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U.S. judicial crisis over abortion rights intensifies social divisions
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The U.S. political news website
revealed an
draft majority opinion of the Su-
preme Court few days ago, show-
ing that the court has decided to
strike down the landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade deci-
sion, ending a half-century guarantee of protection
for a woman's right to abortion. As one of the
long-standing focuses of political and social contro-
versy in the country, the dispute over abortion
rights is bound to intensity national divisions again.
Some jurists have even claimed that such unprece-
dented leak of the Supreme Court draft documents

might seriously disrupt the operation of the federal

Politico claimed to have obtained a copy of the
98-page draft opinion, with a 31-page appendix on
the history of state abortion laws, from a person fa-

miliar with the Mississippi court proceedings. Jus-
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initial

the abortion issue but enflaming debate and

ening division.

case that women are even given the right to
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"egregiously
wrong" from the start, and its reasoning was excep-
tionally weak, resulting in damaging consequences

far from bringing about a national settlement of

deep-

The Supreme Court issued a 7—2 decision in
Roe v. Wade that a woman's right to abortion is
protected by the Constitution's right to privacy,
while the court also ruled in 1992 in the Casey

abor-

tion while the fetus can survive outside the womb, 1.

e. until they are 22 to 24 wecks into pregnancy.

made

no reference to abortion, and no such right was im-

clected representatives," he wrote.
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plicitly protected by any constitutional provision,
implying that it was never rooted in U.S. history
and tradition. "It is time to heed the Constitution

and return the issue of abortion to the people's
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Under long-standing court procedures, when a
decision of the Supreme Court is made on a partic-
ular case, the chief justice or the most senior justice
in the majority would usually write a draft of the
court's opinion, documenting the justices' position
and rationale in the decision. The draft is often
amended that it might take several months for final-
ization, creating the possibility that the justices
might change their votes before the formal ruling.
The draft opinion is reportedly supported by five
conservative justices, whereas how Chief Justice
John Roberts will ultimately vote is still unclear.

Knowing that the Roe v. Wade decision might
be overturned, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer expressed
their objection, describing that it is one of the most
destructive decisions in history. Former Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton also commented that it is a

direct assault on the dignity, rights and lives of

women. Yet, the ruling is supported by several Re-
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publican lawmakers.

Certain legal experts said that unlike the White
House and Congress, the Supreme Court has al-
ways kept the results of its internal deliberations
strictly confidential, and there has never been any
leak of important court files. Lee Epstein, a law pro-
fessor at Washington University in St. Louis, consid-
ered the incident as a serious violation of court
rules. SCOTUSblog, the law blog that pays close
attention to the operation of the Supreme Court,
said "it's impossible to overstate the earthquake this
will cause inside the Court, in terms of the destruc-
tion of trust among the Justices and staff."

Just hours after the unprecedented leak of the
court documents, hundreds of protesters gathered
at the Supreme Court, with anti-abortion activists
playing guitar to celebrate and chanting slogans to
show support; while abortion rights supporters
chanted back "abortion is healthcare” and shouted

"do something Democrats!"
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Using colours to do homework

Read the text about using colours to
organise homework and do the exercises.

Here are some ideas about how you can use colour coding
to organise your homework.

To start you need a few things from the stationery shop.
They are all cheap. You need coloured pens and pencils,
sticky notes, page markers, glue and folders.

First, I choose a different colour for each school subject.
The colour I choose has to be easy to remember so I make
sure it means something to me. Maths is green because my
ruler is green. PE is yellow because my trainers are yellow.
I use the cheapest folders and I add a coloured sticky note
to the front. I keep all my notes for that subject inside the
different folders.

I use a lot of sticky notes. The blue notes are for history be-
cause my history teacher has a blue car. The black notes
are for geography because one day I want to visit the Black
Sea. I mark the pages in school books I need to read for
homework. I use two coloured page markers to mark where
it starts and ends.

Finally, I have a wall calendar. I use stars to remind me of
important dates. I have a green star on Friday to show I
have a maths test. There's a pink circle to show I've got
French homework for Monday. It's pink because "pink" is

"rose" in French.

To find more English language activities visit www.britishcouncil.org/learnenglishteens

Activity 1 — Check your understanding: matching

Match the subjects with the colours and write

a - e next to the numbers 1 - 5.

1. green a. French

2. yellow b. geography
3. blue c. PE

4. black d. history

5. pink e. maths

Discussion

How do you organise your school homework?

e'giqypgogel
| AlAoy slemsuy

© British Council 2020

CNREME ) R P - I EREE . . <
s HEIR . R BERL ALAXT
LI | Hn ] LI |



