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Nationwide protests go on after U.S. Supreme Court overturns abortion rights
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The U.S. Supreme Court has
officially reversed the 1973 Roe v.
Wade the

constitutional right of women to
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tices have clearly stated in their opinion that the

recently, eliminating

abortion. Some conservative jus-

rulings on contraception and same-sex marriage
might also be reconsidered in future. As the ruling
has triggered a wave of protests and outrage
across the country, the legal community is worried
that the Supreme Court, which has become in-
creasingly conservative, would continue to go
against public opinion, thus bringing about a ma-
jor sethback to human rights in the country.

In overturning Roe v. Wade, Clarence Thomas,
widely considered to be the court's most conserva-
tive justice, wrote in a concurring opinion that "in
future cases, we should reconsider all of this
Court's substantive due process precedents, includ-
ing Griswold, Lawrence, and Obergefell. Because
any substantive due process decision is 'demonstra-

bly erroncous,” we have a duty to 'correct the er-
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ror' established in those precedents."

The decisions of the three landmark cases men-
tioned by Justice Thomas were made in 1965,
2003 and 2015, respectively, protecting the rights
of married couples to contraception, the rights to
same-sex sexual activity and the rights of gay cou-
ples to marry. According to past rulings, the rights
of the American people to contraception and the
rights of sexual minorities are protected by the
constitution. However, if the decision of the court
this time is to be followed such that the past rul-
ings might also be overturned, this would inevita-
bly initiate new challenges to the rights of the
American people.

Other conservative justices of the court did not
follow Thomas' opinion, and Justice Samuel Alito
who wrote the majority opinion also emphasized that
"nothing in this opinion should be understood to cast
doubt on precedents that do not concern abortion."

However, the court's three liberal justices filed a
dissenting opinion opposing the decision, saying that
"there is only one possibility that the statement in the
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opinion is false, or other constitutionally guaranteed
rights are being threatened.”

The abortion decision sparked a wave of
large-scale demonstrations across major cities of
the country, with at least 70 protests planned in
various locations. A large number of supporters
and protesters of the ruling gathered at the high
court's building in Washington, D.C., cheering
and protesting the decision, respectively. Demon-
strations condemning or celebrating the ruling
were actually reflecting the deep societal divisions
of the country.

Pro-abortion rights protesters burned the Ameri-
can flag during the demonstration, with people
Antifa, the far-left

group active in the "Black Lives Matter" moment,

cheering loudly. extremist
also joined the protest with its members dressing
in black, chanting slogans and attempting to break
through the police cordon line.

Paul Schiff Berman, a law professor at George

Washington University, pointed out that public trust

to the Supreme Court has been weaken in recently
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Seven tips for a tidy desk

How tidy is your desk? Having a tidy desk can
help you be more productive and efficient.

Read the tips for keeping your desk tidy and
then make a discussion to practise and improve
your reading skills.

1. Only keep things you really need on and near your
desk.
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Use a tray for any papers you have to read. Have a jar
for pens and pencils and have a bin near your desk.

2. Don't keep any drinks on your desk.
Go to the kitchen when you want to have a drink or, if
you prefer, keep a drink on a small table near your
desk.

3. Reduce the amount of paper that you use.
Try to keep as much information as possible in folders
on your computer. Before printing a document, ask
yourself, 'do I really need to read this on paper?'

4. Scan your notes.
If you have a lot of paper (magazine articles, notes,
worksheets, etc.), use a scanner and keep a digital ver-

sion as a PDF on your computer.

. Use your phone to take photos of things you need to re-

. Get a noticeboard.

. Clean your desk at the end of every day.

Where do you study when you are at home? Is it tidy or messy? What other suggestions do you
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years, and such decision would further undermine
the credibility of the court. According to a Gallup
poll conducted this month, only 25% of U.S. adults
said they have "a great deal" or "quite a lot" of
confidence in the court, reaching a historic low over

the past 50 years, while Schiff Berman believed that

this is a reflection that the court is moving against
public opinion. "It is moving towards an ultra-con-
servative direction, despite the fact that the American

people as a whole are becoming increasingly pro-
" he said.

According to some analysts,

gressive over these issues,
as the Supreme
Court is expected to be dominated by conserva-
tive forces in the next decade, the Republican Par-
ty would therefore seize the opportunity to expand
the influence of conservative forces in the judicial
field, while the Democratic Party would seek legis-
lative means in defense of some progressive
claims. It is believed that the ruling this time
would definitely increase legal and social disputes
and could have a profound impact on American

politics.
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member.
For example, take photos of notes to yourself, the name
and address of a place you need to visit or diagrams

you need to study for school.

If you really do need to keep small bits of paper, use a
noticeboard on the wall. Check it every day and throw

old notes in the bin.

Choose a time to tidy your desk and do it! If you do it
every day, it will only take five minutes and you can

start each new day with a clean and tidy space.
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