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Legislation Needed to Combat Online Sexual Harassment against Young People
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According to a survey, it is esti-
that 130,000
school students in Hong Kong

mated secondary
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not be ignored. Hong Kong's lack of regulation

have been sexually harassed on

the internet. Such situation must

on information published on the internet has
drawn criticism from various sectors. Safeguarding
cyber security is one of the issues raised in this
year's Policy Address. There is an urgent need to
enact legislation to protect young people from on-
line sexual harassment and cyber bullying. All con-
cerned Government departments should work to-
gether, keep abreast with the development of the
society, and speed up the legislative process to en-
sure young people's health and wellness.

A survey conducted by Save the Children and
the University of Hong Kong revealed that 4 out
of every 10 secondary school students in Hong
Kong have, in the past year, at least once experi-
enced virtual sexual harassment, including unwant-
ed exposure to sexual and nudity content, and sex-
ual solicitation. That means 130,000 secondary
school students in Hong Kong were sexually ha-
rassed on virtual platforms. The survey also found
that 1 in 5 teenagers in Hong Kong faced cyber
bullying last year. The internet has become an in-
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extricable part of life. It is easy for young people,
who rely on mobile phones and the internet more
than ever before, to come across various kinds of
information by browsing the web. For traditional
media, such as newspapers, television, and film,
the Government has established strict classifica-
tion systems and required content providers to
classify their content based on the age of their tar-
get audience, in order to protect young people.
However, Hong Kong is lacking laws to regulate
the internet and thus fails to provide any protec-
tion to young people concerning their use of the
internet.

Regarding this issue, the first step that needs to
be made is to improve legislations to regulate the
internet. The Mainland has a relatively stringent
system to regulate online pornographic or violent
videos or content. The newly amended Law of
the People's Republic of China on the Protection
of Minors, and Law of the People's Republic of
China on the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency
were implemented on 1st June 2021. These laws
prohibit the making, reproduction, publication, dis-
semination or possession of obscene and erotic ar-
ticles or online content involving minors. It is stip-
ulated that providers of different online services,

such as online games, live streaming, online audio

ESE Y N

N T « B — KRR E W 7 — K
PEESRATIRA /IR &40 ?

& SN 4 AR A AR A 38 > & T A ET R — A
75 FRESRBUBRAHS > AALE 5 HPEEL 105 1= AR
AR R mE o BTG ARSI E R - [ REE
HReg I o B AR (reducing the size of the
Federal Reserve's Balance Sheet) ZMEMNFT > LIS
AR KRR EEV R BRI AT S ZR G

(Federal Open Market Committee » féif FOMC) £2
Tk B Ed iz i (statement) o

ANERMRE - KOL» B2/ EH - #i
FOMC ~ w5 ~ iR 5 MM FEHE 15 o JTTaia sl
KEOTRE R A SR > (S AR LA > S Shfi sk 4R
AEE—FIEE - NBIRE o EFRER AL - FKiE
FEREEEwAT AL RRgm SRR EER > T
R B )2 TR N B AR & o

R GR AR FIE ot it = 2 55 B M Aot it J= A A e 5 > T
ot SRy A 7 55 B A T JRBRAT > IR 2 — AT B
5 (Monetary Policies) - Ifi 1|56 Il & T %21 B ¥ EOR
TH o fijifi 52 > 8UE AT AR IR AT - IS w] DL
AR - BRRES HERP > HEFOMC - HER
Tt BB HE SR SO S, ~ WUE, o 8 TR —FE A
BWE ? JFsRk FOMC Bk B AT erakir [a6) m 8 >
AN — MR AR 28 BB ORI 2R o T FE W R ik 4 )
% (Federal Funds Rate) » %&ffFI%2 FOMC @k

& SRECIE L

ERIEE KR ERRRINEEB IR A

— AR P ERATEVERLE o R P IR
ATHSESRAT » BH BHIEIRUE — & | 4 LI AERK
PR > DL S SR - 8RN 19 I AT 1) 2 5
B o MR — K ESAT T LA IR B B SR TR
JE R YEMG G 22 > T DL ) oA B SESRAT IR A (RIS
H) o BRI s MR IR — R ERAT T EAR
B B S RAT BTk e D > 1) HoAh T
EHATIRA (BMEA) > DIFFE R ATRYZER - 74
SESRAT 19 7] FE TR S AT R AL > TE B RS2 $RAT
[l 247 & (Hong Kong Interbank Offered Rate, HI-
BOR) » £ HIIRE 2y B AL ) 6 o

