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U.K. probes Apple & Google mobile duopoly in three major functions
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The U.K. Competition and
Markets  Authority (CMA)  is-
sued a report recently, saying

lieved that Apple and Google have a duopoly

that after a year-long study of

the mobile ecosystems, it is be-

on the operating systems, app stores and web
browsers of mobile devices, and the authority
plans to launch an antitrust investigation into
CMA
said that the two companies are likely to further
which
would hinder the development of British technol-

these two large technology companies.
strengthen their grip over the sector,

ogy companies, restrict consumer choice and sti-
fle innovation.

CMA pointed out that when it comes to how
people use mobile phones, Apple and Google

are in a dominant position. Even though they
might have provided good products and servic-
es, their strong grip on mobile ecosystems allows
them to shut out competitors and limit users'
choice. For example, Apple prohibits the use of
browsers other than Safari on iPhone, and 97%
of all mobile web browsing of the British people
last year happens on browsers powered by ei-
ther Apple's or Google's products.
CMA said that both companies "unilaterally
determine the rules of the game" when it comes
to mobile browsers and app stores, making it dif-
ficult for other browsers to compete with Apple
in terms of speed and functionality. If the au-
thority does not take action against the tech gi-
ants, their position in the industry would be

strengthened further, bringing about undesirable

results to the market.

"Cloud gaming" has become popular in re-
cent years, featuring access to the games that
can be streamed rather than individually down-
loaded. CMA accused Apple of blocking the
emergence of cloud gaming services on its App
Store, such that mobile users are unable to en-
joy the full benefits of cloud gaming, and the
proposed market investigation would also pro-
ceed in such direction. In parallel, CMA is also
launching an investigation into Google's rules re-
quiring app developers to use Google's system
for payments.

Apple said that it disagrees with the findings
of CMA and has been promoting competition

and offering more choices, while Google also

claimed that its Play Store helps app developers

launch businesses globally and creates 250,000
jobs in the U.K. alone. CMA stated that it had
no intention of launching investigations against
the two companies initially, but it changed its
mind after receiving requests from different par-
ties urging the authority to take action.

CMA established the Digital Markets Unit
(DMU) last year with the mission of further gov-
erning technology companies, but the U.K. gov-
ernment has not given the unit statutory powers,
making it unable to perform its duties effective-
ly. A lawyer specializing in antitrust matters said
that CMA is disappointed that a regulatory
mechanism over the new digital market has not
been set up so far, such that it would employ ex-
isting tools as much as possible to investigate

tech giants with potential monopoly positions.
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LearnEnglish Teens

Email to a friend

Read the email and do the exercises to improve
your English skills.

To: sabrina.smith1289@me-mail.com
Cc:
Subject: Saturday ;-)

Hi Sabrina,

Thanks for your email and it was great to hear from you.
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PR propose > KE R SREN proposal > iy S LA You asked r‘ne to tvj*ll you‘about my favourite day of the
Wi A % A - PAPS B BB - IFE A AR 2 —FIELRY © Tt takes two to tango (—1f \(r;eek. Well, 1tIs ;.i]fﬁnl;t?gy Frlfia}; . ] . Activity — Check your understanding: true or false
>a S S > te
p | FL#8HE | Think bef h e wE) ne reason I like Fridays is because ave my favouri Gircle T False for these sentences.
i A T;F R ) ink before you pop the QF;EEZ: ) . ., S AR subjects at school: PE and chemistry. Chemistry's great be- frele True or False for these sentences
question (ki) - . [T¢s not you; 1ts me. | JEEE A RO HA cause we do experiments in the science lab and our teach- 1. Dani is a high-school student.
Where do you usually put on your bling-bling en- //RERRE %5 F T © Their relationship was on the rocks er, Mr King, is so funny. In PE we usually play basketball, True False
gagement ring? [ Bling bling | (B2 bling) W for ages (f A A9 BEAR - C S AL AL )  » H H on the which is my favourite sport. I'm good at it because I'm 2. Dani thinks Friday is the best day of the week.
WHE RN - é_]‘i@—k?bg:hkﬁ Hidg b (middle fin- rocks FUE BRIRMEAEZ & quite tall. Our team usually wins. True False
ger) o A [B SR BT &5 BE] s bR AKRUEE TFEEREN > PlHEIREK > ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ%‘:f?%%g E'if%lj We also have French on Fridays, which is actually my least 3. Dani likes French.
B 46 BORCFE KT © That's why the engagement ring (EAFL)  (Friends) 1 Rachel #l Ross @ Fk [ BT A favourite subject, but after that we have ICT which is True False
. . S e - > . . i i ; ing . 4. On Friday Dani has an ICT class before her French
is usually worn on the middle finger © BRIERIEY ] A B~ BUEAL] HHHIZ4F | They are on again and off much more interesting. At the moment I'm creating a web 1 nday Tt fas an s before hier frene
wear Fl put on ° again / Their relationship is on and off (= AR page for our basketball team. After school I hang out with class.
S N . . .
— . friends, and in the evening, I play football at the sports True False
$25 4 2 N i =N=RE A o my > g, 1 play P ) o
i Eﬁ)\ﬁ(}m/ﬁ"%gﬂfﬁ Rl - A R . Eé) SR LT~ 4E B | R IR R SR centre. On Friday nights we sometimes go to someone's 5. Mr King is the PE teacher.
A engagement ! Lets ‘keep our fingers crossed )Eh,at ;L - ) = i I H LHEIREL - house for a party or to watch a film. We can relax a bit on True False
they will not break off their long engagement (EmE HEAC - AREAN- Friday evenings because there's no school on Saturday. 6. Dani goes to the sports centre to play basketball.
ﬂﬁﬂaﬁf ey BRI REIETH) o R fingers crossed B E =B ZEEERNEN  You Tell me about your favourite day. Hope to hear from you True False
JeETRE PR E T PRSI G ) DA R like because, and you love despite. B8 » U RE H soon.
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