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tioned the black turmoil period in HK. It is a

Looking back in 2019, you have men-

very alarming period that most of those who com-
mit crimes are young people, and I think there
are more than thousands of them. So what pro-
grams does the Police Force has to cultivate the
law-abiding awareness and to improve the
law-abiding spirit in HK?
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by different people in the community. We cannot

: I think there's a need for concerted efforts

just solely rely on the police. What we have done
in the past two years, in fact, in early 2020, I set
up a working group within the Force. The work-
ing group itself is called the Force Working
Group on Community Engagement. but I actually
place emphasis on youth engagement. I think you
have heard that throughout the black turmoil, we
have arrested over 10,000 people and forty per-
cent are students. So there's a need to do more
on that.
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Before I actually set up this Force Working
Group, I have consulted a lot of people, like differ-
ent think tanks, the Fight Crime Committee mem-
bers, the lawyers, also the some of the NGOs, or
even I talked to some of the kids. I have got a lot
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of constructive suggestions on how the Force can
re-engage the youth. A lot of them actually men-
tioned that we should adopt a soft approach.
What we mean by that is we cannot just talk
about arresting people. After all, some of the
youth, their minds were being polluted by others.
As a matter of fact, most youngsters that we have
arrested were not criminals before. After getting
all these views, I set up this working group.
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And what I have been doing, apart from hold-
ing regular meetings with my management team
officers, I also hold a regular meeting with two
groups, the school principals and the PTA, the
Parents Teachers Association. What I want to do
is, first of all, I want to send out a message to
them, because throughout the black turmoil, there
were lots of fake news, fake reports. And even
some of them have a question mark whether
those are true or not. The school principals and
the parents don't know, so one of the major char-
ter that we need to do throughout my meeting
with them is to clarify all these fake news, fake re-
ports, enhance the transparency of the policing
work.
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I think both of you can record during the black
turmoil, as a lot of people say, once the police
have arrested the kids, brought them back to the
station, the boys would be assaulted, and the girls
would be indecent assaulted or even raped. So
when we meet the school principals or the PTA,
we tell them and show them the whole actual pro-
cedures. We even brought them to take a look at
the temporary holding area, when we arrested pro-
testers back to the stations, the whole procedures
how we are going to handle them. Enhance the
transparency of our policing work, that is some-
thing that we need to do.
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And also, through the platform, we also dissemi-
nate some information, like some crime preven-
tion messages. We noted that, as I earlier men-
tioned, the minds of a lot of kids were being pol-
luted, the law-abiding awareness is actually lower-
ing because of this black turmoil, so we need to
tell them, tell the parents, tell the schools, tell the
teachers, how they can help us to disseminate this
information, so that we can avoid the kids falling
prey to crimes, either as offenders or as victims.
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