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K. issues first ever red warning for extreme heat that might cause thousands of deaths
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Persistent heatwaves have been
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and a national emergency has been declared after-

hitting many European countries
in recent days, and the U.K Mete-
orological Office has issued the

first ever red warning on 15 July

wards, with record high heat of 41 T expected in
much of England. The UK. Health Security
Agency has also increased its heat health warning
to the highest level - level four, while medical ex-
perts warned that thousands of people could die in
the coming heatwaves. Due to the ongoing heat-
wave in southwestern Europe, over 300 heat-in-
duced deaths in Spain and Portugal have been
caused.

The current highest temperature in the UK is
38.7C, recorded in Cambridge on 25 July 2019.
Meteorologists predicted a 50% chance the coun-
try could see temperatures top 40 C this month

=

REH—-R®

B 5 8

and 80% chance a new maximum temperature is
reached. According to the level four heat-health
alert, illness and death may occur among fit and
healthy people, and not just in high-risk and vul-
nerable groups. Bob Ward, the policy director at
the Grantham Research Institute on Climate
Change and the Environment of the Imperial Col-
lege London, predicted that 1,500 to 2,000 people
in the U.K. could die just from this one period of
heat.

Experts explained that extreme high tempera-
ture could seriously impact the operation of many
industries. For example, in the field of transporta-
tion, extreme temperatures could cause road sur-
faces to melt and rails to bend, significantly in-
creasing the risk of derailment of high-speed
trains. The high temperatures might also force nu-
clear power stations to stop their generation, thus

affecting power supply. On the other hand, excep-
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We will provide long-term and reliable data for anal-

ysis and archival by the laboratory.
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We will analyse the annual financial accounts sub-
mitted by the operators.
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Both have agreed to discuss again early next year.
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A wooden bench had been placed against the trunk,
and on this Peter sat down.
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Essential Travel Only - Extreme Heat
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Notices : ) |

A reduced train service is running across the

UK rail network.

There is a high risk of disruption, if you are
travelling then carry water with you.
Find out more at nationalrail.co.uk
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tional heat could enhance harmful algal blooms to
threaten water quality, making it difficult for crops
to grow and thus decreasing yields of fruits, vegeta-
bles and grains, while food would also deteriorate
in quality.

The daily life of people has also been adversely
affected. Certain local schools decided to suspend
classes and temporary speed restriction has been
introduced for train travel. The Transport for Lon-
don has advised people only to travel if absolutely
necessary due to the extreme heat, while the Lon-
don Underground Network has also deployed bot-
tled water supply and taken measures to ensure
smooth rail services and avoid travel chaos. The
public health officials have also been urging peo-
ple to stay indoors with curtains closed and to
avoid caffeine and physical exertion under ex-
treme hot weather.

Intense heat continues to hit southwestern Eu-
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rope, with the temperature in many cities in Spain
reaching over 40 C, and even 454 C in some re-
gions. While Portugal also issued a red alert for ex-
treme weather in five regions, with the northern
town of Pinhdo registering a record-breaking tem-
perature of 47 C . The local health authority said
that 238 more deaths due to the heatwave were re-
corded in a week, and many hospitals have been
overloaded. In Spain, heatwave killed 84 people in
just three days.

Heatwaves are an invisible killer in Europe. In
the European heatwave of 2003, 70,000 people
died across 16 countries, including over 15,000 in
France alone. Dr. Friederike Otto, a senior lectur-
er in climate science at the Grantham Research In-
stitute, pointed out that due to climate change and
the increasing carbon emissions from fossil fuels,
"every heatwave we are experiencing now has

been made more frequent, longer and hotter."
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