services, digital transfor-

mation, trade, innovation and technology, and

green development. How should these new policies

be implemented in HK and get the general public
to seize opportunity?
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2E 11 think, first of all, we should be very
thankful that given especially now in the economic
crisis and pandemic. Who can we rely on? So and
clearly, the Central Government and Chinese mar-
ket is our lifeline. So I think being part of that,
you know inner circular movement is so impor-
tant. I think that is the biggest market for HK. So
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the question now is how do we access that market,
because not everybody understands the market.
Even if you understand the needs of that market,
how do I get access to it?
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I think that there are stll a lot of gaps. The
most recent visit from officials from Beijing came
and explained, it's a good message. But to a lot of
HK people, this is still very new. So you don't un-
derstand what that all meant, so I think you just
have to keep explaining.
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His speech fanned the flames and aggravated the ten-

sion among the nations.
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While the pandemic was still a problem in the area,
their behavior added fuel to the fire.
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What his advisor said has added fuel to the debate in
the party. He will probably face more criticism and more
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pressure.
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The teacher was unhappy when she was late for class.

Her poor excuses fueled the flames and she got a deten-
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The brothers always argue and their mother has to
pour oil on troubled waters.
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There are more calls for his resignation but as an expe-
rienced politician, he should be able to pour oil on trou-
bled waters.
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