FRTERL ¢ BRI S By by P SESRA T B ATOE -
R—E B FOMC @k » 5% E5RAT AR AL A 5
A7 0 B T it 45 SR 17 (Federal Reserve Banks)
FOMC AJ A7 i o) B 6 WL » AT | 2 5|
BT U R S T ARk PR R -

iE FEA 42 > FOMC 347t 5 G # g 8 g
Bl (statement) - %537 E SR DATESCE AR » ANHIZE
WHEHLE ~ KOL ~ /NMEE rI A AR 4230 ? R3¢
NS [R5 & 1 B > RO 1Y S5 5h S RN
B WA —BONE > ZEEEAE o RERD
IS BRI > HE R FOMC & 4% %8 B b SCi
o SIS - REMFFEM - BB R SR AR
SEWE 2 Rl BR - A B R !

ERELEARER
THE HANG SENG UNIVERSITY
OF HONG KONG

ITHUNS

M RES D ERZEKERE  FEFERFEEMPIENHRE » IMRLIEETR -

and video information, and social media services,
should acticate "the minor protection mode" on
their platforms to enable regulation on their con-
tent as well as the time of usage and functions
available. The Hong Kong Government should se-
riously study the feasibility of enacting legislation
to regulate the internet, with reference to the mea-
sures implemented in the Mainland to protect
young people in this regard.

In fact, Hong Kong is not without laws to
regulate pornographic and obscene content. Por-
nographic information on the internet is regulated
by the Control of Obscene and Indecent Articles
Ordinance. According to Section 21 of the Ordi-
nance, any person who publishes any obscene arti-
cle in Hong Kong, whether or not he knows that
it is an obscene article, commits an offence and is
liable to a fine of $1 million and 3 years of impris-
onment. Also, Section 3 of the Prevention of
Child Pornography Ordinance provides that any
person who publishes any child pornography com-
mits an offence and is liable to a fine of $2 mil-
lion and 8 years of imprisonment. However, prose-
cutions against crimes involving online porno-
graphic content are rare, because the above ordi-
nances mainly regulate traditional media and pub-

lications. In the face of the enormous amount of
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content on the internet, the relevant authorities
are only able to regulate service providers who
have their servers located in Hong Kong, and
thus resulting in considerable difficulties for them
to gather evidence and monitor any illegal activi-
ties.

The internet is developing rapidly, and the laws
in Hong Kong must stay abreast with such devel-
opment. Problems with online sexual harassment
against young people and cyber bullying among
them have been getting worse. The Security Bu-
reau should take the lead in implementing the rec-
ommendations in the Policy Address and initiate
the legislative procedure as soon as possible. In
the course of law-making, the Education Bureau,
the Innovation and Technology Bureau and the
Office of the Government Chief Information Offi-
cer will have to co-operate fully with the Security
Bureau. With reference to the existing legislations
in the Mainland and other countries, the relevant
departments should launch public consultation,
achieve consensus and gain support from the pub-
lic, in order to create favourable conditions to en-
act relevant legislation in Hong Kong. At the
same time, the Government may set up a cyber se-
curity commission for children to protect the

young generation in a more effective manner.
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Film review

Look at the film review and do the exercise to
improve your writing skills.

Film Review: The Hunger Games (Sci-fi adventure, 2012)
In the future the USA is a new country called Panem. Ev-
ery year the Capital of Panem chooses 12 boys and 12 girls
to go on a TV show called The Hunger Games. In this
TV show the teenagers have to fight until there is only one
person left. Katniss goes on the show and she has to run
fast and fight to save her life.

I love the actors in this film. Jennifer Lawrence, Liam Hem-
sworth and Josh Hutcherson are fantastic as Katniss, Gale
and Peeta. My favourite character is Katniss because she is
very good at running and fighting. Also, I think the film is
good because it is exactly the same as the book. But you
don't have to read the book before you watch this film.

The effects are amazing and they make this film a bit
scary. It will make you sit on the edge of your seat. Some
people say it's a violent film but it's not really such a vio-
lent film.

It's has romance, great acting and promotes women which
is an important message. This film will make you think a
lot and I recommend it to everyone. I give the film five

stars, go and watch it when you can!

Write about it!

What kind of films do you like? Write about a film
you saw recently. Use the review above as an ex—
ample and try to write about 150 words.
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